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I—MR. LAURENS IN CONGRESS.* 


In Coneress, Friday, May 14, 1779.—After 
reading the Journal, Mr. M. Smith arose, and in 


his place informed the House, that he saw printed | 


in a Newspaper, entitled The Royal Gazette, pub- 
lished in New York, by James Rivington, a Let- 
ter written by Henry Laurens, and directed to 
Gov. Houston, of Georgia, which contained mat- 
ter derogatory to the honour of Congress, injuri- 
ous to the interest of the United States, and tend- 
ing to destroy that confidence which the States 
should repose in this body; and, therefore, he 
moved, as a matter of privilege, that the said Let- 
ter be read, and that Mr. Laurens be called on 
to declare whether he wrote that Letter. 

A division being cailed for by Mr. Duane, 

On the question, is the motion of Mr. Smith, 
for reading the Letter referred to in his informa- 
tion, in order ? 

The Yeas and Nays being required by Mr. Lau- 
rens, it was decided in the negative, by Yeas and 
Nays. 

n the question, is that part of Mr. Smith’s mo- 
tion, “that Mr. Laurens be called on to declare 
“whether he wrote that Letter,” in order : 

The Yeas and Nays being required by Mr. Lau- 
rens, it passed in the Negative, every member pres- 
ent answering No. 

Saturday, May 15, 1779.—After reading the 
Journal, Mr. Laurens arose, and, with the leave 
of the House, read in his place a Paper, which he 
delivered in, and which being read at the Table, 
was ordered to be entered on ihe Journal, and is 
as follows : 

“Mr. President, the motion which was made 
“ yesterday, by one of the honourable Delegates 
“from Virginia, for reading a presumed copy of 
“a Letter, said to have been written by me, and 


“printed in the Garrison of the enemy, on New- 


* We are indebted for this article to our venerable friend, 
General Peter Force, of Washington, D. C. 

We are sure our readers will welcome him as heartily as we 
do, on his re-appearance in THe HisToRICAL MaGazine; and 
the more so, since we have reason to hope that this will be fol- 
lowed, from time to time, with other articles from his well- 
tried pen.—H. B. D. 
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“ York Island, and for calling upon me to declare 
“ whether I had written such a Letter, appeared 
|“ to me to be irregular, unprecedented, and full 
|“ of dangerous consequences, derogatory to the 
“ honour and dignity of Congress, and alarming:to 
“the free and independent citizens of these United 
“States ; thence arose those cautions and admoni- 
“tions which a sense of duty prompted me ‘to of- 
“ fer to the House, while the subject was under 
“debate, and I rejoice in that wisdom; which 
“was displayed by the House in overruling the 
* attempt. 

“Sir, had the gentleman who made the Mo- 
“ tion called on me, and in proper terms enquired 
“whether the printed Letter was a copy of an 
“original addressed from me to Goy. Houston, I 
“ would have given him all the satisfaction that 
“could have been desired by any man of true 
“ honour. 

“ And now, Sir, as, if I have been guilty of aught 
|“ criminal, or have inadvertently expressed any- 
| thing amiss in my correspondence as a private 
| citizen with Mr. Houston, { would rather re- 
|“ceive a censure or a reproof from Congress, 
| “than be charged with a want of candour, or com- 
| “ mit my conductto the whispers of malice. I take 
“ the liberty of informing Congress that I did, on 
“the 27th of August last, write a private Letter 

“to Governour Houston. 

“ If the House shall judge it proper to deter- 
“mine by a vote that they may of right demand 
“a Copy of that private letter, and shall, in con- 
“ sequence of such vote, call on me, or if Con- 
“ gress shall be pleased by a vote to direct their 
“ President in writing to request me to lay before 
“them a copy of that Letter, I will, in either 
“ case, produce a genuine and true Copy, reserv- 
“jing to myself, in the meantime the privilege of 
“ voting, as I certainly should vote, it I were not 

| “ a party concerned. 

“ | confide in the candour of the House to order 
“this address to be entered on the Journal, and 
“if the House shall be pleased to call for, or re- 
“ quest a copy of my Letter, 1 shall expect that 
“will also be entered on the Journal. May 15, 
°1779.” 

On the question for entering the above on the 
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Journal, the Yeas and Nays being required by 
Mr. Laurens, it was resolved in the affirmative ; 
every member present answering 4y. 

Mr. Smith, then moved, seconded by Mr. Penn, 

“That the sense ot the House be expressed, 
“ whether the motion he made yesterday was an 
“attempt irregular, unprecedented, and full of 
“dangerous consequences, derogatory to the hon- 
“our and dignity of Congress, and alarming to the 
“free and independent citizens of these United 
“ States.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Burke, seconded by 
Mr. Griffin, as a substitute to the foregoing, in 
the words following: 

“That by the vote for entering on the Journal 
“the paper delivered in by Mr. Laurens, Con- 
“ gress did not mean to give any opinion on the 
a therein contained, that the motion 
“made by Mr. Smith was unprecedented and full 
“of dangerous consequences, derogatory to the 
“honour and dignity of Congress, and alarming 
“to the free and independent citizens of these 
“ United States.” 

On the question, Shall this be received as a 
substitute ? 

The Yeas and Nays being required by Mr. Lau- 
rens, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the substitute as a 
Resolution, Resolved in the affirmative. 


[Copy of a Letter from Henry Laurens, President 
of the Congress, to Governor Houston, the late 
Rebel Governor of Georgia, referred to in the 
Soregoing. 


PHILADELPHIA, 27" August, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 

I should not have remained so long in arrear 
for your Excellency’s obliging letter of the 9th 
June, had I not flattered myself with hopes that 
long before this day the circumstances of Geor- 
gia would have been introduced as a subject de- 
manding the consideration of Congress—but it 
has happened otherwise ; to account for the prob- 
able reasons would be extremely unpleasant, and 

erhaps at this time equally improper ; neverthe- 
ess it is my duty Sir, as a fellow citizen to sug- 
gest to you in that as well as in the character of 
supreme magistrate of a State, that in my hum- 
ble opinion we cannot fairly ascribe the dor- 
mancy of this and of many other momentous 
concerns to want of leisure. 

I see with grief the return of our troops from 
East Florida without that success which your 
Excellency had hoped for ; this unhappy circum- 
stance will add to the distresses of Georgia, and 
increase her cries for relief. 

While St. Augustine remains in possession of 
the enemy, Georgia will be unhappy, and her 
existence as a free and independent State ren- 
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dered very doubtful : South Carolina too will be 
continually galled by rovers and cruizers from 
that pestiferous nest.—Another expedition must 
therefore be undertaken at a season of the year 
which will not outvie the bullets and bayonets 
of the enemy in the destruction of our men. 

I have before me a plan for reducing East 
Florida, which I will have the honor of commun. 
nicating to your Excellency very soon. In the 
mean time I am constrained to say, that unless 
the several States will keep their representation 
in Congress filled by men of competent abilities, 
unshaken integrity, and unremitting diligence, a 
plan which I very much fear is laid for the sub. 
duction of our confederal independence, will by 
the operations of mask’d enemies be completely 
executed, so far I mean as relates to all the sea- 
coast, and possibly to the present generation. 
Were I to unfold to you Sir, scenes of venality, 
peculation and fraud which I have discovered, 
the disclosure would astonish you, nor would 
you Sir, be less astonished were I by a detail 
which the occasion would require prove to you 
that he must be a pitiful rogue, who, when de- 
tected, or suspected, meets not with powerful ad- 
vocates among those who in the present corrupt 
time ought to exert all their powers in defence 
and support of these friend-plundered, much in- 
jured, and I was almost going to say, sinking, 
States.—Don’t apprehend Sir, that I colour too 
high, or that any part of these intimations are 
the effect of rash Judgment or despondency ; I 
am warranted to say they are not; my opinion, 
my sentiments, are supported every day by the 
declaration of individuals, the difficulty lies in 
bringing men collectively to attack with vigour 
a proper object. 1 have said so much to you 
Sir, as Governor of a State, not intended for 
public conversation, which sound policy forbids, 
and at the same time commands deep thinking 
from every man appointed a guardian of thie for- 
tunes and honor of these orphan States. 

Colonel M’Lean who will do me the honour to 
bear this address to your Excellency, is well 
acquainted with the present state of our arms.— 
Copies of two letters from General Sullivan 
which will accompany this, will show that of 
his particular and important department as it 
stood eight days ago—every hour I expect fur- 
ther intelligence : had he been successful and as 
expeditiously so as his sanguine hopes had 
marked out, I should have received the import- 
ant tidings the day before yesterday. 

Not a word that has been said or printed re 
specting Count d’Estaing’s and Lord Howe's 

eets merits confidence ; an engagement and 4 
smart one too there has undoubtedly been, but 
who was victorious, and what losses each party 
sustained, are unknown in this city—this fact 
only, that the British fleet have greatly suffered, 
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and had carried in no prizes four days ago, is 
ascertained, and from the following paragraph 
in General Washington’s letter of the 21st there 
is ground to hope that many of Lord Howe’s 
original shew of ships at Rhode-Island have 
been detained by his rival, or lost in the late 
storm. 

“ By advices from an officer of rank and intel- 
“ligence who is stationed in view of the sea, I 
“am informed that sixteen ships entered the 
“Hook on the 17th, one having a flag, and that 
“on that and the preceding day a heavy cannon- 
“ade was heard at sea.” ° 

This day’s packet may afford your Excellency 
more intelligence—I will trouble you Sir no 
farther at present but to repeat that I am with 
very great regard and esteem, Sir, your Excel- 
lency’s obedient and humble servant, 

Iizenry Laurens. 
(Private.) 
His Excellency 
Governor Houston, Georgia.] 


Tuesday, May 18, 1779.—Mr. Smith arose, and 
with the leave of the House, read in his place, a 
paper in answer to the paper delivered in by Mr. 

aurens, in which he repeats his request “ that 
“Congress will explicitly declare whether it be 
“their opinion that the motion he made on Fri- 
“day was full of dangerous consequences, derog- 
“atory to the honour and dignity of Congress 
“and alarming to the free and independent citi- 
“zens of these United States; and hopes that 
“Congress having indulged Mr. Laurens with 
“entering his Address upon the Journal, will do 
“him equal justice, and allow him the same 
“indulgence by entering his Address upon the 
“ Journal of Congress.” 

The motion being seconded by Mr. Penn, 

On question, Shall Mr. Smith’s Address be 
entered on the Journal ? 

The Yeas and Nays being required by Mr. 
Smith, 

It passed in the negative. New-Hampshi re, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New-Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania, voted No; and New-York, Mary- 
land, Virginia, and North Carolina, voted Ay. 

Rhode Island and South Carolina were di- 
vided; and Delaware and Georgia, were absen t. 


[Mr. Smith's answer to Mr. Lau rens, referred toin 
the foregoing. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: 

It gives me real concern to find that Mr. Lau- 
rens, a Delegate from the State of South Caro- 
lina, considered the motion I made on Frid ay last, 
a an attempt “irregular, unprecedented and full 
“of dangerous consequences, derogatory to the 
“honour and dignity of Congress, and alarming 
“to the free and independent citizens of thes 
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“ United States.” I conceive itto be the duty of 
every member of Congress to receive informa- 
tion, and to communicate it to Congress, of the 
venality, peculation and fraud of any of its Mem- 
bers, or of other persons employed in the public 
service. If the information leads to the investi- 
gation of Truth, it is worthy of notice, and should 
be attended to. The contents of the Letter al- 
luded to in the information I gave, the manner 
in which it was published, owl the probability 
that a Letter directed to the Governor of Georgia, 
might have fallen into the hands of the eneiny, in 
Georgia; did in my opinion require the attention 
of Congress and of all the free and independent 
citizens of these United States since the honour of 
the one, and the interest of the other, demanded 
an enquiry concerning the truth of the contents. 
The publisher, in ¢iés instance, could not be 
calbelanens to justify the publication, either by 
Congress or Mr. Laurens, because he was not 
within the line of their power: But Mr. Lau- 
rens might have refuted the publication by a 
bare denial of the authenticity of the Letter, 
which justice to Congress, and his own honour re- 
yon’ if the Letter published was not genuine. 
n my opinion, therefore, there was no impropri- 
ety in the motion for demanding of Mr. Laurens 
whether he had written the letter of which that 
publication was suid to be a Copy. I am sure 
the demanding of a person whether he was the 
author of a Letter published in a Newspaper was 
not unprecedented even in this House. But Mr. 
Laurens could not be compelled to give evidence 
against himself, or even to answer the question. 
A regard to truth and his own honour, were the 
only considerations which could oblige him to 
answer any question. The motion, therefore, 
could not be “full of dangerous consequences,” 
nor could it be “ alarming to the free and inde- 
“ pendent citizens of these United States,” unless 
Mr. Laurens and the free and independent citi- 
zens of these United States should be of opiuion 
that truth and honour ought not to influence the 
conduct of men. If Mr. Laurens has discovered 
those scenes of venality, peculation and fraud, 
which are mentioned in the Letter alluded to, or 
if he was warranted to say what is therein ex- 
pressed, he ought indeed to have rejoiced that an 
opportunity was given him to unfold them, and 
thereby to have been instrumental in bringing 
to punishment the authors of such mischiefs to. 
the public. But Mr. Laurens has charged me 
openly in Congress, with having attempted what. 
was “irregular, unprecedented, and full of dan- 
“ gerous consequences—derogatory to thé honour 
“and dignity of Congress, and alarming to the 
“free and independent citizens of these United 
“ States.” And he has said that he rejoices “ at 
“the wisdom displayed by Congress in overrul- 
“ing the attempt.” This charge is contained in, 
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a written paper, which he read in his place and 
desired might be entered upon the Journal of 
Congress. It hath been received and is entered 
upon the Journal by order of Congress. 

Without calling upon Congress for that pro- 
tection against personal insult, to which every 
Member is entitled whilst he is performing his 
duty in this House, and a consequent reparation 
of the breach of privilege, I demanded of Con- 
gress the justice due to my honour—that the 
sense of Congress might be expressed, whether 
the motion I had made was of such a nature as 
Mr. Laurens had declared, and I thought myself | 
entitled to satisfaction on this point, 2s Congress 
had received the implied thanks of Mr. Laurens, 
for the wisdom displayed in overruling the at- | 
tempt. 

Congress has not been pleased to answer the 
question ; but hath adopted a Resolution, which, 
in my opinion, countenances the charge; as it 
apologises for having admitted the declaration 
to record, and leaves it in full force against me— 
a mode of proceeding which, if it shall be con- 
clusive in this case, I fear, will impeach the can- 
dour, if not the justice of Congress. I therefore, 
as well out ofregard to the dignity of Congress 
as to my own honour, repeat my request, that Con- 
gress will explicitly declare, whether it be their 
opinion that the motion which I made, on Fri- 
day last, was “full of dangerous consequences— 
“ derogatory to the honour and dignity of Con- 
“gress, and alarming to the free and independent 
“citizens of these United States,’ and having in- 
dulged Mr. Laurens with entering his Address 
upon the Journals of Congress I hope Congress | 
will dome equal justice, and allow me the same 
indulgence, by entering this Address upon thé 
Journal of Congress. 





MERIWETHER SmiITH.] 


IlL—PETITION TO THE KING, FOR A RE- 
DRESS OF GRIEVANCES IN NEW YORK. 


From the original draft, among the family pa- 
pers of Harry M. Morris, Esqr., of New York. 


To tHe Kryes Most Excettent Mrie In 
CounciLL. 


The Humble Petition and Memoriall of Lewis 
Morris in behalfe of the Inhabitants of Your 
Majesties City and Province of New York— 


Most humbly Sets forth. 
That Your Mties Petitoner Pursuant to the 





Prayer of the Petiton (herewith delivered unto 
Your Majestie) from Some of the Members of 
Your Majesties Councill, for the Province of New 
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York, the Aldermen and Common Councill and 
many of the most Considerable inhabitants of the 
City of New York froin the Countie of Queenes 
Countie from the County of Ulster & from the 
City of Albany Humbly begs leave to lay before 
your Majestie the State and Condition of that 
Your City and Province with Respect to the Ad. 
ministration of the Government there by his Ex. 
cellency William Cosby Esq’ Your Mties Gov. 
ern’ of that Province. 

The Inhabitants of that Your Majesties Proy. 
ince have Sev:rall times by their Representatives 
in Generall Assembly Endeavour’d to get a Law 
pass’d to Name, Appoint, and pay, Such person as 
they the Said General] Assembly (Exclusive of 
the Said Govern’ and Your Majesties Councill 
there) Should think fit to name and Appoint to 
be their Agent at Your Majesties court of great 
Britain from time to time to make their wants 
and desires known unto Your Majestie: but bills 
pass’d by them for that Purpose have by the 
Governours influence upon your Majesties Coun. 
cill there (the Members of w™ the said Gov. 
ernour has the power of Suspending) been deny’d 
the Assent of the Said Council] and by that meanes 
hindred from Passing into Laws. 

Your Majesties Memorialist and Peticoner 
beggs leave to informe Your Majestie that the 
gen" Assembly of that Province believing A bill 
which they Concieved So reasonable in its Selfe 
would meet with no Obstruction did by Letters 
desire Samuel Baker Roderigo Pachego George 
Stratfield Richard Janeway Joseph Low & 
Samuel Stork Merchants of this Your city of 
London trading to those parts to reccommend to 
the Said generall Assembly Some person here 
whom they Judg’d capable for such an employ 


| to be their Agent the purport of w™ letter being 


known to Colle Cosby Your Majesties Governouw 
there he wrote to the Said Merchants informing 
them that if they Reccomended to the Said Gen- 
eral Assembly any other person than one whom 
he (the Said Governour) had named and Appointi 
to be the Agent for the Said Collony Such Other 
erson so named and recommended by them 
should Receive no money or Reward for his Serv- 
ices; nor be Repaid the Expenses he was a 
during his the Said Cosby’s continuance in the 
Government of New York; or words to that 
effect. This may fully and clearly Appeare by 
the Examination of the Said Merchants shoul 
there be any doubt concerning the truth of what 
is herein Related. 
Your Majesties Subjects inhabitants of the 


| Province of New York do concieve that by Vir 


tue of Your Majesties high and Kingly office avi 
the Relation they Stand in of being your Sub 
jects they have A right in Common with others 
of your Majesties Subjects to Apply to Your 
Majesty the fountain of Justice and head of 
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our people in any case where = or any of 
them think themselves Agrieved either in their 


own Propper persons or (where that is imprac- 
ticable) 
fidelit 
aay 


y Such Agent and Such only on whose 
they can most confide & that the using 
indeavours under pretext of power or oth- 
erwise (except those of rectifying the mistakes 
intended to be complained of) to prevent Such 
complaints from comming to Youre Majesties 
Fares is not only greatly injurious to your Sub- 
jects but highly affrontive to Your Majesty as 
tending to create an Opinion in Your Subjects 
derogatory from Your Majesties innate Goodness 
and known love of Justice. 

As Your Majesties Subjects in that Province 
could have no other motive or end in Appointing 
an Agent in England but to lay before Your 
Majesty and your Ministers of State Such Ac- 
counts of men and things there as they Should 
Judge Necessary for Your Majesties information 
And Service and for the publick utility of that 
Province So it is conciev’d that his Excellency 
or the governours for the time being could have 
no other End or View in Obstructing a bill of 
that kind than to prevent as much as they could 
your Majesties Recieving any other knowledge 
or information of things at so great distance 
than Such as*they thought fit to transmit in Such 
manner as they Judg’d most conducive to pro- 
mote their own private Views & to Prevent 
their conduct from being made known to Your 
Maj:sty. 

This being (as is concievd) both inconsistant 
with Your Majesties Service and such an Agent 
A great (if not Necessary) check upon Gover- 
nours And Ameanes to prevent them from doing 
of things lyable to be complained of; or, (if 
hardy Enough (as they too often are) to do such 
things) to give your Majesties Subjects there an 
Opportunity of ater Recourse to Your Majesty 
for Such Relief as Your Majestie in Your Royall 
wisdome Justice and Goodnesse should Judge 
most Suitable for them. Your Majesties Peti- 
toner therefore most Humbly prays that Your 
Majesty would be graciously pleas’d to Order 
Your Governour of New York to Assent to A bill 
or bills to be passed to Enable the Generall As- 
sembly of that Your Province of New York to 
Nominate & Appoint without the Consent or Ap- 
probation of the Governour & councill or Either 
of them Such person or persons as they Shall 
think proper to be their Agent or Agents at 
Y Mties Court of Great Britain to lay from time 
to time before Your Majestie Such state & condi- 
tion of Your Majesties Province & the inhabit- 
ants thereof as the Said generall assembly Shall 
Judge necessary for your Majesties Service & 
_ Conducive to the benefit of Your Subjects 

ere. 


Your Majesties Memorialist & Petigoner begs 
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leave to Suggest that an Act of that kind being 
by the constitution of that Government proba- 
tionary untill it has Reciev’d your Majesties 
Royall Assent (Should it contain Matter improper 
for such assent).it may by your Majesty be 
either rejected or (as the case may be) your Maj- 
:sties Assent Suspended until an Act be formed 
in Such manner as Your Majesty shall Judge 
most Suitable for your Service & most conducive 
to promote the good Ends and purposes that 
should be intended by it. 

Your Majesties Memorialist and Petitoner 
begs leave farther to Suggest to Your Mtie that 
your Governour there being Oblig’d by your 
Majesties instructions to him to transmit from 
time to time to one of Your Majesties Principall 
Secretaries of State & to the Right hon"* the 
Lords commissioners for Trade and Plantations 
the State and condition of y' Your Majesties 
Province the Appcinting Such Agent as it can- 
not hinder the Govern: from the performance of 
his duty in Every Respect in Sending over Such 
Accounts as are Required of him & as he thinks 
propper to give, So such Agent Seemes to make it 
necessary forthe Governour to deem no Accounts 
propper to be transmited but what are true, & to 
conceale nothing that is so, least A discovery 
Should be made: by w* meanes there is great 
likelyhood that your Majestie will not only be 
inform’d of the truth but the whole truth of any 
transaction there. 

By the Constitution of that Government the 
Legislature consists of three parts Viz. Your 
Mties Governour who Represents your Royall 
person, twelve councellors Named and Appointed 
by your Majestie resembling y* House of Lords, 
& the Generall Assembly or house of Represent- 
ativ:s chosen by the Inhabitants. & Any Dill 
Agreed to by the Councill and General Assembly 
and afterwards Assented to by the Governour 
obtains the force of A Law untill dissalowd of by 
your Majestie here: and that no Law may be 
Enacted Destructive of Your Majesties Preroga- 
tive, or of the trade and commerce of Great Bri- 
tain, Your Mtie, has been graciously pleased to 
give your Governour A negative Voice in the pass- 
ing of all Laws: w™ negative Voice given by 
Your Majestie to the Governour has been there 
formerly understood & as your Memorialist & 
petitioner has been inform’d is still understood 
in Your Majesties other Plantations to give the 
Governour only A power to Assent or dissent to 
any bill Agreed to by both the other branches of 
the Legislature & not otherwise & by that Assent 
Enact such bill into Alaw or by such dissent 
wholly to reject the Same for that time but not 
A power to Sit and Act with the Councill as A 
Councell' & vote as Such in the Passing of bills 
prepare them for his own Assent, or to pre- 
vent them from being prepared for his dissent 





‘and afterwards as Governour to Assent or dissent 
unto Such bills—but may it Please your Maj- 
estie to be inform’d that both Colle Cosby your 
Present Governour & the other Governours of 
that Province for Some time pass’d have all- 
wayes Sat in that Branch of the legislature con- 
sisting of the councill during the time of their 
Preparing of bills and Acted and Voted as coun- 
cellors in the passing of them for the governours 
assent and afterwards as Governours have As- 
sented to those bills w% it cannot appeare by the 
Minutes of Councill but y* their own Casting Vote 
as councellors made to be so. 

This conduct of Your Majesties Governours in 
A manner excludes the Councill from any share 
of legislation, & renders that branch of the leg- 
islature uselesse, if not contemptible; takes from 
y™ that weight and influence, w® your Majes 
ties Seemes to intend they should have by mak- 
ing them Apart of the Legislature ; and (as Such) 
A check both upon the Governour & generall as- 
sembly (an independance in their legislative Ca- 
pacity highly necessary as is concievd for your 

ajesties Service) may Render a]] Laws So made 
disputable ; as being made only by two parts of 
the Legislature to wit the Governour and general] 
assembly ; gives too much room for A cland:s- 
tine corespondance between the Governours and 
assemblyes to pass acts in Consideration of re- 
wards given to the govern™ (by Votes of Assem- 
bly only as is usuall) prejudiciall to the British 
Trade and which may have in Some cases their 
Effects tho’ they Should be afterwards dissal- 
lowed of by Your Majestie. An instance of this 
is the Striking and issuing paper bills of credit 
to pass instead of money w “when done Renders 
Such disallowance inconvenient and may be at- 
tended with consequences prejudicial! to the 

ublick credit. for the Reasons herein Set forth 

our Majesties Memorialist & Petitoner humbly 
Prays that Your Majestie would be graciously 
a to direct and Order that Your Councill 
or that Province do in Preparing bills Sit and 
Act by themselves As A distinct part of the legis- 
lature & that the Governours for the time being be 
not admitted on Any pretence whatsoever either 
to Sit or Vote among them in Preparing or pass- 
ing any bills to which aft:rwards he is to Assent 
or dissent by Vertue of the negative Voice Re- 
servd to him by Your Majestie: and that under 
Such penalties (to be Strictly Exacted) as your 
Majestie in your great wisdome will think most 
Suitable to deterre & prevent them from doing so. 

Your Maj: sties Memorialist & Petitoner beggs 
leave farther to informe Your Majestie that for 
the Calling and Electing of the Generall Assem- 
bly of that Province writs are issued in Your 
Maties Name Sealed with the Seale of that Prov- 
‘nce & tested by the Governours for the time be- 
ing: Lut, Sometimes betcre they have met aad 
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allwaies after they have met by Virtue of your 
Maj:sties legall writs, the Said Generall Assem- 
bly have been farther prorogued or —— from 
time to time not by your Majesties legall writs 
but by Proclamations in the Name of the Gover- 
nour and under his Private Seale at Aries, with- 
out any meeting of the Assembly or any Quorum 
of them at the time of Such Adjournment or Pro. 
rogation : and tho the Said Assembly might Per. 
haps be prorogued antecedent to their meeting 
by Virtue of your Majesties writs Issuing in 
Your Majesties name under Y* Seale of that Prov. 
ince yet it is doubtfull whether the Said oe 
can b: So prorogued before their Meeting or Ad. 
journed afterwards wout meeting by Virtue of 
Proclamations in the name of the Governour & 
under his private Seale at Arms; that being an 
authority (if any) much less than Your Maj: sties 
Royall writs under the great Seale of that your 
Province by which the Said Assembly is called to. 
gether & seemes to inferre that no Such assembly 
So prorogued or Adjourned by the Governour in his 
own name under his own private Seale at Arms 
can legaly Exist or be in being and consequently 
A nullity of all Laws pretended to be Enacted by 
them. Seems to be greatly derogatory from 
your Majesties Just & legall autority and in- 
troductory of Consequences dangerous to the _ 
lick peace. Your Majesties Memorialist & Peti- 
coner doth therefore humbly pray that if Your 
Matie Shall by your Most honourable Council 
be advised that Such Adjournment or proroga- 
tion under the Governours Private Seale is un- 
warantable and Contrary to Law: that Your 
Matie in Order to prevent those disputes that may 
otherwise Possibly happen will Graciously be 
pleas’d to Order that the Present General] Assem- 
bly w* Subsists only by Virtue of such Adjourn. 
ments & prorogations as afforesaid in the Gover- 
nours name and under his private S:ale be a 
soon as may be dissolved & a new one elected by 
Virtue of Your Majesties writs And that for the 
future the Governours of N York for the time 
being be directed not to call adjourn or prorogue 
any generall Assembly but in Your Majesties 
Name and under the Seale of that Your Majes- 
ties Province. 

Your Majestie has been pleased to direct in 
your Instructions to your Govern’ of New York 
that no publick money Shall be disposed of but 
by A Warrant under the Governours hand by 
ADVICE and ConsENT of CounciL1 but that the 
Assembly might View and examine the Accounts 
of money disposed of by virtue of Laws made by 
them. This instruction Seemes to Lodge the 
power of direction of the disposall of the publick 
money in your Majesties councill both with re- 
spect to the Quantity or Summs disposed of, the 
Services for which & the persons to whom it i8 


‘e 


given; & without their apvice and Consent pre 
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viously had not to be disposed of by the Gover- 
nour: this mak:s the persons your majestie has 
been pleas’d to intrust with the administration of 
the Government, the Sole Judges of the Merrits 
of the Officers of the Government; and of w' re- 
wards are Suitable to be paid for their Services ; 
& renders those officers dependant on that gov- 
ernment ; as in the nature of things they ought 
to be: but of late the generall Assembly of that 
Province Concieving that as they gave the money 
they had A right of disposing of it as they thought 
Proper & were the must competent Judges of 
the merrits of the Sev: rall officers of the govern- 
ment finding the Governours for the time being 
would not consent to any Act whereby the Summs 
rais’d by them Should be appropriated to partic- 
ular uses & for paying the Sallaries of the offi- 
cers in Such manner as they thought fit took upon 
themselves to direct Such disposition by the 
Votes and Resolves of their house curtailing and 
altering Some.Selaries & wholly abating others 
as they thought Most convenient & in Some cases 
where money arising by duty or impost on Ne- 
groes has been disposed of by Particular Acts 
and Raised & paid into the hands of the prop- 
er Officer appointed to recieve the Same for 
towards the Support of the Government 
they hav: by the Vot:s and Resolv:s of their 
house orderd the Same to be refunded & it 
has been refunded by the officer in Obedience 
to their Votes without any Act made for that 
Purpose or without addressing the Governour 
and Councill in whose power it only was to re- 
mit that Sum or part of it. 

The Governours of that your Majesties Prov- 
ince in Order to ingratiate themselves w" the 
Assembly and promote their own private Views 
have for the most part governed themselves in 
drawing warrants for the disposition of the pub- 
lick money pursuant to these Resolves of the 
Assembly: and whereas Your Majesties Instruc- 
tions w" Makes y* Advice of ye Councill as well 
as their Consent Necessary in the disposition of 
the publick moneys presuposes at least that 
in Any new Case Such as the increasing or Abat- 
ing any of the Salaries of the officers of the Gov- 
ernment the Said Councill Should be consulted 
and Advised w» whether Such Reduction or Aug- 
mentation of Salary in complyance w= the 
Votes & resolves of an Assembly be necessary, 
fit, or convenient, fur your Majesties Service, or 
the Support and maintenance of your Just Pre- 
rogatives Antecedent to the drawing any war- 
rant in Complyance w" the Said Resolves or Votes 
but, instead of that The Said Governours to Evade 
and Elude the force of that your Majesties wise 
instruction cause warrants Ready drawn to be 
brought into Councill Summond perhaps for 
y' Purpose of suitable members and being hastily 
read asks whether Such warrant Shall be Sign’d 
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to which (it appearing to them to be ye gover- 
nours intention & y‘ the clerk durst not draw 
Such warrants without his Speciall direction) no 
body being bold enough to object; Such war- 
rants are Signed accordingly ; and this is called 
the Consent of the Council]: tho the Subject mat- 
ter of them was nev:r Submitted to their debate, 
nor their advice asked: which Should have been 
done (by what Seemes the genuine meaning of 
Your Majesties instructions) antecedent to the 
drawing of any Such Warrant. 

This Complyance of the Governours as your 
Maj:sties Memorialist and Petitioner concieves 
deprives the Councill of that necessary authority 
your Majestie has been pleas’d to give them 
Renders all the officers of the Government (even 
the Gouvernour himselfe) Almost solely depend- 
ant upon the Assembly who by this complyance 
are Encouraged in the use of a Power to dispence 
by their Votes w™ the Acts of the whole Legis- 
lature is greatly destructive of Your Majesties 
Royall and Just Prerogatives & tends to abate 
their dependance on the British Crown. Your 
Majesties Memorialist dos therefore humbly 
Submit it to Your Majestie whether it may not 
be for Your Majesties Service that in case of any 
Such resolv:s for abating or augmenting any of 
the Salaries of the Officers of Your Majesties 
government there, or for any alteration in the 
usuall disposition of your Majesties Revenue 
there, or for any new and unusuall warrant to be 
drawn on Your Maj:sties Reciev-r General! or the 
treasurer of that Cullony that the Governour [de] 
in Verry expresse Termes Prohibited from draw- 
ing any such Warrant untill the matter be fully de- 
bated in Your Majesties Councill there in full 
Councill & the Advice of the Majority of that 
Councill be given with the reasons for the doing 
of it to be entred n the Councill book: of that 
Province. & that Particulary no warrant be 
drawn Pursuant to any Resolve of the Assembly 
for A guift or Present to the Governour untill 
an Account of y* Same Shall be transmitted to 
Your Maj:stie in Your most hon”* privy Coun- 
cill & your Majesties leave and lycence for 
drawing the Said Warrant be given under 
Your Majesties Signet & Signe Manuall to be 
produced to your Majesties Councill for the 
Provines of New York & Entred in the councill 
book:s there. 

Your Matie for y* Prevention of the Several] 
inconveniences that had been observ’d to have 
arisen to the Governments in the Plantations by 
guifts and Presents made to Your Majesties Gov- 
ernours by the general] assembly, was pleased 
in Your instructions to Your governour of New 
York to declare it to be Your Expresse will and 
pleasure that neither the Said Governour or any 
Goverpvour lieutenant Governour or any Com- 
mander in Chief or President of the Councill of 
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the Province of New York Should Give his or 


their Consent to the passing of any Act or Law 
for any present to be made to him or them by the 
Assembly & your Majestie was farther Pleased 
to declare order and command in Verry Expresse 
termes that neither he Your Governour nor they 
the lieutenant Governour President &c Should 
Recieve any Gurrt or Present from the Assembly 
OR OTHERS ON ANY ACCOUNT ORIN ANY MANNER 
WHATSOEVER upon pain of your Majesties Hicx- 
Est DisPLEASURE and of being RECALLED 
from that Your Government. 


And that Your Majesties Royall will and | 


pleasure in this matter might be made known to 
the inhabitants of that Your Government Your 
Majestie was pleas’d to direct & Require that 
the declaration of it in the foregoing Articles 
Should by Your Governour be communicated to 
the Assembly at their first meeting after his a- 
rivall in that Province aud entred in the Register 
of the Councill and Assembly that all persons 
whom it might concerne might govern them: 
selves accordingly. 

Your Majesties Memorialist & Peticoner 
humbly beggs leave to informe your Majestie 
y' his Excelley Collo William Cosby your Majes- 
ties Present governour over Your Majesties Prov- 
ince of New Yorke & new Jersie did not only 
not comunicate your Majesties beforemen- 
tioned instructions or directions to the genll as- 
sembly at their first meeting after his Arivall or 
at any time after nor cause them to be entred in 
the Register of the Councill and Assembly as he 
was by your Majestie Strictly Commanded to do 
w* made it doubtfull to y* said Generall assem- 
bly and the rest of your Majesties Subjects in- 
habiting that your Majesties province of New 
York whether he had any Such instruction or 
not: but depending as is suppos’d on the great 
interest and power of his friends & believing he 
might dissobey that or any other of your Majes- 
ties instructions or commands with impunity he 
the Said Govern’ Cosby did (not in the least Re- 
garding your Majesties Commands to the con- 
trary) take from the Said Generall assembly of 
New York the sum of one thousand pounds 
money of that Province on pretence that he and 
(by his ae noble Relations (as he made 
the Said assembly believe) had prevented the bill 
made in favour of the Sugar Collonies from 
passing into a law whereas iu truth before the 
time of making the Said present the Said bill 
had Recieved your Majesties Royall assent and 
had pass’d into a Law. 

Your Majesties Memorialist and Peticoner 
beggs leave farther to inform your Majestie 
y' the Resolve or Vote of the Generall Assembly 
made ye 7" of October 1732 by which this pres- 
ent was made directed that a warrant or warrants 


Should issue in Councill for the Sum of 1000! 
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pounds payable to his Excellency out of the first 
money that might Arise by Virtue of an Act in 
the Said resolve mentioned and was A giving & 
disposing of the Said Sum of one thousand 
pound not only by the Vote of the generall as- 
sembly (which is but one part of the legislature) 
but ordered to be paid out of moneys Raisd by 
vertue of an Act of the whole Legislature and 
by them Appropriated as A fund to be apply’d 
to the sinking of the bills of credit made current 
in that collony and & given to your Majestie for 
the Support of Your government there: which (as 
your Mties mermorialist concieves) was in the 
Said Assembly A taking upon themselves by their 
Votes or Sesalves to direct what warrents Should 
be drawn in Councill, and a power to dispence 
with an Act of the whole legislature & to make 
A disposition of the monies arising by it to Other 
uses and Purposes q; in and by the Said Act was 
expr:ss’d meant and intended. 

The Said Generall Assembly by their Vote & 
resolve directing the said warrant should passe 
in Councill made it with A proviso that such 
Warrant or warrants Should not Issue untill the 
bills of credit mentioned in the Act referr’d to 
Should be sunk & destroy’d: but Your Majest 
Governor Wm Cosby Esq‘ did not only Recieve 
from the Said Assembly the said Guift or present 
of one thousand pounds contrary to your majes- 
ties instructions Strictly forbiding the same in 
cleare and expr:sse termes under the penalty of 
Your maj:sties highest displeasure and of being 
RECALLED from that your Government and by 
drawing Such Warrant so resolved or Voted to 
be done as afforesaid Encourage & confirme the 
Said Assembly in the Exersise of Such a dis- 
pensing power; but the Said Sum of one thou- 
sand pounds was taken and reciev’d by the Said 
Governour Cosby contrary to even the directions 
in the Said Resolve, and he drew A warrant for 
the Said Money And reciev’d it before the bills 
mentiond were Sunk; and was paid it out of 
the money Rais’d to Sink and destroy them: and 
by Such Misapplication prevented the Said bills 
from being call’d in and destroy’d: So that they 
Still remain uncalld in; and pass in payment 
tho the time limited for their currency Expired 
so long since as y* 1" of December 1733: and 
there is no fund to Sink and destroy them. this 
as your Majesties memorialist concieves, is, and 
will be of dangerous consequence to the trade, 
and publick credit of that your majesties Prov- 
ince: and as the taking of such guift or present 
was in itselfe pernicious, and A direct breache, 
both of the Expresse letter, and plain meaning of 
your Majesties instruction to him; Your Majes- 
ties Petitioner therefore humbly pray:s that your 
Majestie will be graciously pleas’d to Recall the 
Said Governour from that your Government (that 
being the penalty Expressly annexed by your 
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Majestie, to the breache of your Royall instruc- 
tion in that case) and inflict Such other -markes 
of your displeasure for such A conduct, as your 
Maj:stie in Your Great Wisdome Shall think 
most Propper to prevent any future Governour 
from doing the like. 

Collonel Cosby your Majesties Governour of 
New Yorke gave great uneasyness to Your Sub- 
— there by Permiting [a] french Sloop from 

uisbourg a new Settlem‘ under the Dominion 
of the french King to trade in Nfew] York and 
too easily giving credit to A letter Said to be 
wrote to him by the french [Go]vernour pretend- 
ing A great Scarcity & want of provisions in that 
Place ; when it Appeard by the Confessions and 
affidavits of Some of the Mariners on board of 
the Said Sloop, that there was no Such necessity 
but on the contrary Rather a great plenty there 
having been but little before they left that place 
three Vessells laden with provisions there, and 
two more going into the harbour when they 
came Away and more dayly expected. That 
there was on board the Said Sloop besides the 
ordinary company that belonged to her Several] 
officers and Soldiers an Engineer & Sup'numerary 
Pilots in the pay of the french King. That they 
had curiously taken all the depths, Shouldings, 
Courses, landmarks, makings and Views of land 
from ten leagues distance at Sea unto the City of 
New York and platted or mark’d them down on 
A map or chart they had for that purpose. their 
being permitted freely to walk the Streets and 
enter and View without Controll the fort and 
other places then & still in A ruinous & defence- 
less condition (a liberty never indulg’d the Sub- 
jects of your Majestie by the french in any of 
their Settlements in North America) and after- 
wards Suffered to returne back Some of the 
officers by land to Canada & the others in the 
Sloop thro the Sound the other way of accesse 
to the Port of New York, where, it is not to be 
doubted they were Equally curious in making of 
propper discoveries: And their having left with 
the Governour considerable presents in wine, 
brandy and Oyle, Render’d the Governours Con- 
duct in this case very much Suspected by the 
inhabitants who could not be easily induced to 
believe that the Governour could be ignorant 
(without blame) of what was known to most of 
the inhabit™ or that the french King would be 
at the expence of Engin[eers Soldjiers & Super- 
numerary pilots to purchase provisions (had there 
been any want of th[em which th]ere was not) 
but that they were Sent for those purpgses wens 
suitable] to their Employments which" they had 
80 well perform’d. — how far this Conduct of 
the governours was blameable is humbly Sub- 
mitted to Your Majestie but the knowledge the 
french had acquired on this Occasion filled 
y® inhabitants with terrible Apprehensions of 
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the dangerous consequences of it and gave rise 
to an Act Since pass’d for the fortifying the City 
of New York Entitled an Act to Strike and 
make Currant bills of Credit to the Vallue of 
£12000 on the fonds and for the uses therein 
mentioned. 

Tho all agreed to the necessity of fortifying 
the city of New York yet there being no Engineer 
upon the Spot nor any person suppos’d to be suf- 
ficiently Skill’d in the Er:cting of fortifications ; 
the Assembly did not so generally agree, either 
in the plans or drafts layd before them, or in the 
places proposed to Erect them on. Many thinking 
the Schemes Proposed were calculated for the 
benefit of Private persons who had Lands lying 
Adjacent to them & unsuitable both with regard 
to their forms and Scituation to Answer the ends 


| proposed. So that many matters relating to the 


Above bill in the manner it is now pass’d were 
carried but by A bare majority the Rest seeming 
to be indifferent whether it was pass’d or not: 
but the Governour, whose conduct with Relation 
to the french Sloop, and taking the guift or pres- 
ent above mentioned contrary to the intent of the 
givers out of the fond appropriated to Sink their 
Publick bills of credit which now pass without 
any fond to Support them ; and with Relation to 
other matters in the Sequell of this to be layd 
before your Majesty, having procured to himself 
allmost the Universall dislike of your Majesties 
Subjects inhabiting those parts, had often Re- 
course to the common methods made use of by 
Governours of getting Addresses made to y"selves 
(which for the most part are fill’d with unde- 
serv’d panegyricks on their conduct and trans- 
mitted hither in order to decieve their Superiors) 
and made the passing of this Verry bill (in A 
most extraordinary manner) a pretext for his 
procuring Such an addresse from the generall 
Assembly of that Province; and it is believd 
was the true Reason which induced Him to pass 
it. for, after the bill had pass’d the house and 
was Sent up to the Councill then consisting of 
five members & w™ five are generally Summoned 
and others of the Councill (tho in town) omitted, 
he comunicated to them your Majesties 17" instrue- 
tion by w® the Governour is Expressely Com- 
anded not to give his Assent to any Act whereby 
bills of credit may be issued in lieu of money 
without A clause to be incerted in Such Act de- 
claring the Same Shall not take Effect untill the 
Said Act Shall be approv’d of by vour Maj:stie 
&c.—The Hon”* councill instead of Adding that 
clause to the bill then before them (as the 

might, And on that Occasion was mest naturall 
and fit for them to have done) Sent to the Assem- 
bly to let them know that they had Appointed A 
committee to meet A committee of the Assembly 
to consider of A Joint Addresse to be made by 
them to the Governour to desire him to passe 
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the bill, it appearing to them to be against Your 
majesties 17“ instruction communicated by the 
Governour unto them and therefore could not 
advise him to pass it UNLEss the immediate use 
& necessity of it was Set forth and Shewn to him 
in A more particular manner.—this being allso 
Desired by the Governour himselfe in A message 
from him by the Speaker the Address desired 
was with much ado Obtain’d by Surprise at the 
close of the Session (an agreement then Subsist- 
ing Amongst them Not to admit of any new mo- 
tion of an extraordinary nature) when some of 
the members were departed to their homes not 
in the least Suspecting any Such matt:r and was 
Carried by the Votes of thirteen members (the 
halfe of tw:nty Six of which that Assembly Con- 
sists) who at that time by Reason of the A bsentees 
became the majority ; the rest objecting to it as 
a thing never before done and of ill consequence 
and urging that the bill itselfe being pass’d by 
them Sufliciently Shewd their desire of having it 
pass’d by the other branches of ye legislature 
and the Reasons for doing of it and was all the 
Address that was needfull or fit for them to 
Make. but they being out voted the Address de- 
sired was presented and the governour on Re- 
cieving it thank’d them for (what he calld) the 
Justice they had done him; & told them he 
would give his Assent to the bill notwithstand- 
ing it was Against Your Mties 17" Instruction. 
and did afterwards give his assent to it contrary 
to your majesties Instruction And Such Assent 
acknowledg’d both by himselfe and the hon"* 
councill to be so; and by Such assent and his 
taking the before mention’d guift or present con- 
trary to Another of your Majesties Instructions 
expressly forbiding the Same, has created in the 
minds of your Subjects there an Opinion that 
notwithstanding your Majesties instructions in 
the most Strong and Expresse termes Command- 
ing or forbidding any thing there is a discretion- 
ary power lodg’d in the Governour to comply 
with them or not as he shall Judge fit. 

As in all cases of issuing bills of credit in 
lieu of money in New York, Your Majestie b 
prohibiting your governour to assent to any bill 
for that purpose unless with the additionall 
clause before mentioned did reserve to Your Selfe 
the judging and determining whether ye Reasons 
or Suppos’d necessity were Sufficient and Such as 
ought to induce your Majestie to permit them to 
issue ; So in the present case, the Clause directed 
by your Majestie might have been incerted ; and 
your Majesties Approbation (had you Judg’d it 
propper to have given it) might have been had 
= ee Enough transmitted to have answered 
all the good oses Supposed to be intended b 
the Said bn of m 

Your Maj:sties Memorialist Begg leave to 
Suggest that the issuing of paper bills in lieu of 
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money having prov’d Very inconvenient and de- 
structive of the trade of most or all of the Plan- 
tations where they have been Admitted to be 
currant if Governours are permitted to dispence 
with your Majesties instructions with impunity 
there never will be wanting Specious Pretexts 
for the Making of Such bills unless some way be 
found to prevent it more Effectuall than any 
hitherto Attempted has as yet Prov’d. 

The discovery made by the french Sloop above 
mentioned into the port of N York and the weak 
and defenceless condition of that City of w™ the 
french when on the Spot were imprudent enough 
to boast with what Ease it might be destroy’d, 
Justly alarmed the inhabitants and put them 
upon enquiries into the State & condition of the 
foure independant Companies then in that Prov- 
inve by whose assistance they hoped a tollerable 
defence might be made against any Sudden at- 
tavk but upon Enquiry it was discovered by the 
Oath of Hugh Monro one of the lieutenants of 
the Said companies (ready to be layd before 
Your Majestie when You will please to call for 
the Same) that instead of one hundred men in 
each of these independant companies there was 
not fourty ; & these for the greatest part Roman 
Catholicks and transported convicts, made uneasie 
by being poorly and Ill cloathed, [and] tho 
Colle Cosby Receives about £1300 Sterling for 
the Yearly cloathing of those companies that he 
oe = only about one hundred and Sixty 
blue duffals coates or Surtouts - the Vallue of 
about f ly Pounds New York currency being 
about 40 Such coates to a Company for one 
Yeares cloathing; That for one other Years 
cloat|ing] he gave them about the like number 
of Red coat:s both bad in their kind allso old & 
moth eaten; that he had heard that the Cap- 
tain:s had Signed Reciets to the Captaines* 
for two full mountings of cloathing but that he 
is well assured that no more Cloathing was then 
Really delivered than what is above mentioned; 
w™ he says is not neare the halfe of one Mount- 
ing. That before the time of his taking the aff- 
davit w™ was on the 13'" day of december 1733 
there had been but one muster w™ was made in 
the month the Governour ariv’d Viz August 
1732 but that notwithstanding there were no 
other musters made Muster Rolls Sign’d w*» the 
name of Francis Harrison (one of your Majesties 
councill there) have been offered to the Said 
Monro to Signe w» he Refus’d to do, he not 
knowing of any Reall muster made to warrant 
his doinggo. 

Your Majesties Memorialist has long known 
this lieut:nant Monro and believes him to be an 
honnest man, heard him affirm the sevrrall par- 


* Thus in the original Manuscript; but evidently a clerical 
error.—Ep. Hist. Maa. 
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ticulars Above and Saw him make Oath to them: 
he has since that time been Confin’d by Colle 
Cosby to his house in which he Remaind A long 
time A prisoner, and (as your Memorialist Be- 
lieves) doth Still so Remaine on pretence of his 
having Refus’d Ubedience to the Governours Or- 
ders, commanding him to Oswego, a frontier 
garrison on the lakes about four hundred miles 
distant from New York at that time not his 
turne to go to; and, by reason of his age, 
men ties, & ill state of health, incapable of 
erforming so long a Journy, great part of 
_— ts through an] uninhabited Wilderness : 
whereas the true Reason of confining that Old 
and hon[oradle man is belliev’'d to be owing to 
the discovery he had made of the ill cond|[déiun 
and] ill usage of your Majesties troops in that 
Province: of we your Maj:stie may be fully in- 
form’d; would you graciously please to direct 
Enquiries» to be made on the Spot, when Coll° 
Cosby Your Governour there, is depriv’d of that 
influence his power whils’t he possesies it will 
naturally have to conceale it: Your Majesties 
Me:norialist humbly beggs leave farther to Sug- 
gest, that while the Governours of that Province 
have any thing to do with the payment and 
Cloathing of those troops, there is little Reason 
to hope that Your Soldiers there will be Justly 
dealt with, or prove of that use and defence to 
the Province as Your Majestie Graciously in- 
tended they Should be. 

Your Majestie and Your Royall Predecessors 
have been Graciously Pleased by the Generall 
tenor of Your instructions to your Governours to 
make the laws of England the Standard rule and 
Measure by which your Subjects inhabiting the 
Province of New York should be Governed as 
nearly as the Circumstances of dominions So dis- 
tant would admit And as courts and offices of Judi- 
cature are the channells through web those laws 
Should flow & the benefit of them be communi- 
cated to your Mts Subjects Your Govern’ have 
been by Such instructions directed or commanded 
not to Erect any court or Office of Judicature 
not before Erect:d nor to dissolve any allready 
Ev:eted or Established w'tout Your Majesties 
expeciall order for that Purpose. ‘This has been 
construed by some Gov:rnours to imply A power 
solely lodged in themselves to Erect or dissolv: 
courts at their pleasure but that they were Re- 
strain’d in the use of that Power to previous 
Especiall orders from y- Crown for that Purpose 
& had they kept themselves within the limits of 
those directions (had they been Realy Vested 
with Such a power) there had been little Reason 
of Complaint. But the Laws of England being 

enerally understood to be in the main the 
scheme and pattern by we the Plantations in 
America Should be Governed and the Earliest 


Governours and Governed both deeming that! 
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courts of Generall Jurisdiction Especially courts 
of Equity were agreeable to those Laws (as the 
interpretation of them had been long setled) 
only to be setled and Established by the Gov- 
ern’ by Acts of the whole Legislature (in what- 
soever forme that legislature Existed) And not by 
the Governr Solely or any one or more distinct 
part or parts of it exclusively of the Rest 
Coll: Dongan (afterwards Earle of Lymerick) 
when Govern of New York under the Duke of 
York (afterwards King James the Seccond) did, 
in the yeare 1683 by Act of the whole Legislature 
Erect, Settle, and Establish the sev:rall courts of 
yt Province and by the Said Act A court of 
Chancery was Erect:, to determine all matters of 
Equity & to consist of the Governour & councill 
_ not of the Govern, Solely as hath been 
ately practised) & by the Said Act the Gov- 
ernour was impowred to make and Constitute A 
chancell' in his Stead to be Assisted with Such 
other Councell™ as he Should think fit and Con- 
venient. this was a perpetuall Act & remaines 
Still unrepealed by any Act of Parliament or 
Act of the Legislature or by any other legall 
way known to the people there and the Said 
Govern’ Dongan did afterwards in the following 
Year 1684 by Act of the Legislature Disolve 
and take Away A court of General! Jurisdiction 
both in Law and equity then existing known by 
the name of the generall Court of Assises & 
this method of setling or altering of Courts 
by Acts of the whole legislature continued 
to be put in use by temporary Acts till some 
time in ye Yeare 1698 or 1699 when the last 
of those temporary Acts being suffred to Ex- 
ire by its owne limitation the Barle of Bello- 
mont then Governour of that Province conciev- 
ing that the power of Erecting courts was — 
lodged in the Governour and Councill he too 

upon himselfe to Establish them by an Ordinance 
in Councill: but as he kept pretty nigh to the 
Same methods that had been directed by the Acts 
of Assembly and did not meddle with the Court 
of Equity or Chancery but Suffred it to continue 
upon its Antient footing, his Setlement of the 
Courts in that manner Seem’d rather A necessary 
provision for the Administration of Justice than 
any innovation and for that reason gave no 
great uneasiness to the inhabitants: but when 
the Administration of that Government came into 
the hands of the Lord Cornbury (afterward Earle 
of Clarendon) in the begining of the reigne of 
Queen Anne tho’ at first he followed the method 
us’d by his Predecessor M' Nanfan Lieutenant 
Govern of that Province and took to his Assist- - 
ance in the Court of Chancery Such of the Coun- 
cill as he Judged most Suitable for his Purpose 
and with them made decrees and they Jointly 
Sign’d them yet in a little time finding the men 
even chosen by himselfe would not go all the 
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lengths Required and decree as he would have 
them but contrary to his Opinion he insisted that 
the councill had. no Judiciall authority to de- 
cree at all, but were ministeriall and only named 
— him their Opinion and Advice in the case 
he might take or Refuse as he Judg’d best & 
accordingly gave decrees against the Majority or 
all their Opinions wtbout any Regard had to 
them & Sign’d them himselfe on pretence of his 
being Sole Chancell’ Exclusive of the Councill. 
He had before or about that time by proclama- 
tion or Act of Council] Suspended the Court of 
Chancery & after that by An Ordinance in Coun- 
cill declared that Suspension Void & either by 
that or another ordinance in Councill Erected A 
court of Chancery & lodged the Sole power of 
aa the Governr Exclusive of the Coun- 
cill. is proceeding gave the utmost uneasy- 
ness to the inhabitants who concieved that the 
Governour Singly or Governour and Councill 
Jointly taking upon him or themselves to Erect 
or alter Courts of Equity Exclusive of the As- 
sembly & Ev:n Contrary to A known Act of the 
whole legislature then in force was the taking 
upon him or themselves A power to Repeale by 
an Ordinance in Councill an Act of the whole 
Legislature which was neither Warranted by 
the Royall instructions nor Consistant with the 
Laws & therefore the generall assemblyes of that 
Province both of that time and Since have often 
come into warme Resolves against it declaring 
that the Setting up of A Court of Equity in that 
Collony without Consent in Generall Assembly 
was an innovation without Presid:nt, and con- 
trary to the English Law & the then As- 
sembly farther declared & resolved that 
the Said court of Chancery as then lately Erected 
& managed there was and is unwarrantable, A 
great Oppr:ssion to the Subject, of pernicious Ex- 
ample & consequence & y' all proceedings orders 
and decrees are and of right ought to be declared 
null & Void & ordered a bill to be brought in 
Accordingly but without Effect: tha’ Governour’s 
Assent to a bill of that kind weh condem’d his 
own Conduct being not to be ExPected: but the 
— dissatisfaction grew so great that the 
overnment for some Yeares during part of the 
time of that noble Lord & his Success[or con- 
tin]u’d without any Support & the great differ- 
ence between the Governours and Assemblyes 
and A generall d es verry prejudiciall 
to ye Service of the Crown Still Subsists on that 
head and hath been often l ] the Con- 
duct of the Governrs for the time being Some of 
whom would hold no Such Cour[ts & others] of 
them but rarely Just as they deem’d themselv:s 
Equall or unfit for the task, or as they hapned to 
be influenced by ye party or persons into whose 
hands they had put themselves and this caus’d 
either a total Stagnation or A great delay of the 
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Justice Sued for in that Court to the great and 
irrepairable damage of the Suitors So that had 
the Court been legally Established (as that has 
been allwayes denyed by one branch of the legis- 
lature) yet as ithath been and is now managed 
und’ the Sole dir:ction of A govern" not Com- 
pellable (by any known method) to hold it and 
who may if he pleases Alltogether decline it, it 
is far froin being a benefit to your Majesties Sub- 
jects or answering the Good Ends that Should be 
intended by it As this court of Chancery under 
the Governour as A Chancell* or Sole Judge had 
Subsisted for some time coutrary to the Said Act 
of Assembly purely by the Supposed Authority 
of an Ordinance in Councill Erecting the Same, 
So in time it became Matt of doubt to the Gov- 
ernours themselves whether it could b: so 
Erected or not & upon Enquiry of M' Mompes- 
son then chief Justice of that Province by Mr 
Hunter how the Chancell' was made ineingland 
being told it was done by the Delivery of the 
Great Seale A committee of Council of y* Prov- 
ince [who] had that Matter under their consider- 
ation were of Opinion & so reported that the 
delivery of] the Seale of the Province of New 

ork to the Governour Constituted him A ch[an- 
cellor a|ccordingly he Opened the Court of Chan- 
cery by Proclamation [ ] has continued 
ever Since but the Generall assembly of that 
time concieving [ ] tradition of the Seale 
in England might constitute A chancell* or Judge 
of A court in being long before the memory of 
man yet the Seale of the Province of New York 
not beiag given with that intent but for other 


| purposes could not Extend to make the Govern’ a 


Sole chancell' or Judge in New York contrary 
to the Express words of an Act in force there 
w had made a different Provision ; and there- 
fore persisted in their Resolves & this has prov'd 
from time to time A bone of Contention between 
the Governours & the People of no Service to the 
Governours nor (as your Memorialist concieves) 
of any benefit to your Majestie. And tho perhaps 
this matter might hav: been in A tract of tiie 


| Settled and the uneasiness Occasioned by it 


Calmed by A governour of temper not too much 
under the government of his Passions Yet Such 
has been the Conduct of y* Present Govern" Cos- 
by that As matters have been and are now Man- 
aged by him he has given Greater cause of dis- 
quiet and uneasyness than any thing heretofore 
done by any former Governour and may be pro- 
ductive of consequences dangerous to the publick 
peace unless yonr Majestie in yoer great good- 
ness and commiseration of your Subjects there 
give Such timely Salutary directions as may pre- 
vent the ill effects of so unpr:sidented A conduct. 
for upon the Death of John Mongomerie 
Esq’ your Majesties Governour of New York the 
Government there devolved upon Rip Van Dam 





1867.) 


Esq’ president of your Majesties councell there 
who as he bore the burden of it deem’d himselfe 
intitled to all the Sallary proffits and Emolu- 
ments of it & by the Advice of your Majesties 
Councill there took them to himselfe as both the 
Said Councill & himselfe conciev’d he had a right 
todo: but upon the Arivall of Colle Cosby he 
the said Cosby produced an Instruction in Coun- 
cill Said to be under Your Majesties Signat and 
Signe manuall whereby was giv:n to him the one 
halfe of all the Sallary perquisites and Emmolu- 
ments of that Government from the death of the 
Said Montgomerie; w hapned long before the 
date of your Majesties letters Patent constitut- 
ing the Said Cosby to be governour of that prov- 
ince and the councill upon this mad: an 
Order to the said Van Dam to pay back 
the Said Moyetie (not to Colle Cosby to 
whom it was given; but) into the treas- 
ury as being your Majesties money and 
upon Refusall of Payment A suit was com- 
mencd by ye Said Govern: Cosby agains the Said 
Van Dam in Your Majesties Name by English 
bill in the Supream Court of that Province 
wch Court from the Commencement of it till that 
time (being about fifty yeare) was never known 
to have had any Jurisdiction in Equity and upon 
A plea to the Jurisdiction the Chief Justice was 
of Opinion that it had no Such Jurisdiction nor 
could have any Such given it According to the 
Laws of England (we by his Commission were to 
be the rules he was to Judge by) by any ordinance 
of the Governr and Councill (thono Such ordinance 
was then in being) without Assent of the Legisla- 
ture and after the giving of this Opinion the Said 
Chief Justice was by Governr Cosby Removd 
from his office w‘bout any Reason then given for his 
doing so & for no cause then known but his 
having given that Opinion. the two Junior 
JudgesWwere of Opinion Against the Chief Justice 
that the Said Supream Court was Vested with a 
Jurisdiction in Equity and that by the Common 
law to w°h the Subjects there they Said were in- 
titled the Said Subjects were intitled (not to 
Similar or like Courts; but) to the Same courts 
that as the Same Laws Extended the Same courts 
must Extend & that the Supream court in New 
York had all the Jurisdiction of (and was) the 
Court of King’s bench, Common pleas, & Excheq' 
in Your Majesties Kingdom of England. and at an- 
other day the Youngest of the two Junior Judges 
before whom was Argued an Exception to the bill 
brought in Yr Maties name against Van Dam for 
want of Equ'ty Alleging that where your Mtie 
Could have Relief at Common law Equity was not 
to be had recourse to the Said Judge did not dis- 
miss the bill for the want of Equity (on all hands 
confess’d) but ov:rruled the Exception and declared 
it for Law that in any case where Your majestie 
might have Reliefe at common law, your majesty 
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might Apply for it in A course of Equity. how 
far the Points above with Respect to the Courts 
& your majesties Suing for Relief in A course of 
Equity b: law is most humbly Submitted to Your 
Majestie and Your Most hon»le Privy Councill as 
is the making use of your Majesties name in so 
Extraordinary A case where it Appeard by your 
Majesties instruction (nothing of that nature 
having been ever before known in that Province) 
that Coll» Cosby your Governour was Solely con- 
cern’d in interest in the Event of the Suit. but 
be that as it will the Proceedings in that case 
gave the Greatest uneasiness to your Majesties 
Subjects there who could not concieve that the 
Supream Court of New York was either the Kings 
bench Common Pleas or Excheq, in England, or 
all of them together or had Equall powers & tho 
they were generally unaquainted w‘h arguments 
in Law they knew in fact that ye Supream Court 
had never Excercised any Jurisdiction in Equity 
from its first Erect, till that time and believ’d the 
whole proceedings a Strain to force a Sum of 
money from Van Dam webas they believ’d he 
justly was intitled to & had Reciew’d & could not 
be taken from him & given to Coll, — by 
any Instruction whatsoever whether Regularly 
Obtained or not. They Saw their Judge displaced 
who had long serv’d with Reputation and as they 
concievd for daring to give an Opinion that he 
thought to be Law: this they deem’d rendred the 
Judges more dependant on A Govern: than Your 
Majestie intended they Should be and inconsistant 
with the Secure enjoyment of their liberties and 
properties weh they were Sure your Majestie was 
far from intending. these Proceedings gave rise 
to Sev:rall petitions from the City of N Y & 
many of the most considerable counties in that 
Your Majesties Province to the Assembly to bring 
in A bill to Settle ye Sev:rall Courts of that Pro- 
vince by Act of the Legislature as the only Solid 
foundation on w') they could be Erected to the 
General] Satisfaction and the not doing So has 
rais’d Such A generall ferment and dissatisfaction 
— Your Subjects there with your Governour 
as is difficult to describe & not Easie to quiet. 
Things do not rest here but the future conduct of 
the Said Cosby by one of the highest Invasions of 
property under the Umbrage of Your Majesties 
Authority Joynd to his other conduct but too 
plainly eed the Inhabitants what they were to 
Expect from the man. The City of [Albany had} 
been intitled by A grant under the Seale of the Pro- 
vince of New Yorke to A tract of land of Co [ ] 
in the Mohawks country and had for a long time 
payd A yearly Quitrent of one beav:r Skin to [ fo ]r 
the Same but not having made A purchase of it 
from the Indians they Some tim[e since thJought it 
necessary to make A purchace of the Rey:rsion of 
it & a deed was executed accordingly & lodged in 
the hands of their Mayor but Collo Cosby being 
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at Albany did for Reasons best known to himselfe 
desire the _— to let him have A sight of the 
Said deed w-) being done under confidence of being 
Safely Returnd your Majesties Governour instead 
of returning it as was Justly Expect:d Ordered it 
to be destroyd & it was by the 8‘ Govern's order 
destroyd Accordingly (as may appeare by the 
Petition from y Said People to Your Majestie and 
the Affidavits Anexd to it herewith deliv:red at 
their desire to Your Majestic at whose Royall feet 
they lay their Complaints against so Extraordi- 
nary and (as they Concieve) unjust and illegall A 
Proceeding. 

[That t]he Court of Chancery under the Gov- 
ernour there as Sole Judge did Exist by Virtue 
of [an Ordin]ance in Councill (contrary to An 
Act in force) was allwaies matter of debate and 
Seemed to determined by the opinion of the 
board [ef Z']rade in the time of Queen Anne in 
their letter to Mr Hunter then Govern” of that 
province in favour of the Governour but that 
Opinion being given without hearing argument 
& on A matter not Judicially before them was 
deemed only the private Opinion of the writers 
and had not that weight [with the injhabitants, 
as their Lps possibly might Expect it Should 
but the Assemblyes Sti[ their declara- 
tions and Resolves of its being illegale and of dan- 
gerous consequence { Establishd or not 
no person brought before it Ever pleaded to the 
te ] by way of Appeale to be 
Judg’d of by a competent auth[ority 
sent of parties was Suppos’d to be sufficient to 
Justifie any decree given Even if that court were 
admitted not otherwise to have had Jurisdiction 
in the Case. thus matters concerning that court 
hav: Stood for Some time passd but y- late con- 
duct of Governour Cosby gave the inhabitants 
Aprehensions of consequences from it the most 
dangerous to their ——? and that nothing 
lesse is intended by him than the resumption of 
all the lands Granted by Your Majestie and your 
Royall predecessors to the inhabitants of that 
collony or the forcing them to A composition 
for them on Such t:rms as he will please to im- 
pose. for the Said Governour Cosby has directed 
informations to be filed in your Majesties name 
in the Said Court of Chancery (of w* he is the 
Sole Judge) Against Severall of Your Subjects. 
there in order to Set aside A patent or Grant of 
Land made in Your Majesties name by John 
Montgomerie the next immediate predecessor of 
Colle Cosby to Severall persons therein Named 
and when A plea was put in w'h Exceptions to 
the Jurisdiction of th[e Cojurt as to its Estab- 
lishment alleging that there was A known law 
then unrepealed by w:! the Judges of the [Cou]rt 
of Chancery were to be the Governour and Coun- 
cill and not the Governour Solely to that [he 
was being concerned in [the suit] he being to Re- 
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cieve large Summs of money for the [ 

Jhose lands ; to the method of proceeding in A 
course of Equity web (as they were advis’d) the 
Law and practice of this Kingdom are uter 
Strangers to.—this plea was overruled without 
hearing any argument on it tho A day was Set 
for that purpose. Two Short points w:re by the 
inhabitants Expect:d to have been discussed on 
these Exceptions had the Governour suffred them 
to hav: been Argued Viz 1st whether the admin- 
istration of Justice According to the course of 
Equity Should be Subj: cted to the rule and di- 
rection of A known Act of Assembly by w " the 
Governour and the whole councill were appointed 
to be Judges? or whether the Gov: ernour allone 
should be the Judge without any warrant or 
authority from any known Law whatsoever— 
2! the Govern having by Virtue of Your Majes- 
ties Letters Patent A power of granting the lands 
of the Crown and by the usage of his predeces- 
sors taking large Rewards under the name of 
fees for Granting of them; may grant them to 
persons in trust for himselfe ; (as Governours 
hav: frequently done) and Consequently has a 
large interest in all such matters, whether Such 
Governour in A case of this kind is A propper and 
indifferent Judge and hath (or ought to have) the 
Sole Power According to, or in A course of Hquity 
to Resume and take back Such lands as he or his 
Predecessors had Granted ? 

The allegations in this Plea being not deny’d 
nor anything Said by way of replication to avoid 
them the facts alleged in the plea are (asis suid) 
to be taken as confessed to be true; and y: gov- 
ernours over ruling it without Argument is un- 
derstood by the inhabitants to be his own deter- 
mination in his own favour ; an asserting that he 
was not bound by the Laws of the province ; a 
taking upon himselfe to Act In Oppogition to 
them ; and an Open & avow’d declarati™ that he 
is A competent Judge tho greatly concern’d in 
inter:st in the Event of all Suits of that kind that 
come before him: and (what they think worse) 
that he has the Sole power according to or in A 
course of Equity to Resume and take back Such 
lands as he or his Predecessors had granted. 

This Your Majesties Subjects there see with 
Horrour and dread the consequences of. there 
are but too many legall imperfections in their An- 
tient grants made in the infancy of times, and 
but too many Seeming inconsistencies in their 
new ones which will at all times give collour for 
Suites of this nature; and were they to be tryed 
before Your Majestie in Councill your Subjects 
there would have ground to hope that notwith- 
standing any Reall or imaginary defects in their 
Grants whether Old or new your Majesties Royall 
bounty and goodness would rather Supply those 
defects by new Grants for what was intended to 


‘be granted, than Resume those lands to your 
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Selfe and dispossess the antient owners of thw, 
who had been at great expense and labour in 
the cultivating and improv:ment of them; think- 
ing themselves safe in the Enjoyment of the fruits 
of their Labour under Your Maj:sties Protection 
and that of the Laws made in Order to Secure 
them: but with unspeakable concerne they find 
themsely:s under the directions of A govern- 
our Superior to the controll of any person there 
in the use of any power he will please to Say he 
is Vested with and from whom they have no 
Reason to hope the least Clemency or his declin- 
ing any meanes to Enrich himselfe that is at- 
tended with the least prospect of Gain A person 
who when formerly Governour of Minorca is 
said to have Rendred himselfe most hatefull to 
our Subject there by many Acts of Violencear- 
itrary and despotick Government & if the case 
of Bonav:ntura Capeda Villa concerning Some 
Snuff Seisd by y* st Cosby heard before A com- 
mittee of his late Majesties most honourable 
privy Councill is to be Rely’d on for truth he 
ventur’d to tell y* Judges there yt he had his 
Majesties Orders to Command onl Require them 


on pain of his Royall displeasure to Condemn 

the Said Snuff when upon the most diligent 

Search in ee er offices here no Such Order 
) 


was (as is Said) to be found but rather the Con- 
trary his conduct whilest Govern" of New Yorke 
has prov’d but too Agreeable to [accounts] given 
of him from other places where he had the honnour 
of any Comand* the [inhabit|ants beheld w* as- 
tonishment his getting possession of the Albany 
deed and then destroyi[ng o]f it: and tho this was 
done on a feign’d pretence yt the Said deed was 
fraudulently [obtained by the persons claiming 
by it yet had there been any process against the 
Said corporation on that head (even in a course 
of Fquity) Setting forth the frauds usd in Ob- 
tainin it had they been on timely notice 
heard in their defence or any Opportunity given 
them to controvert the Suggestions alleged and 
Defend the methods us’d in Obtaining of it what 
the Govern’ did might possibly beare to hav: 
Something Said at least in alleviation of his Con- 
duct: but for Your Majesties Representative and 
the Governour of a Province who is above con- 
troll to gain this deed (of so great consequence to 
them) by Surprise in order to destroy it, to de- 
tain it against the owners consent notwithstand- 
ing Repeated Requests and intreaties to Rede- 
liver it and after that to order it to be destroy’d 
and then Avow the doing of it on the feignd pre- 
tence y' it was illegally obtaind when no such 
pretence or complaint was known to be made by 
the indians nor anything of that kind came Ju- 


* Reference is made, in this place, to a memorandum in the 
margin, in another hand-writing, relative to additional matter 
to be here inserted ; but the new matter has not been found.— 
Ep. Hist. Maa, 
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dicially be[fore him the] said corporation & the 


generallity of the inhabitants concieves an in- 
stance of [ ] unbecoming one who has 
the honour to Represent your Majestie and [hav- 
[tng un]parraleld in any government of Laws 
where the Subjects have any thi[ng they! can 
ca|ll their Own* these & other instances of abso- 
lute and despotick government ;th[ 

ought and acting directly against your Maj:s- 
ties positive instructions bat too plainly Shows 
the inhabitants what [the]y are to expect from 
A Governour of that Disposition cloathed with So 
unbounded [a power] they therefore humbly 
throw themselves at Your Majesties feet implor- 
ing A relief [ ency Suitable to your 
Majesties Goodness and Justice and the manifest 
hard[ship of their case & Your Majesties Memo- 
rialist and petitioner doth in his own and [ 


II.—THE JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN WIL- 
LIAM BEATTY, OF THE MARYLAND 
LINE, 1776 TO 1780. 


[From the original Manuscript belonging to the 
Maryland Historical Society.] 


June 25th, 1776.—I was appt’ an Ensign in ye 
flying Camp raised in the State of Md the 3d July 
I reced my Warrant in Seven days recruited my 
Quota of Men March’d for Philadelphia the 
13th august Where the Comp‘ Joined the Regt to 
Which it belonged after Some few days Which it 
took to Equip We proceeded to New York Where 
We arrivd the 5th of September & Continued in 
it a Week When the Whole army Except a 
Small body Moved up the Island Within One 
Mile of Fort Washington On the 15th of this 
month the Enemy Landed On the Island near 
Hell Gate & forced the Whole of our advanced 
troops to retire to the main body Which lay En- 
camped in the neighbourhood of Fort Washing- 
ton, The 16th in the forenoon some of our troops 
met With the Enemies’ Van Which brought on a 
brisk Engagement Which lasted Some time, 
When the Enemy gave Way, Some few days af- 
ter this Happened a New England Captain Was 
Dressed in Woman’s apparel arm’d With a 
Wooden gun & Sword & Drum’d out of the army 
for Cowardice, Sometime in October the Whole 
army Except a Garrison in Fort Washington 
Left York Island the Same day that this hap- 


* Another marginal reference, in a different hand-writing, 
indicates that sumething was to be inserted here.—Ep. Hist. 
Maa. 


+ In the margin opposite these words was a list of those 
“ other instances” which the memorialist referred to; but the 
greater part of it has been destroyed. The only legible words 
are “‘ his Snatching &c.” 
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pened I being very unwell Crossd the North 
river for the purpose of going in the Country 
to recover my health afier laying two Weeks at 
a Dutchmans at Scrawnburg Church Which 
lays nine Miles from fort Lee’& five from Hack- 
ensack Town I proceeded to join our Regt, Which 
during this time had been on their Way from 
Kings Bridge to Peeks-kill Where I met it in 
the beginning of November after laying here two 
or three days, We Went on board of Boats Which 
twenaported us down the North river to Kings 
ferry Where We landed and Encamped One night 
the next morning We began Our march towards 
the Jerseys by the Way of Tappan, Hackinsack 
Bridge & the Town about 10, 0,clock the night 
after passing the last place Our Brigade Were 
Ordered to Fort Lee Where We arrived some 
little time before day. On this March We 
crossed a ferry on the Hackensack, about five 
miles below the Bridge Which we crossed the 
day before, the day after our arrival at Fort Lee 
being the day the Enemy attacked Fort Wash- 
ington, Which Surrendered to them in the after- 
noon, The Enemies next object being Fort Lee 
Our army began to prepare for a retreat But be- 
fore this Could be accomplished the Enemy 
landed above us Which Obliged Our army to 
make a quick retreat leaving all our Heavy Can- 
non & Stores & Baggage of all kinds behind, 
the Whole of Which fell into the Hands of the 
Enemy, We now began our retreat through the 
Jersey by the way of Aquckanack Bridge Which 
Was tore up after Our troops had pass’d it, from 
this We retreated down the 2nd river to a little 
village by the Same name at this place With 
Some more Officers I quartered at a Gentlemans 
house Who treated us With a great deal of po- 
liteness & Hospitality From here I march’d 
With a Piquot by the Way of New ark to One 
Pecks, about four miles from New ark towards 
the mountain the Whole of this march being in 
the night the darkness of Which together With 
the Intolerable bad roads made this tour of duty 
very hard this Was the last time I mounted 
Guard While in the flying Camp, from New ark 
Our army retreated in two Collums One by the 
Way of Wood bridge to Brunswick & the Other 
by the New-ark mountain Springfields, Scotch- 
Plains Quibbletown & to Brunswick, While Our 
army lay in the neighbourhood of New ark the 
Sick Were Sent to Morristown; Two or three 
days after Our arrival at Brunswick being the 
first of December & the Expiration of the flying 
Camp troops time Our Brigade March’d to Phil- 
adelphia leaving Our Brave General With a 
very Weak army who in a little time after Was 
obliged to retreat across the Delaware river not- 
withstanding the few troops that were left With 
Our Hero it is Well known that he in less than 
a month killed & took upward of 2000 of the 


Enemy & Obliged a very Superior force to retreat 
to Brunswick the Consequence of Which Was 
they Were obliged in the Spring to abandon the 
Jersey intirely, after the flying Camps arrival to 
Philadelphia, 1 was employed in assisting to 
Pay & Discharge Compys until the 10th of De. 
cember When | set out for Home Where I arrived 
the 14th following. 

January 1st 1777. I accepted of a first Lts 
Commission in the Contl Service & immediately 
began to recruit On Which Service I Continued 
until some time in June When I march’d from 
Home With a party to join’d the Regt in Which 
I was to Serve I found the Regt With the army 
Which lay at Lincolns Gap, the 29th June. In 
two or 3 days after Our Division March’d towards 
the north’ river by the Way of Morristown, 
Pumpton Smiths Cove & newbern Where We 
Crossed the 7th of July and march’d to Fish. 
kills. On the foregoing March at Pumpton, I 
went On the first Genl Court Martial I ever Sat, 
on the 18th, 19th & 20th We lay at Fishkills. 
Monday the 2lst March’d to Peekskills 22d 
March’d five Miles towards Crowtan Bridge, The 
23d We March’d 4 Miles farther & Encamped On 
a Hill Called Mount Pleasant It lies in Cort 
land’s manor, The 24th a detachment of 500 
Men Were Ordered out of the Division to hold 
themselves in readiness to March at the shortest 
notice, however they never Were detached, the 
25th the troops Were drawn Out for the Execu- 
tion of two Soldiers for House breaking. The 
men were reprieved. Saturday 26th of July 
Our Division being Ordered to return to the Jer- 
sey again We March’d from mount Pleasant to 
Kings Ferry ; Sonday 27th in the forenoon the 
2nd Brigade Crossed the Ferry & in the afternoon 
the first Brigade Cross’d likewise The Whole Di- 
vision Encamped on the West Bank of the river, 
Monday 28th We march’d to Kakaa Which is 8 
Miles from Kings Ferry, ‘The next day We 
march’d to Paramas which is about 13 miles, 
Wednesday 30th We began our march very early 
this morning & made a halt about 10, o’clock at 
the Pasayac river about a Mile below the falls. 
Curiosity led me to see them they are a Curiou 
Worth Seeing the Water Some Small distance 
before it falls passes between two rocks about 
six feet from each Other then falls about 30 feet 
& passes between the same rocks for about 30 
yards Which Widen gradually till they are near 
30 feet apart at the end of these rocks the Water 
makes a very large pond, What makes the 
place of halting this day more remarkable hap- 
pining in a House near Whare the troops Halted, 
the owners of which had a child they said was 
23 years of age; the Head of this Child Was 
Larger than a Half Bushell; the body about the 
Size of a Child 7 or 8 years Old its Hands & feet 
Were useless to it the Skin as White as Milk not- 
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withstunding it had Never been able to Walk Or | 


set its Parents have taut it to read & it Would 
answer almost any Scriptural Quotations that 
Were askd it, The neighbours told me that the 
Father & Mother Were fonder of this child than 
any they had, altho they had Several beside that 
were not Deform’d, About 2, o’clock We pro- 
ceeded On Our march about 3 Miles below 
acquackanack Bridge on the 2d river. The 
Whole of this days March Was about 19 miles, 
Thursday 3lst This morning about thé time the 
troops began to March One of the Inhabitants 
Were taken up for assisting some of our Desert- 
ers over the Second River about a mile after 
assing through New-ark the troops Halted a 
bourt Rartial being immediately Ordered for the 
tryal of the Tory taken in the Morning, The 


Court passed Sentence of Death on him which | 


Genl Debore Ordered to be put in Execution by 
Hanging the poor fellow On the limb a Syca- 
more Bush close on the side of the road, the 
troops march’d to Springfield this Evening. 
Fryday august Ist 77, We march’d to Quibble- 
town & 2d to Middle Brook the 3d by the Way 
of Pluckemin to Vieltown, a Shower of rain 
this afternoon gave me a Compleat Soaking as I 
passed Pluckemin I Call’d & Din’d at Mr Pawli- 
sons this days march 17 miles. 

Monday the 4th March through Morristown to 
Hanover Which is 9 miles from Viel town, at 
this place We lay encamped untill the 21st of au- 
gust Only changing Our ground of Encampment 
a little, the 9th While at this place a Soldier was 
shot for Desertion to the Enemy, Thursday 21st 
the Division leaving their tents & Baggage With 
a small guard, began their march by the Way of 
Elizabeth Town & Crossed the Sound next morn- 
ing about 2, o’clock after the Whole of the Divi- 
sion being Safely on Staten Island We began to 
Penetrate it two Ways the first Br. upwards & 
the 2d Brigade Downwards, about 10, O,cl the 
Whole of our forces on the Island began to move 
towards the Old Blazing Star ferry to recross 
But the want of a Sufficient Ne of Boats made that 
business go on so slow that the Enemy had time 
to Cut off about 230 of our Rear, We took & 
brought off 9 officers & about 100 Men of the 
Enemy’s new levies, most of the troops that got 
off the Island Went to Spunktown this Evening, 
Saturday the 23d We march’d to Springfield 
Where we lay the next day, Monday 25th The 
army & Fleet of the Enemy being now in the 
Chesapeak Bay the Whole of our troops began 
to Move that Way this day We reach’d Bruns- 
wick, 26th Princetown Where we lay untill the 
28th than proceeded to Trenton & Crossed the 
Ferry, 30th We march’d five miles past Bristol, 
Saturday 31st March’d past Philadelphia & En- 
camped On the West Bank of Skuykill Where 
we Continued On Sonday, Monday Sept: 2nd 1777 
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March’d to Chester & the next day to Wilming- 
ton Where We lay untill the Sixth this day the 
troops being drawn up to march a musquet un- 
luckily Went off and Broke a soldiers leg Which 
Was cut off Soon after, We march’d to Ridlick 
Creek & Encamped, Sonday 7th as the approach 
of the Enemy gave reason to apprehend an at- 
tack the Whole of the troops were ordered to 
throw up Breast works in front of their respective 
Camps We began this Work to day & Compleated 
it On Monday the 8th about 10, O’clock, The En- 
emy not thinking Proper to Continue their march 
On the Road by Wilmington & new-Port But 
Push’d to Cross the Brandewine at Sbadsford 
Obliged Our army to Move that Way the 9th We 
began this march about 2, O,clock in the morn- 
ing, Wednesday 10th Sept the alarm guns Were 
fir’d & the Whole army got under arms, However 
the Enemy did not approach the army extended 
its Right Higher up the Brandewine at the Same 
time a Battery Was began by the Park of artillery 
Opposite Shads Ford, Our Division being On the 
Right of the Army, We extended to to large 
stone Mill about One Mile above the Ford in this 
Position We lay all night, Thursday llth Sept 
the Enemy appearing about 10, 0,clock the alarm 
Guns Were fired & troops drew up in Order of 
Sattle from this time till ubout two in the after- 
noon there Was a pretty Constant Cannonade at 
Shads Ford there Was likewise Some Skirmishing 
between parties of our people & the Enemy some 
time about the middle of this afternoon Intelli- 
gence was received that a very strong Body of 
the Enemy had Cross’d above Our army and Were 
in full march to outflank us this Obliged Our 
Right Wing to change their front to the right, But 
before this Could be fully put in execution the 
Enemy appeard & made a very Brisk attack 
Which put the Whole of our Right Wing to flight, 
However I believe this Was not done Without 
some Considerable loss on their Side as Some of 
the Right Wing behaved Gallantly at the Same 
time the attack Was made On the Right the Brit- 
ish began to Cross Shads Ford Which made the 
fire almost general on all quarters about Sun 
down the Whole of our army gave Way and re- 
treated to Chester We lost Fight Field Pieces 
I Immagin about 500 Men killed, Wounded & 
Prisoners as to the Enemies loss I cant pretend 
to Say but I immagin it must have been Consid- 
erable as there Was a great deal of very Heavy 
firing Fryday 12th We Continued Our Retreat to 
Skuylkill & the next day Passed by Philadelphia 
to German Town Where We Encamped, Sonday 
Sept 14th the Whole army Reeseuhd the Skuyl- 
kill at the Spring Mills and on the 16th Drew up 
in Order of Battle in the Neighbourhood of the 
White Horse But a very heavy rain Coming up 
prevented the Enemie stacking us about 2, 
o,clock in the afternoon We began to march to- 
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wards the Yellow Springs where we arrived 
about 2, O,clock, the next morning all the Small 
Branches that We Were obliged to Cross On this 
march Were so rais’d by the Hard rain that they 
took us to the Waiste & under the arms When We 
Waded them, none of our men preserved a Single 
round of ammunition that did not get thoroughly 
Wet the rain left off falling the morning of the 
17 about break of day, In the afternoon We began 
our march towards the valley Forge near Which 
We again W aded the Schuylkill On the 18, & Con- 
tinued Our march untill We got Opposite the En- 
emy at Sweéds Ford, after laying in this posi- 
tion a day or two the Enemy put themselves in 
motion to Cross the Schuylkill & our army leay- 
ing the Passes clear at the same time march’d 
up the Country to a Place called New Hanover 
Where We lay Some days during our stay at this 
place a Detachment Was sent to Mud Island below 
Philadelphia from this place We March’d to Per- 
keomen Mills, While at this Place We Were join’d 
by the Maryland Militia here Were fired 13 Pieces 
of Cannon for our Succeses to the northward, 
about the beginning of October We march’d 
from the Mills towards the Enemy & On the 3d in 
the Evening our Whole army began their march 
to attack the Enemy Who lay at German town 
and on the morning of the 4th about Sun rise the 
attack Was made With such Briskness that We 
had the pleasure to pursue the Enemy Intirely 
through German town When Cornwallis Coming 
With a reinforcement & Some bad management 
on our side obliged us to retreat this Was about 
9, 0,clock many of our troops Reached Penny- 
beckers Mills On the Perkeoman this Evening, 
the next day our Wounded Were sent to Reading 
& the army Encamped after laying at this place 
a few days the army mov’d towards the delaware 
River to the next main road between Perkeomen 
& that river While at this place We had the sat- 
isfaction of fireing the second feu de joy for our 
nothern armys Success against Burgoin from this 
place the army movd to the Encampment We oc- 
cupied the Evening before the Battle of German- 
town Here we reced the glorious news of the 
Captivity of Burgoin & his a On this Occasion 
was fired a Feu De Joy of Small arms & Cannon 
from this Encampment We movd Within three Or 
four miles of White marsh Bridge this being 
some time in November the next move was to the 
Hights rear the Bridge befere mentioned Where 
We remained until some time'in December, Some 
few days before our army left this Encampment 
the Enemy Came out as far as Chesnut hill about 
one mile & a half in our front during their Stay 
We lay Continually on our arms there happened 
some skirmishing between our advanced Parties 
& the Enemies the third night the Brittish thought 
proper to retreat Which they did With precipita- 
tion our army in two days after the Enemy re- 
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treated began their march for Winter Quarters’ 
Gen) Sullivans Division in front Who after they 
had Crossed the Schuylkill Ona foot Bridge near 
the gulf Mills Were obliged to recross by the ap- 
pearance of a Body of the Enemy that Were on 
the West Side of the river here We lay till near 
night then march’d as high as Sweeds ford Where 
We lay a day & night then march’d to the Gulf 
Hills from Which place all the army except the 
| Md Division march’d to the Valley Forge Where 
they built huts to pass the Winter in the Md Di- 
vision Went to Q™ in Wilmington Where they 
fared very well as to Quarters but the duty Was 
|very hard & the troops very bare of Clothing 
However in a few days after our arrival there We 
had the good fortune to take a valuable Prize of 





cloathing &c from the Enemy Which had ran 
ashore in the Delaware Some time in February 
1778 the Garrison Was alarmed by some boats 
coming down the river full of Men after 
this Was over We pass’d the remainder of our 
stay in quietness Which was till Some time in 
may When the Division mrched and Joind the 
army at the Valley Forge, While We lay in 
Wilmington a certain John Dewick was Exe- 
cuted for Desertion & Piracy his Execution was 
on the 29th of April 1778, Some time before the 
division left Wilmington I Went on a Detach. 
ment Under the Command of Col P Down to 
Bombay Hook Island & Dover in Kent County 
Delaware While on this Detachment We took 
two British navy officers 11 marines, 60 or 70) 
Tories. 

Early in June the detachment returned to 
Wilmington, June 5th about 9, o’clock at night 





We march’d from Wilmington & reached Del- 
worthtown, next morning about 2, o’clock, Where 
We Stay’d till some time after day than March’d 
and join’d the 2d Brigade Which lay near Shads- 
ford, in the afternoon We began our march for the 
Valley Forge this night We Encamped near One 
Mattocks, June 7 we march’d to the Warren On 
the Lancaster Road & quartered in that neigh- 
bourhood in Barns & Houses it being rainy 
Weather, June 8th We march’d & Jvind the 
army at the Valley Forge Where We continued 
untill the 18th When part of the army began to 
march towards the Jersey this Was in conse- 
quence of the Enemies hovien Philadelphia, 
June 19th the remainder of the army -left the 
Valley Forge and reach’d Credells Dosey the 
21st next day we Cross’d & Joind that part of 
the army that march’d from the Valley forge the 
day before We did, June 234 the army left the 
Whole of their Tents & Baggage & March’d to 
Hopewell, the next day Our Tents & Baggage 
came up & the army Encamped from this place, 
a strong detachment Was Sent Out towards the 
Enemy June 25th the army left their Tents 
standing & Proceeded towards the Enemy Who 
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Was retreating With all Possible Dispatch this 
day We March’d as far as Rockey Hill Where We 
lay till Sun down then Continued Our march till 
about 1’ o,clock next morning this day While We 
lay at Rockey Hill a Second detachment Was Sent 
out in pursuit of the Enemy June 26th We 
march’d about 5 miles this day in the afternoon 
We had a very great gust of rain, June 27th 
the army began to March about Sun rise then 
halted & Compleated Our men with 40 rounds of 
Cartridges, } 


Was about 5 Miles in Our front We had not 
March’d far before a Cannonade Was heard Which 


happened between Our advance & the Enemies | 


rear, near monmouth Court house about a mile 
before We reach’d English Town We Were Or- 
dered to leave Our Knapsack & Blankets then 
resumed Our March passing by English ‘Town to 


a Church about two miles nearer monmouth, | 
By this time our advanced troops had retreated | 


nearly to this place Which Occasioned a very 


Sharp Cannonade between our front line & the | 
Enemy this had not lasted long before the our | 


front line of Infantry & the Enemy Which 
obliged the Enemy to give up the field With the 
loss of upwards of 300 killed Which Were left, 
this Was about 6’ o,clock in the Evening Our 


rear line then advanced and took the ground On 


Which the front had been, the Whole of our 
army lay On their arms all night, The Enemy 
took the advantage of Moon Shine about I’ o,cloc 

the Morning of the 29th and retreated to avoid 
the attack Intended to be made on them by day 
break they left a number of their Wounded 


Officers & Men at Monmouth Court house & | 


Some prisoners they had taken about 5, in the 
afternoon of y. 29, We march’d from the field of 
Battle to Where We had left our Packs Where 
We continued the 30th, July lst 1778, about 1, 
0,clock in the Morning We began Our March 
Which Was Con tinued to Shotswood forge, Where 
We arrived about 8, o,clock and Halted till next 
morning about 1, o,clock then proceeded by 
Brunswick to Raraton landing Where the Whole 
army Encamped on the different Banks of the 
river ; July 3d the troops took to clean & re- 
fresh themselves July 4th I obtained permis- 
sion to go to Caecil County in Maryland after 
Some of my Baggage I Went as fiir as Trenton 
this day, July 5th 17781 Went to Philadelphia 
the 6th in the afternoon I set Sail for Wilming- 
ton Where I arrived the 7th in the Evening, the 
next day I stay’d at this place, July 9th after 
Sun down 1 Went to Newark the next day to Oc- 
tarara Where my Baggage Was & did My Busi- 
ness—July 11,th I returned as far as Newark & 
the 12th to Wilmington, the 13th after Sun down 
I went On Board a boat for Philadelphia Where 
] arrived the 14th, July 15th about 2’ o,clock 


p June 28th 1778, about &, o,clock We | 
began Our march towards English town, Which | 
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in the afternoon I left the City on foot but after 
going about 10 miles a gentleman overtook me 
Who gave Me a Seat ina chaise to Bristol Where 
I Stay’d all night, the next morning I proceeded 
again on foot to Trenton Where [ Breakfasted 
then Continued my Walk towards Princetown, by 
tke good fortune of a Second Seat in a chaise I 
reach’d that place by 2’ o,clock this ~— 
the Waggon I had with Join’d me, also J. J. J. 
Fryday July 17th Went as far as the Scoch 
Plains the next day to a Mr dod’s, Sonday July 
19th 78, We lay by NB, It Must be Observed I 
left the army near Brunswick but on my return 
they had left that place & march’d to wards the 
White Plains, Monday July 20th I left Mr Dods 
& Went to Kackaett, the 21st I cross’d the North 
river at Kings Ferry & Went 4 miles past Peeks- 
kills, the 22d I overtook the troops about 6 Miles 


| from White Plains, here We continued untill the 


24, then march’d to the White Plains, Thursday 
July 30th I rode to the Saw pits & din’d on 
Osters afterwards I rode into Connecticut & 
Crack’d Some good Wine Saturday lst august 
1778 Our Brigade Mov’d their Encampment a 
little to the left, the 2d the Whole army struck 
tents & prepar’d to march in about 3 hours they 
Were ordered to Pitch their tents on the same 
ground, Thursday august 4th, about 5 in the 
afternoon I went on a three days Command 
towards the lines under Genl Mulenberg We 
march’d to Tuckahoe Heights & Encamped the 
next day we March,d Within four miles of Kings 
Bridge from here Col Morgan Was Sent forward 
With two Battalions the remaining two With the 
Genl Encamped 2 Miles Back, Thursday august 
6th 1778 this Morning Our detachment March’d 
from their Encampment towards the lines by a 
Right Hand road about 2 Miles then We turned 
to the left to the ground We lay on the day be- 
fore here We lay untill the evening then returned 
to our last Nights Encampment Fryday august 
7th We returned to the White Plains Sonday 
august 8th Some time in the night We had a very 
heavy rain Which made the remainder of the 
night disagreeable, Monday august 17th a Sol- 
dier Was Shot for Desertion ‘Tuesday august 
18th I Went On the Provost Guard from Which I 
was releived the next day, Wednesday august 
26 the tents of the Whole army Were Struck & 
the Whole of the Baggage loaded in Order it Was 
Expected to march about two Hours after we 
Ordered to sweep the Encampment & Pitch the 
tents On the Same Ground, Wednesday Septr 
16th 1780* the Whole army Struck their tents & 
Sent them off Early in the morning, the Troops 
Were Continued On their Ground Untill 3, o,clock 


* This is evidently a clerical error, since the Journal subse- 
quently relates in the same connection, what occurred later in 
1778.—Epb. Hist. Maa. 
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in the afternoon, then March’d about 5 miles | Dec 10th 78, We began Our March this Morning 


from the plains Where they Halted Without their 
tents Some time in the night a very heavy rain 
began to fall Which lasted all night the Want of 
our tents made our Situation very disagreeable 
When the army left the White plains the Right 
Wing March’d the road leading by Crotans 
Bridge & the left Wing a road to the right of it, 
this Morning the Enemy surprised Col N Gists 
Regt of light Infantry Which lay about 8 Miles 
below the White Plains Thursday Septr 17 
We March’d about two miles above Crotans 
Bridge Where We got our Regt in a Barn & 
halted till our tents Came up When We Encamped, 
Fryc‘ay Sept: 18, about 2, 0,clock in the afternoon 
we March’d about two miles, the next day we 
march’d about 8 miles Higher up the Country, 
Sonday Septr 20th 1778 We March’d about 4 
miles past Fredericksburg Where We lay until 
the 22nd On Which day Our Division march’d 12 
miles toward Fishkills at this place We lay untill 
the 28th When We march’d to Fishkills Saturday 
Oct 3d A Soldier of our Regt Was Shot by acci- 
dent, Tuesday Oct" 13 We march’d to new Hack- 
ensack there We lay untill the 26th on Which 
day We returned to Fishkills the 30th a Soldier 
Was Executed for House Breaking, Monday Nov 
2d I Went to new Hackensack & returned the 
next day, Fryday Nov’ 6th a detachment of 600 
Men Were Ordered from the division to Escort the 
Convention prisoners through the Jersey Monday 
Noy 23d our B march’d from Fishkills & cross’d 
North river the next day I Went forward With a 
Party to repair the roads about 5 miles from the 
Ferry, this night I was kindly Entertained by a 
M' Bellnap, the next day I proceeded With my 
Party as far as a Mv Halls Within a Mile of Ches.- 
ter Thursday Nov; 26th the division arrived at 
Chester about 1, O,clock here the men Were quar- 
tered in the adjacent Barns I lodged at a 
M Jacksons this night, the next day Brought 
my men & quartered them in his Barn & Myself 
With Other Officers in His House Saturday Nov" 
28th I received Some cloathing Which Were Sent 
from home to me, Sonday the 29th Several of. us 
went to Meeting at Florida about 3 Miles from 
Mr’ Jacksons, Monday Nov 30 a Smart Snow fell 
in the fore part of the day, Tuesday Dec 1st We 
Collected the Girls in the neighbourhood and had 
a kick up, in the Evening, the Fryday following 
we had the Second, Sonday Dec 6th I walked to 
Capt Bradner Where I spent the afternoon With 
the Young Ladies his Daughters, Monday Decr 7 I 
went with a Guard to Oxturd & took my post at 
a M' Sealys, the next day I Was Order to Join 
the division With my Guard, Wednesday Decr 
9th We march’d from Chester by the Way of 
WarWick into Sussex County in the Jersey Our 
Men lay in Barns in the neighbourhood of a Col 
Brodericks, I Lodg’d at a M Haggs, Thursday 


through a rain Which Continued to fall untill the 
middle of the afternoon then turn’d to Snow Which 
fell very fast till Some time in the night then 
held up We Qutrd our Regt at Sharpsburgh’s 
Works, In company With Several Officers, I Quar- 
tered at M' Browns Who Was Overseer of the 
Works, here We continued until Sunday the 13th 
about 2’ O,clock When Our Regt alone began to 
March in the Morning & began to rain Which 
lasted untill a little time before We halted for 
Q" in the at a M' Birons On the Road leading to 
Morristown, the Snow Which had fell two days 
before & rain Which fell to day made So much 
Water that all the Small Creeks much Swelled & 
the Whole of the road so full that but a few 
plases that did not come Over Our Shoe tops, Mon- 
day Dec 14th 78, March’d from Biron to Suckee- 
gunny Plains Where We Q"™ our Men in Houses I 
Quartered at M' Randolph’s, January 5th 79 I 
traveled from Cummings & cross’d the Ball-Fry- 
er Ferry On the Susquehannah & Put up at Jol- 
leys in Harford, the next day I got near Rogers 
Mills in Baltimore County & the day after ot 
Westminster in Frederick County, January 8th 
1779, I arriv’d at Home Where I remained till 
the 15th of March When I set out for Camp by 
the way of York, Lancaster, Wilmington, Phila- 
delphia, Trenton & Princeton I Joined the army 
the 29th March, in their Huts near Middle Brook, 
In the Beginning of april I Went on a Detach- 
ment to Shawsburg in monmouth County here 
We continued very peaceable Spending our Spare 
time With a number of fine Ladies in this neigh- 
bourhood untill the 26th of the month in the 
morning before Sun rise We Were very near being 
Cut of by a party of British under Major Fergu- 
son But have a little notice of the Enemies ap- 
proach We retreated about 7 Miles towards 
Monmouth Court House I lost my Waiter & all 
my Cloaths except What I had On, Several Other 
officers Shar’d the same fate Our loss in Men was 
22, the Enemy left Shrewsbury 9, 0,clock & the 
next day We took our Post again & Continued init 
untill the last of May, then March’d for Middle- 
brook Where We arrived the 2nd of June abouta 
Week after the army began their march towards 
Smiths Clove by Morris Town, Pumpton & Ram- 
paugh Clove, While the army lay in Smiths Clove 
On the 16th July before Day Genl Wayn took 
Stony Point, the 17th we march’d from Smiths 
Clove & Encamped at Buttermilk Falls the 20th, 
the 18 august before day Major Lee Surprised & 
took Paulis-hook We Continued at Buttermilk 
Falls forwarding the Works about West Point 
untill the 26th Nov 1779 On Which day We 
march’d as far as Smiths Clove through a heavy 
Snow that Was falling on our rout to Winter Qrs, 
We Continued our march by the Way of Rama- 
paugh Clove Pumpton Battle Hill from Where We 
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march’d the 3rd of December to Weeks Farm 
Where I Continued to forward my mens Huts till 
the 26th December then Set out for Maryland On 
the al Service by the Way of Plackemin, 
Princeton, Philadelphia Wilmington, Head of 
Elk, Baltimore annapolis & Rock Creek from 
Where I Went to Fredrick Where I arriv’d the 
20th of January 1780 & continued untill the 23d 
of august following When I set out for Annapolis 
here I Continued untill the 22nd of October then 
march’d for our line Which Was at this time in N 
Carolina With a Party of recruits, by the Way of 
alexandria, Richmond, Petersburgh, & -Hillsbor- 
ough Where i expected to Join the line but Was 
disappointed by their Marching to Charlotte, 
some time before, Fryday, Nov 24th 1780 I 
march’d from Hillsborough With Genl Stephens 
Brigade of Virginia Militia to Join the army Our 
rout Was by Guilford Courthouse, Salisbury from 
thence to Charlotte Where I arrived & Joind the 
line the 7th December 1780, Genl Greene had Su- 
perseeded Genl Gates in his Command of the 
Southern army a Day or two or before, When I 
Joind the troops Were Hutting Which they Com- 
pleated a few days after, Dec 16th two Companies 
of Lt Infantry being Ordered Out I got Comd of 
the Compy form’d by the late 7th Regt, Wednes- 
day Dec 20, 80 the army march’d from Charlotte 
10 Miles to fords Farm the 21st to Richardsons 
Creek 18 Miles from Fords the 22nd to Browns 
Creek, 19 Miles from Richardsons the 23d to 
Cedar Creek 16 miles from Browns, the 24th 
Pass’d by anson C-House to Haleys Ferry, 18 
Miles from Cedar Creek, the 25 was taken up in 
Crossing the Ferry the 26th we reach’d Hicks 
Creek 15 Miles below Halys Ferry in South 
Carolina this being the place the Genl intended 
to take post at, We began to build Small Huts 
the 27th, January 5th 1781 a Soldier Was Shot for 
Desertion, Jany 10th a very Ileavy rain fell 
Which rais’d the river Pee Dee and small Creeks 
so much that the troops Were Obliged to draw 
Corn in lieu of Meal On the Eleventh Fryday 12th 
In the night I went Hunting, 13th I wrote to 
F & P——— Wednesday 24th The army 
in Consequence of a victory obtain’d by B, Gen] 
Morgan On the 17 instant Over a Superior force 
of the Enemy Comd by Col Tarleton, near the 
Cowpens fired a Feu de Joy, I wrote to C——-— 
& G——— Thursday January 25th 81 Genl Ste- 
phens Militia left us their times being Expired 


IV.—LEBANON, CONNECTICUT. 


Extracts from the Records of the South Ecclesi- 
astical Society in Lebanon, New London County, 
Connecticut. 


1728. “Granted liberty to Dr. Gray to build a 
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“ pew taking up two of the hind seats and about 
“2 foot out of the men’s side, and about so much 
“ out of the woman’s side upon condition that he 
“ give to the Society a good credable cushion to 
“furnish the pulpit withall.” 

1736. A committee was appointed “to state 
“the places where particular persons may set 
“up Horse Stables and small Sabbath Day 
“ Houses upon the edge of the Highway adjoin- 
“ing to Some Lott and also agree with the per- 
“son unto whose Lott they would adjoin their 
“ House.””* 

1739. “ Voted that the front fore Seat in the 
“ gallery be equal to the 3° Seat below in the 
“ body of the seats; & that the fore Seat in the 
“side gallery from end to end be deemed equal 
“to the 4" seat in the body of Seats.” 

“Voted that the men that are seated in the 
“fore Seats in the gallery shall have suitable 
“ pews or Seats for their wives below.” [It was, 
it seems, the custom to seat the people in the 
nea according to their rank in civil 

ife. 

" Votes that all the children under 10 shall 
“sit below in the Meeting House: that all males 
“ above 10 to 16, and all females above 10 to 14 
“years of age shall leave the foreseat and the 
“ 2* seat all round the gallery for those that are 
“ older.” 

1740. “ Voted to Hire a School Master at the 
“cost and charge of the Society to keep a Gram- - 
“mar School in the Society the whole year, 4 
“months at a time in 3 different places.” 

“Voted that the Society Committee should 
“agree with some person to dig graves at the 
“cost of those persons who should want them.” 

“ Voted to let down the Bell Rope at the South 
“East side of the wheel provided it be done 
“ without cost to the Society.” 

«“ A committee proposed to read 2 schemes for 
“seating the Meeting House, so far as the front 
“ and side fore seats in the gallerys, and for the 
“Society to vote for one of them,” [7. e., of the 
two schemes,| “ and the Society voted not to vote 
“any thing about it.’ They then reconsidered 
that vote and voted which they would adopt. 

1741. “ Voted to have the Schools in the So- 
“ciety kept by masters which shall on the whole 
“ be equivalent to the Grammar School that is to 
“be kept for the whole year.” 

“ Voted that the committee to be chosen shaJ] 
“appoint School Dames to keep school in the 
“ Summer.” 


* Some of these buildings were standing within the memory 
of the writer, but they have all long since been removed. The 
‘* Sabbath Day Houses” had ch'mneys and a fire, where the 
owners could warm themselves before going into the church in 
the winter, and where they could remain during the intermis- 
sion; for, even in the most inclement season, they had two 
sermons each Sabbath, They had no stoves, except the 
women’s foot-stoves. 





86 


1743. “Voted to hire 8 School Mistresses to 
“ teach children for 4 months.” 

1746. “ Appointed a committee to divide the 
“ Society in suitable districts.” [Why this was 
not done before, does not appear. They must 
have had similar ones before ; and probably this 
was u new arrangement of them.] 

The “ Meeting House”: spoken of in the above 
extracts is the one mentioned in the following 
from Stuart’s Life of Jonathan Trumbuil, Sen., P- 
514, and in which the scene represented there, in 
an engraving, occurred ; which is also described 
in a note: 

“During the war—after divine service on a 
“ Sunday, or on a Thanksgiving day—contribu- 
“ tions were often taken in church for the benefit 
“of the Continental army. Cash, finger-rings, 
“ear-rings, and other jewelry, coats, jackets, 
“breeches, shirts, stockings, hats, shoes, every 
“article in fact of male attire, besides groceries 
“in great variety, were frequently thus col- 
“lected, in New England particularly, in large 
“quantities. Upon one such occasion in Leba- 
“non Meeting House, Connecticut, after notice 
“given that a collection would be taken up for 
“the soldiers, Madam Faith Trumbull rose from 
“her seat near her husband, threw off from her 
“ shoulders a magnificent scarlet cloak—a pres- 
“ent to her, we hear on good authority, from the 
“ eommander-in-chief of the French Allied Army, 
“Count Rochambeau himself—and advancing 
“near the pulpit, laid it on the altar as her offer- 
“ing to those who, in the midst of every want 
“ and suffering, were fighting gallantly the great 
“battle of freedom. 

“Tt was afterwards taken, cut into narrow 
“ strips, and employed, as red trimmings to stripe 
“the dress of American soldiers. The act was 
“one of peculiar generosity. It shed an instant 
“luster on her patriotism ; and the example was 
“contagious. From all parts of the congrega- 
“tion, donations were at once showered; and 
“ many overloaded baskets upon this occasion, as 
“upon many similar ones in the same place, were 
“borne from the church, to have their contents 
“carefully packed up, and sent away to the 
“army.” 

It was in this same church that Rev. Solomon 
Williams, D.D., preached fifty-four years in one 
continued course, and died on the twenty-ninth 
of February, 1776, not long before the scene 
above described. His Half-Century Sermon, 
printed in Norwich, by Green & Spooner, 1773, 
is in the possession of the writer; also his fu- 
neral sermon, by James Cogswell, A.M., preached 
at Lebanon, in that same church, on the fourth 
of March, 1776, and printed at Norwich by John 
Trumbull, near the Meeting House, 1776.* 
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In Lossing’s Pictorial Field Book of the Revo- 
lution, page 33, it is remarked that “ around Le- 
“ banon, the focus of Connecticut patriotism and 
“ vigilance during the Revolution, cluster asso- 
“cjations of the deepest interest.” 

In the winter of 1780-1, the Legion of Duke 
de Lauzun were quartered there, “and these 
“were carefully cantoned a little west of 
“the church on the road to Colchester. The 
“spot is known as ‘ The Barracks, to this day; 
“and formed a portion of the farm which be- 
“Jonged to Governor Trumbull himself”’* 

A little to the south of the same church, in a 
wide open space which extends North and South 
along the public road, or rather between two 
public roads, fora mile and a half, stood the 
famous brick Academy ; which continued till a 
comparatively recent period, and in which, from 
first to last,a multitude of young men were pre- 
pared for College, or for the active duties of life, 
without a liberal education. 

We learn from Stuart’s Life of Trumbull, that 
it began in 1743; “and it was not many years 
“before it acquired a celebrity second hardly to 
“that of any Academy in all New England.” 

“ My native place,” wrote the younger son of 
the Governor, in whose boyhood the Institution 
seems to have been at the zenith of its reputa- 
tion, “ was long celebrated for having the best 
“school in New England (unless that of Master 
“ Moody in Newburyport might, in the judgment 
“of some, have the precedence). It was kept by 
“Nathan Tisdale, a native of the place, from the 
“time when he graduated at Harvard to the day 


liams, of Hatfield, a graduate of Harvard College in 1663, died 
on the twenty-ninth of August, 1741, in the seventy-ninth year 
of his age. and the fifty-sixth of his ministry. His son, Dr. 
Sclomon Williams, of Lebanon, graduated at Harvard in 1719, 
died on the twenty-ninth of February, 1776, in the seventy- 
ninth year of his age, and the fifty-seventh of his ministry. 
Dr. Eliphalet Williams, of East Hartford, graduated at Yale, 
died on the twenty-ninth of June, 1803, in the seventy-sixth 
year of his age, and fifty-fifth year of his ministry. His son, 
Rev. Solomon Williams, of Northampton, a graduate of Yale 
in 1776, died on the ninth of November, 1839, in the eighty- 
third year of his age, and the fifty fifth of his ministry. His 
son, Deacon Eliphalet Williams, of Northampton, is living, at 
the age of eighty-six and in the daily discharge of responsible 
duties as bank director. Each of tne four clergymen who died 
remained in the pastoral office, in the place of his first settle- 
ment. They were all men of learniog, able preachers, faithful 
pastors, friends of education, loyal to their country, public- 
spirited, an honor to their respective colleges, and benefactors 
of the communities in whose services they spent their lives. 
The name most numerous on the new triennial catalogue of 
Harvard University is that of Williams, of whom ninety-one 
have graduated. The most of them are of the same stock with 
the above, connected with the earliest settlers of Massachu- 
setts. 

* It is said that the first riding vehicle, called a Chaise, in- 
troduced into that State, was owned by the first Governor Trum- 
bull. After his death, it passed into the hands of an ancestor 
of the writer, who has now a small box made by himself, when 
a boy, from one of the panels of the seat. 

It was. we suppose, when riding in this with General Wash- 
ington, he rather reproved the latter for bowing to a negro 
man, whom they met ; and Washington replied, ‘‘ Would you 
“not be as polite asa negro?” Itis well known that Trum. 


* Lonervity or A Famity or CLerarMen.—Rey. Wm. Wil- | bull and Washington were particular friends through the war- 
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“ of his death, a period of more than thirty years, 
“with an assiduity and fidelity of the most ex- 
“alted character, and became so widely known 
“that he had scholars from the West India Is- 
“lands, Georgia, and North and South Carolina, 
“as wellas from New England and Northern Col- 
“ onies.” 

In Sprague’s Annals of the American Pulpit, 
in a communication of Rev. Timothy Stone, in 
reference to Rev. Solomon Williams, D.D.., so 
long the pastor of the Church in this place, we 
read that, “Few ministers of his day accom- 
“plished so much for the promotion of literature 
“ and science among their people as Dr. Williams. 
“For a long course of years, Lebanon was dis- 
“ tinguished for the best Grammar School in any 
“country town in Connecticut. It was taught 
“by Mr. Nathan Tisdale, u native of Lebanon, 
“and a graduate of Harvard College in 1749. 
“So extensively and so favorably known was the 
“school, that it numbered among its pupils 
“youth froni almost every part of the country ; 
“and such was the confidence placed in Mr. 
“ Tisdale’s recommendation of his Scholars, by 
“the authority of Yale College, that it was, in 
“some instances, accepted in place of an actual 
“examination. This school was established 
“chiefly by the efforts of Dr. Williams; and the 
“consequence of it was, that for many years, 
“ Lebanon was not only remarkable for its intel- 
“ligence, but furnished more ministers of the 
“Gospel than perhaps any other town of its size 
“in Connecticut.” 

In relation to this last remark, we may men- 
tion that though the township is scarcely more 
than eight miles in diameter, and the town of 
Colchester on the west has had alarge Academy, 
named Bacon Academy, where for a long time 
tuition was given to all the inhabitants of that 
township, yet on a visit at Lebanon, a few 
years ago, we heard reckoned up in that town, 
from the first settlement of the country, in all 
denominations, about a thousand preachers that 
had been born, educated and sent out from 
there. E. F. R. 

Davipson’s CoLuecE, N. C. 


V—A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE PROV- 
INCE OF EAST-NEW-JARSEY IN AMER- 
ICA. 1683.* 


It is a Matter beyond all Question, that Plan- 
tations in America, isa thing of a great Advantage 


* For the privilege of copying this exceedingly rare tract 
—one of the rarest, itis said relating to the English Colonies 
in America—we are indebted to Samuel L. M. Barlow, Esqr., 
of New York. 

The original is a small quarto, of fifteen pages, including the 
title-page ; and it is entitled : 
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to the Nations of Hurope, which hath made each 
of them, since the discovery of it, seek so earn- 
estly to have Interest there. And since there 
is hardly any but has some footing, except 
SCOTLAND (the project of Nova Scotia having 
proved unsuccessful) yet not any to whose ad- 
vantage it would so much Contribute, without 
the hazard of those Difficulties, that may befall 
others by such Colonies. 

The chief Reason against Forraign Plantations 
being the drawing too many Inhabitants out of 
the Nation, and so leaving the Countries at Home 
unfurnished of People: This is that which 
makes some say that Spaine is rather a losser 
than a Gainer by their Forraign Plantations: 
But (besides the bareness of the Spainish Nation ; 
the extream heat of their Plantations; The Un- 
healthful Imployment of Working in their Mynes ; 
add thereunto the just Displeasure of the Al- 
mighty at their barbarous and cruell Usage of the 
Natives, which justly takes away a Blessing 
from them, without which all Endeavours are 
vaine and fruitless.) Our Countrey is in no danger 
of Hurt that way, for we could spare several 
thousands every year, without the least prejudice 
of such as stay at Home, and to the great Advan- 
tadge of those going Abroad; Yea, were there 
but a way opened (as by the Providence of GOD, 
there seems one now in a good measure) that 
such, who however do daily go out of SCOT- 
LAND, upon a certain sort of Necessitie to seek 
their Fortune, might find an Opportunity of a 
Forraign Plantation, there might in an Age, as 
large and plentiful a Colony of Scots-Men, be 
abroad as Scotland is at home, not inferior to 
Scotland in number, and farr exceeding it in 
Riches, and all other Conveniences. Which; as it 
would be an Honour to our Nation, so would it 
give great satisfaction to most of People here, to 
understand their Friends and Relations were liv- 
ing so plentifully, and it would be a comfortable 
Receptacle for any here, whose Circumstances 
made them uneasy at Home. 

To make this more manifestly appear, let it be 
considered what number of People have gone 
out of Scotland since the year 1618, That the 


| Warrs began in Germany, since in the Swedish 


Armie, at one time there was said to be 27 Scots 
Collonells: And into France, to Dowglas Regi- 
ment, from time to time, We believe it will be 
granted but a modest Calculation to affirm there 
hath been many thousands, and yet of that Vast 
Number few have ever returned, or had Succes- 


A| Brief Account of the | PROVINCE | or | EAST-NEW- 
JARSEY | 1n | AMERICA: | Published by the | SCOTS PRO- 
PRIETORS | having 1nTEREsT there. | For the Information of 
such, as may havea Desire to Transport them: | selves, or their 
Families thither. | WHEREIN | The Nature and Advantage of, 
and Iaterest in a Forraign Plantation | to this Country is De- 
monstrated. | EDINBURGH, | Printed by Jonun Reip, Anno 
DOM. 1683. | 
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sion; scarce any Family hath remained Abroad in 
any Comfortable Setlement. And to be sure, not 
the 10% part hath ever returned, that their 
Equipping them abroad coast; they all, either 
dyed, or been killed there, without any benefit 
to our Countrey but an empty Fame; Which is 
now in those parts little or nothing considered. 

Yea, it may be well affirmed, that the charge 
of James, Murquesse of Hamiltoune his Expedi- 
tion in the year 1631. coast four times more than 
ever all our Souldiers of Fortune brought home 
to Scotland. Now, if these People had gone 
over to some Forraign Plantation, and had but a 
Proportionable number of Women with them, 
which this Countrey could easily have spared, 
what a brave and large Collonie would there 
have been by this time, and very advantagious 
to Scotland, as shall after be made appear. 

Both the Gentrie and Commonalitie of our 
Countrey being very fruitful, and the Law giving 
to the Elder Brothers, ali their Fathers Estates, 
and that of the younger being but small, It is 
known, how they are for most part put upon the 
Rack for a comfortable Lively-hood, the Session- 
house is not able to contain the hundred part of 
them; Where sometimes also the elder Brothers 
will have their share, and six and or seven Advyo- 
cats make, fur most part the Lives of all the 
rest, but a miserable abd tedious Drudgery, so 
that they are either forced to go abroad upon 
their Shifts, whence few or none of them ever re- 
turn ; or otherwise, if they stay at home, hange 
upon the Laird ina most slavish and sordide 
manner, which is a great Debasement to the 
Spirits of many, and a defeating of good Improve- 
ments they might make in the Creation, for by 
Birth and Education being Equal till they come to 
be Men, then their Spirits are spoilled by so great 
inequality afterwards. 

Now these Younger Brothers having but an 
1000. or 500. Acres of Ground in a Forraigne 
Plantation, with a 100. lid. starling to stock it, 
which the most ordinary of their Portions might 
reach to, might, by a very moderate Industry, 
live as comfortably as their Elder Brothers at 
home, and provide their Children better; and 
each of those would not want enough of the 
Commonality to go alongst with them, upon the 
Encouragements they might receive to be their 
Servants. 

And the Voyage to a Plantation here proposed, 
is become so easie, and the Intercourse so fre- 
quent, that a Correspondence would be as ordi- 
nar as is betwixt the South and North parts of 
this Nation: Yea, a great deall more than is 
usual betwixt the West and Northern-Islands, 
and the other more frequented parts of the Coun- 
trey. 

it is also generally known, how hardly the 
Hushandmen here do live, and with how much 


Toil and Difficulty, they are able to pay their 
Rents, and have any confortable Lively-hood ; 
The Reason whereof is, That, especially near the 
Sea-side, and most inhabited places, they are be 
far overthrong, and one might Manure what two 
or three have: For by seeking to have so much 
Corn-Land, they eat out the Substance of it, 
wearie themselves, and wrongs their Landlords: 
So that, if there were fewer of them, and each of 
them had more Land, and lesse in Corn, and more 
upon Grasse for Bestial, they would have a greater 
ease, and their Masters would be better paid: 
But they not knowing how to dispose of them- 
selves otherwise, makes them thus throng one 
upon another, and render one another miserable, 

Now there would be anotable Remedy for this 
in a Forraign Plantation, for a Husbandman that 
hath two or three thousand Merks in Stock (as 
most of them have) might transport himself, his 
Wife, and his Family, and get a little Plantation 
at so easie tearms, in a short time so stocked, 
that he might live more Comfortably, plenti- 
fully, and at lesse Labour than many of the Mast- 
ers do here. 

It is also known, that ordinar Servants here, 
after they have served 6. or 7. years in the pryme 
of the youth, can hardly, the most Thrifty of 
them (over what serves them in Cloaths) gather so 
much together, as when they Marry, and come to 
have Children, will be the beginning of any Com- 
fortable Lively-hood: But there after 4 years, 
they may be in a far better Condition, as shall 
hereafter be demonstrated. 

There needs no other, nor more evident proof 
for this, then the example of most of these, who, 
being taken at the fights of Dumbar, and Wor- 
cester in the years 1650 and 51, being sent over 
as Servants to Barbadoes, and other places, after 
they served out their time, have most of them 
purchased notable Plantations for themselves, 
both in Barbadoes and Mary-land, and els-where, 
and live very plentifully, accounting themselves 
happy in that providence that brought them 
there, and extreamly regrating the Condition of 
many of their friends at home, and wishing them 
sharers of their prosperitie. 

But some, who will readily acknowledge what 
hes been here said, doe think it impracticable for 
our Countrey-men to have this advantage. Be- 
cause there is no forraigne plantation in America 
belongs to the Crown of Scotland, and all of 
such, where we could settle, are a part of the 
English Dominions. 

It shall not be contended, but it were well 
there were some belonging to Scotland, for that 
it is not proper to Contradict what might be 
esteemed honorable to this Crown. But those, 
who Judge all the advantages above mentioned 
might not arise to us, from having an interest in 
a plantation under the protection of the Crown 
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of Hngland, are under great mistakes; yea as 
things now stands, it is more advantageous to us, 
if it be Considered. 

1. That, tho it be under ao different respect, 
Yet we are still under the same Monarch, as if 
the Plantation belonged to the Crown of Scot- 
land. 2. The protection is much more sure and 
considerable from Hngland, whose interest oblidge 
them, because of the great advantage yearly 
comes in to them from thence, to see to the Pro- 
tection of the forraigne plantations, and all of 
these lying upon the main Continent being con- 
tiguous, no encroatchment can be made upon part 
without endangering of the rest: And for the 
eapacitie of defence, there is no need of Compar- 
ison ; Scotland having no ships of warre upon 
os accompt, and it’s pollicy not lying 
in that Method. If the scruple be, that any 
think there are things uneasy in the Laws of 
England, that are better with us, There is thence 
no occasion of being straitned, for, as will after 
appear, the Plantation here proposed, bes that 
Latitude in the Patent, that they are not tyed to 
the Laws of England so particularly, but they 
may let fall what they think inconvenient, and 
tuke of Ours what seems to contribute more to 
their advantage. 

‘There would this visible disadvantage besides 
fall out, if the Plantation were disjoyned from 
the English Dominions, that by the act of Navi- 
gation we would be debarred from trade with 
the other English Plantations, which would be a 
verie great prejudice. But no disadvantage on 
the other part does come, for we can be allowed 
to carry over as many people as we please, with 
their Cloathing, and necessarys, which is the chief 
thing whereby advantage would come to Scot- 
land, in the accommodating of people of several 
sorts, as We observed before. And the goods 
which are of most Value, and most necessar 
there, are such things as our Countrey affoords 
most plentifully, such as all sorts of Wollen and 
Linnen-Cloath, and the like ; so that there is oc- 
casion for Export of our Commodities, and the 
trade of Scotland consists much more in that, 
then in Import; there being not that occasion 
here for Consumption of forraigne Commodities, 
and the product of the Plantations there not 
being Suggar or any Store of Tobacco, is not fit 
to be imported in Scotland: So thatthe product 
of the Plantation coming to England, according 
to Law, if the money be from thence remitted to 
us for the transport of People and our Commodi- 
ties, it will make a Circulation of Trade as ad- 
vantageous for us; Yea, more then if returns 
come straight home, which would not so soon 
affoord money in Scotland. 

It is true if trade were absolutely as free 
‘twixt Scotland and there, as in Hngland, it might 
an encouragment to Scoés Shipping and Sea- 
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men. But for that, it may be answered, that 
Ships built in the Plantations (where there is 
great conveniency for building of Vessels) will 
be free to come to Scotiand, as well as any other 
English Ships ; and 2, part of the Sea-men being 
Inhabitants of the Plantation who by dwelling 
there are Denizons of England, satisfies the Law ; 
So that, tho the Ship be not a Scots Ship, yet it 
may belong to Scots-men dwelling in the Collo- 
nie, and sailled with Sea-men belonging thereto, 

It is time now to show how some of our Coun- 
try-men, in order to so advantagious a Project, 

| have already purchased an considerable Interest 
in a Plantation, which is justly esteemed not In- 
feriour, if not beyond any place, upon the whole 
continent of America, belonging to the Hnglish 
Dominions, calied East-New-Jarsey. ‘The deduc- 
tion of the right of it is thus, 

The KING by Patent to the Duke of York, 
granted a great tract of Land lying betwixt Vir- 
ginia and New-Hngland, It was formerly in the 
hand of the Dutch, and Considerably improved 
by them, and called New-Netherlands, And by 
treaty after the first Dutch Wars, Surrendred to 
the King that part of it, lying betwixt Delaware 
and Hudsons River, called New-Cesaria, or New- 
Jarsey; which is betwixt the 39 and 41 Degree 
of Northern Latitude: Was by the Duke of York 
granted to John, Lord Barkly, and Sir George 
Cartwright. That part, which belonged to the 
Lord Barkley, being assigned to Edward Billings : 
Afterwards by a Deed of. Partition betwixt the 
said Hdward Billings and Sir George Cartwright, 
The West Part, lying upon Delaware River, was 
alloted to Hdward Billings for his share, and the 
East part, lying upon Hudsons River, nearest to 
the Province of New York, was appointed to Sir 
George Cartwright for his share. Which part, now 
called Hast-New-Jarsey, is from Sir George Cart- 
wright conveyed to twelve Persons in and about 
London, who have since conveyed an half to 
other twelve, so that as well the Right of Govern- 
ment as the Soyl, standeth now in 24 Proprietors, 
in favours of some of whom, the Duke of York 
has been lately pleased to make a new grant of 
Confirmation, both of Soyl and Government to 
the 24 Proprietors, with the same Powers and 
Priviledges, he has in his Patent from the King, 
which are as large as any other Plantation hath, 
for the Words of the Dukes Patent are as follow- 
eth ; 


The Patent from the KING, to JAMZS Duke 
of York, &c. 


\HARLES the Second, By the Grace of GOD, 
C King of England, Scotland, France and Ire- 
land, Defenier of the Faith, &c, Zo all Men 

to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting, 
Know ye that WH, for diverse good. Causes 
and Considerations, Us hereunto moving, have of 
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Our special Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer 
Motion, Given and Granted, and by these Pres- 
ents for Us, Our Heirs, and Successours, Do 
give and grant unto Our dearest Brother JAwEs 

uke of York, his Heirs and Assignes, All that 
part of the Maine Land of New-England, begin- 
ning at a certain place, called or known by the 
name ‘of Saint Croix, next adjoyning to New- 
Scotland in America, and from thence extending 
along the Coast, unto a certain place called Pema- 
quin, or Pemaquid, and so up the River thereof, 
to the farthest Head of the same as it tendeth 
Northward, and extendeth from the River Kenbe- 
quin, and so upwards by the shortest course, to the 
River of Canada Northward; and all that Island 
or Islands commonly called by the several name or 
names of Mattawax, or Long-Island, scituate and 
being towards the West of Cape-cod, and the nar- 
row Heggansets, abutting upon the main Land be- 
tween the two Rivers, there called or known by the 
several or names of Conectecute and Hudsons River, 
together also with the said River called Hudsons 
River, and ali the land from the West-side of 
Conectecute River to the East-side of Delawar 
Bay ; And also all those several Islands, called or 
known by the name of Martins-Vineyard, and 
Hantuckes, alias, Hantuckett; together with all 
the Lands, Islands, Soyls, Rivers, Harbours, Mines, 
Mineralls, Quarreys, Woods, Marshes, Waters, 
Lakes, Fishing, Haukings, Huntings, and 
Fowlings, and all other Royalities, Profites, 
Commodities, and Hereditaments to the said 
several Islands, Lands and Premisses belonging 
and appertaining, with their and every of their 
Appurtenances ; and ali Our Estate, Right, Title, 
and Interest, Benefit, and Advantage, Claime and 
Demand of, in, or to the said Islands 07 Premisses, 
or any Part or Parcelthereof,andthe Reversion and 
Reversions, Remainder and Reamainders, together 
with the Yearly and other Rents, Revenues and 
Profits of the Premisses, and every Part and Par- 
cel thereof; To Have and to Hold all and singu- 
lar the Lands and Premisses, with their, and every 
of their Aypurtenances thereby given and granted, 
or herein before mentioned to be given or granted, 
unto Our said Dearest Brother, JAMES Duke of 
York, is Heirs and Assignes for ever. To be 
Holden of Us, Our Heirs, and Successours, as of 
Our Mannour of East-Greenwich in the County of 
Kent, in free and common Soccage, and not in 
Capite, or by Knights Service, Yetlding and Ren- 
dering. And the same JAMES Duke of York, for 
himself, his Heirs and Assignes, DOTH Covenant 
and Promise to yield and render unto US, Our 
Heirs, and Successours, of, and for the same 
yearly, and. every year, Fourty Beaver-skins, 
when the same shall be demanded, or within 
ninety dayes after such Demand made. And We 
do further of Our special Grace, certain Knowl- 
edge, and meer Motion, for Vs, Our Heirs, and Suc- 
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cessours, give and grant unto Our said Dearest 
Brother, JAMES Duke of York, his Heirs, Dep- 
utes, Agents, Commissioners and Assignies, by 
these Presents full and absolute Power and Aw 
thority, to Correct, Punish, Pardon, Govern and 
Rule all such the Subjects of VS, Our Heirs and 
Successours, or any other Person or Persons, ag 
shall for time to time adventure themselves into 
any the Parts or Places aforesaid; Or that shall 
or do at any time hereafter Inhabit within the 
same, according to such Laws, Orders, Ordinan- 
ces, Directions, and Instructions, as by Our said 
Dearest Brother, or his Assignes shall be Estab. 
lished, and in defect thereof in cases of necessitie 
according to the good Directions of his Deputie 
Commissioners, Officers, 07 Assignes respectively, 
as well in cases and matters Capital, and Crimi- 
nal, as Civil, and others; so always as the said 
Satutes, Ordinances, and Proceedings be not con- 
trary to, but as near as may be agreeable to the 
| Laws, Statutes, and Government of this Our 
Realm of England ; AND Saving and Reserving 
to Us, Our Heirs, and Successors, the Receiving, 
Hearing, and Determining the Appeale, and Ap. 
peales of any Person or Persons, of, in, or belong. 
ing to the Territories or Islands aforesaid, or 
touching any Judgement or Sentence to be there 
made, or given: And further, that it shal and 
may be Lawful to and for our said Dearest 
Brother, his Heirs, and Assignes, by these Presents, 
JSrom time to time, to Nominate, Make, Consti- 
tute, Ordain, and Confirm such Laws, as aforesaid, 
by such Name, or Names, Stile o7 Stiles, as to him 
or them shal seem good: and likewise to Revoke, 
Discharge, Change, and Alter, as well all and 
singular Governours: Officers, and Ministers, 
which hereafter shall be by him or them thought 
fit and needful to be in, or used within the afore 
said Islands and Parts: and also to Make, Or- 
dain, and Establish all manner of Laws, Orders, 
Directions, Instructions, Formes, and Cereimo- 
nies of Government and Magistracy fit and 
necessarte for, and concerning the Gover 
ment of Territories, and Islands aforesaid. So al 
ways as the same be not contrary to the Laws and 
Statutes of this Our Realm of England, but as 
neer as may be conformable thereunto, and the 
same at all times hereafter to put in Execution 
or Abrogate, Revoke, or Change, not only within 
the precincts of the said Territories or Islands, 
but also upon the Seas in going and coming to 
and from the same, as he or they in their good 
Discretion shal think fittest for the good of the 
Adventures and Inhabitants. AND We do fur 
ther of Our special Grace, certain Knowledge, 
and meer Motion, Grant, Ordain, and Declare, 
that such Governours, Deputies, Officers, and Min- 
isters, as from time, to time, shall be Authorized, 
and appointed in manner and form aforesaid, 
shal and may have full power, and Authority 
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within the Territories aforesaid, to use and ex- 
ercise Martial Law, in cases of Rebellion, Insur- 
rections, and Mutiny, in as large and ample a 
manner as our Lieutenants in our Countries 
within Our Realm of England, have, or ought to 
have, by force of their Commissions of Lieuten- 
ancy, or any Law, or Statute, of this our Realm. 
AND We do further, by these presents for us our 
Heirs and Successours, grant unto our Dearest 
Brother JAMES Duke of York, his Heirs and 
Assignes, that it shall and may be Lawful to and 
for the said James Duke of York, Ais Heirs and 
Assignes, in his or their Discretions, from time 
to time, to admit such and so many person or per- 
sons, to Trade and Traffique into and within the 
Territories and Islands aforesaid, and to every 
and any part and parcel thereof, and to have, pos- 
sess, and enjoy any Lands, and Hereditaments in 
the part and places aforesaid, as they shall think 
fit, according to the Laws, Orders, Consti- 
tutions, and Ordinances, by our said Brother, his 
Heirs, Deputies, Commissioners, and Assignes, 
from time to time, to be made and established, by 
vertue of, and according to the true intent and 
meaning of these presents, and under such Condi- 
tions, Reservations, and Agreements, as our said 
Dearest Brother, Ais Heirs. and. Assignes, shall 
set down Order, Direct and Appoint; and not 
otherwise, as aforesaid. AND We do farther, of 
Our special Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer 
motion, for US, Our Heirs, and Successors, Give 
and Grant, unto Our said Dearest Brother, his 
Heirs and Assignes, by these presents, that it shall 
and may be Lawful to, and for him, them, or any 
of them, at all and every time or times hereafter, 
out of any of Our Realms, or Dominions whatso- 
ever, to take, load, carry, and transport, in, and 
unto their Voyages, for and towards the Planta- 
tions, of our Territories and Islands aforesaid, 
all such, and so many of our loving Subjects, or 
any other Strangers, being not Prohibited or wun- 
der restraint, that will become our loving sub- 
jects, and live under our Allegiance, and shall 
willingly accompany them in the said Voyages, to- 


gether with all such Cloathing, Implements, Fur- | 


niture, or other things usually Transported, and 
not Prohibited, as shal be necessary for the In- 
habitants of the said Islands, and Territories, 
and for the use and defence thereof, and Man- 
naging, and carrying on the Trade, with the Peo- 

le there. Yeelding and paying unto Vs, our 

eirs and Successors, the Customes and Duties 
thereof, due and payable, according to Laws and 
Customes of this Our Realm. And We do also 
for Us, our Heirs and Successors, grant unto Our 
said Dearest Brother JAMES Duke of York, his 
Heirs and Assignes, and to all and every such 
Governour or Governours, or Deputies, their Of- 
ficers, or Ministers, as by our said Brother, his 
Heirs or Assignes shall be appointed, to have 
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Power and Authority of Government, and Com- 
mand in, and over the Inhabitants of the said 
Territories, and Islands, that they and every of 
them, shal, and may lawfully, from time to time, 
and at all times for ever hereafter, For their sev- 
eral Defence and safty, Encounter, Repulse, Ex- 
pel, and Resist, by force of Armes, as well by Sea, 
as by Land, and all wayes, and means whatsoever, 
all such Person and Persons, as without the spe- 
cial Licence of our Dearest Brother, Ais Heirs 


‘and Assignes, shall attempt to Inhabite within the 


several Precincts, and Limits, of our said Terri- 
tories and Islands ; and also all, and every such 
Person, and Persons whatsoever, as shall Enter- 
—_ and Attempt, at any time hereafter, the 

istruction, Invasion, Detriment, or Annoyance, 
to the parts, places, or Islands aforesaid, or any 
parts thereof. And Lastly, Our will and pleasure 
is, And We do hereby declare, and grant, that these 
our Letters Patents, or the Inrollment thereof, 
shall be good and effectual, in the Law, to all in- 
tents, and purposes whatsoever, notwithstanding 
the not well, and true Receiting, or mentioning of 
the premisses, or any part thereof, or the Limits, or 
Bounds thereof: or of any form, or other Letters 
Patents, or Grants whatsoever made, or Granted of 
the premisses, or of any part thereof, or the Limits 
or bounds thereof, or of any former, or other Let- 
ters Patents, or Grants, whatsoever made, or 
granted, of the premisses, or of any part thereof, 
by US, or any of Our Progenitors, unto any Per- 
son, or Persons, whatsoever bodies, Politique, or 
Corporate, any other Law or other restraint, in 
certainty, or imperfection, whatsoever, to the con- 
trary tn any wise notwithstanding, Although, ex- 
press mention of the true yearly value, or certainty 
of the premisses, or any of them, or of any other 
Gifts or Grants by Us, or by any of our Progeni- 
tors heretofore made to the said James Duke of 
York, in these presents, is not made, or any Stat- 
ute, Act, Ordinance, Provision, Proclamation, or 
Restriction heretofore had, made, enacted, or pro- 
vided, or any other matter, cause, or thing what- 
soever to the contrary, in any wise notwithstanding : 
In Witness whereof, We caused these Letters, to be 
made Patents, Witness, Our Self, at Westminster, 
the 29. day of June, in the 16. Year of Our 
Reign. 

The SCOTS Proprietors are, James, Earl of 
Pearth, John Drummond of Lundy, Lord Theas- 
urer Depute, Sir George Mackenzie, Lord Register, 
Robert Gordon of Cluny, Arent Sonmans (a 
Dutch-man, but interested with the SCOTS Pro- 
prietors) Robert Barkley of Vrie, Robert Burnet 
of Lethenty, Gavine Laurie; Seven parts of the 
24. belongs to these Persons, which, by the most 
modest Calculation, is thought, will be near Five 
hundred thousand Acres. 

This Province or Collony lyes betwixt 39 and 
41 Degrees of Latitude, being about 12 Degrees 
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more to the South, than the City of London. It 
is in the same Climate with the Kingdom of Wa- 
ples, and Montpelier in France. The Summer is 
hotter, and longer then in Hngland, and the Winter 
colder and shorter, the days about an hour longer 
in Winter, and as much shorter in Summer. Is 
bounded South-East with the Maine Sea, East 
by that vast Navigable Stream, called Hudsons 

iver, which divides this from the Province of 
Now-York, West by a Line of Division, which 
separates this Province from West-Jarsey, and 
North upon the Main Land. And Extends it 
self in length upon the Sea Coast and alongst 
Hudsons River, one hundred English My]ls and 
upward. 

The Scituation of this Countrey is just, as it 
were, in the Center of the English Plantations in 
America, betwixt the South parts of Carolina, 
which is over hot; and the North parts of Pema- 
quitte, next New Scotland, which are coldest; so 
that its Conveniency of scituation, temperature 
of the Aire, and fertilitie of the soy] is such, 
that there is no less than seven towns considera- 
ble already, (viz.) Shreutsburry, Midletown, Bergh- 
en, New-vvark, Elizabeth-town, Woobridge, and 
Piscatawdy, which are well inhabited, by a sober 
and industrious People, who have necessary Pro- 
visions for themselves, and families, and for the 
comforable entertainment of Travellers, and 
Strangers. 

And the Quittrents, or Fewes (as they are here 
called) of these Towns and other Plantations, 
already in the Countrey, yeelds to the 24 Pro- 
prietors above 500 Ud. starling, yearly Revenue, 
and the Air of this Collony, is experimentally 
found generally to agree well with English Con- 
stitutions, and Consequently with Ours. 

For Navigation, it hath these advantages, not 
only to be scituate along the Navigable parts of 
Hudsons River, but lyes also fiftie Mills along the 
Maine Sea, and near the Midest of this Province 
is that notted Bay for Ships within Sandy-Hook, 
very well known, not to be inferriour to any Har- 
bour in America, where Ships not only harbour 
in greatest storms, but there Ryde safe with all 
Winds, and Sail in and out thence as well in 
Winter as Summer. For Fishery, the Sea-banks 
are very well Stored with variety of Fishes, not 
only such as are profitable for Exportation but 
such as are fit for Food there; There are Whales, 
Ooad-fish, Col and Hake-fish, and Large Mackeril, 
and also, many other sorts of Smal! and Flate- 
fish; The Bay, also, and Hudsons River, are 
plentifully stored with Strugeon, and other Scal- 
Jish, Hills, and Shel-fish, as Oysters, in abundance. 

This Countrey is also plentifully supplied 
with Lively-springs, Rivolets, Inland-Rivers, and 
Creeks, which fall into the Sea, and Hudsons 
River, in which also there is varietie of Fresh- 
fish, and water Fowl. 
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There are little hills from Rariton-River, which 
is about the middle of this Province, that go to the 
verie North-West-bounds of it, in which are 
abundance of good Mill-Stons to be had, and 
there is many, both Corne, and Saw-milnes set, 
and setting up already, also, on the other Side of 
these Mountains, there is brave fresh Rivolets, fit 
for setting of In-Land-Towns, and a great deal 
of Meadow-ground upon the banks thereof, So 
that there is abundance of Hay to be had for 
Fodering of Catle in the Winter time, and these 
Meadows shows the Countrey is not altogether 
covered with timber. 

Its true, the first difficulty, meets people in 
Planting there, is the cutting down Wood (Tho 
having some Meadow intermixt already well 
covered with Hay, is a great ease) yet the trouble 
is compensed by the advantage, which the timber 
being cut down, yeelds, being good Oake, fit for 
Shipping, and Masts; and also, Chesnute, Walnut, 
Poplar, Cedar, Ash, Firr; And also, by the fer- 
tility of the Soyl, being cleared, which yeelds a 
vast increase, not only of Jndian Corn, which is 
a very wholsome Food, but of Hnglish grain, as 
Wheat, and Barley, whereof it usually yeelds 
betwixt the 20. and 30’ fold, and with fare less 
labour (the Timber being once removed) then in 
Britain, And to shew the labour of cutting down 
the Trees, and clearing the ground, is not so great 
as some may Imagine, It is known by expe- 
rience, that two men ariving there in September, 
or October, may clear as much ground, as usually * 
brings by Harvest following twenty Quarters, 
that is about 40 Scots Bolls of grain. 

This Countrey also, produceth good Flax, and 
Hemp, which they now spine, and Manufacture 
into Linnen Cloath, and the very Barrans there 
(as they are called) are not most in Brittain, but 
produceth Grass fit for Grazing Cattle in Summer 
time; There is also upon Ground (already clear- 
ed) store of good Hnglish Claver-Grass growing, 
the Countrey is well storid with wild Deir, 
Connies, and wild Fowl of severally sorts; As 
Turkeys, Pidgeons, Partridges, Plevers, Quaills, 
wild Swans, and Geese, Ducks, in great plenty; 
It produceth variety of good and delicious Fruits, 
as Grapes, Plumes, Mul berries, and also; Appri- 
cocks, Peaches, Pears, Apples, Quinches, W ater- 
Millons, which are in England planted in Orch- 
ards, and Gardens ; but grew there with fare less 
labour, and many more Fruits, which come not 
to perfection in Hngland, are the more natural 
product of this Countrey. It is thought Olives 
would grow well there, and being store of Mul- 
berrie-'Trees, Silk-Worms would do well there; 
for they were tried in Virginia, and proved very 
well, if the laziness of the People, and there 
being wholly set upon Tobaco, and the Interest 
of Merchants, who were afraid it might spoil 
there Silk-Trade from the Straits, had not hindered 
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To shew how Fruit-Trees do advance in that lin which such provision was made, both for Lib- 


Countrey, it is credibly reported, that about Bur- 
lingtown, in West Jarsey, which is more North- 
ernly then the greatest part of this Province, 
from an Apple-tree-Seed in four years, (with- 
out grafting) there sprung a tree, that in the 
fourth year bore such a quaintitie of Apples, as 
yeelded a barrell of Syder. 

There is there also, great store of Horses, 
Cowes, Hoges, and some Sheep, which may be 
bought at reasonable pryces with Hnglish money, 
or English Commodities, or mans labour ; where 
goods and mony are wanting. 

For Minerals, It is thought there are not want- 
ing of several sorts, For there is an Iron work 
already set up, where there is good Iron made; 
And also, there is discovered already abundance 
of Black-Lead. 

It is exceeding well furnished with safe, con- 
yenint Harbours, for Shipping, which is of great 
Advantage, and afords already for exportation, 

at plenty of Horses, and also Beef, Pork, 
ipstaves, Bread, Flower, White, Barly, Rye, 
Indian Corn, Butter, and Cheese, which they 
export for Barbadoes, Jamaica, Mevis, and other 
adjacent Islands ; As also to Portugal, Spaine, and 
the Canarys. their Whale-Oyl, and Whale- Fines, 
Beaver, Mink, Racon, and Martine-skins (which 
this Countrey produces) they transport for Hng- 
land. 


The Indian Natives in this Countrey are but 
few, Comparative to the Neighbouring Collony, 
And these that are there, are so from being form- 
idable, and injurious to the Planters, and Inhabi- 
tants, that they are really serviceable, and ad- 
vantagious to them, not only in hunting, and 
taking the Deer, and all other wild Creatures, and 
catching of Fish, and Fowl fit for food, in their 
seasons; but in the killing and destroying of 
Bears, Wolves, Foxes, and other Vermine ; whose 
skins and furrs they bring the English, and sell 
at less pryce, then the woes of time that people 
must spend to take them. Like as, that this 
Collony may be founded in Justice, and without 
any thing of Oppression, as all that is already 
Planted, is truely Purchassed from the Indians, so 
there is a great deal more of the Province cleared 
by their consent, and all is intended by paction 
with them to be obtained, so that whoever Pur- 
chase, or Plant under the Proprietors, shal be 
fred of that incumbrance; and if there were any 
hazard from the Indians, as really there is none, 

et this Province could hardly be in any danger, 

n respect that to the North, upon the Main- 
Land, from whence the hazard, if any must 
come, the Province of New-York comes betwixt 
it and them, and 20. miles and more, above upon 
Hudsons River, there is a Fort called New-Albany. 

There were Constitutions of Government made 
by the Lord Barkley, and Sir George Cartwright, 


erty of Religion, and Propertie, that the Province 
hath been considerably Peopled, and many re- 
sorted there from the Neighbouring Collonies, 
so that the Planters are able already to Muster 
500 well armed Men. 

There are already 3. of the 24. Proprietors, 
a upon the place, and 2. goes this Summer 
rom Jreland, these already arryved, have been 
cheerfully received by the Inhabitants, and sub- 
mitted to, the Houses belonging to the Proprie- 
tors, put in their prossession, and publick Rec- 
ords delivered them, and have received address 
from the Inhabitants, wherein they promise to 
stund to, and defend the Proprieters, with their 
Lives and Fortunes: One of these Proprietors 
Bears the Character of Depute Governour, and 
another of Surveyor General, and Receiver of the 
Quittrents. 

There is Order given that in the several most 
convenient Places, TJ'en thousand Acres be set out 
to each of the 24. Proprietors to them to sell, set 
out, or dispose of, as they please; and when that 
shall be any ways Peopled or brought in, then 
the Proprietors will either jointly sell out the 
rest, or make a new Divident, as they find most 
convenient, for it is probably believed, according 
to the most equal Cojecture, that every 24. part 
will contain 80000 Acres. 

The Proprietors have framed a new Schem of 
Government, which is not yet fully concluded 
one, but is intended rather to be an enlarging, 
than an abbreviating of the former, and making 
it more easie, and advantagious for the Inhabit- 
ants, the Chief parts of it are ; 

That the 24. Proprietors shall chuse a Gov- 
ernour, 16. of them has a Conclusive Vote in it, 
after the death of him now chosen, he shall con- 
tinue but for 3. years, and be lyable to the Cen- 
sure of the Proprietors, and great Counsel, and 
unishable if he transgress. There is a great 
Jounsel to meet once a year (and sit, if they see 
meet, for 3. Moneths) consisting of the 24. Pro- 
—— and 48. chosen by the Planters, and In- 
abitants, two thirds Conclude, the one half of 
the Proprietors assenting ; and no money can be 
raised, or Law made, to touch any mans Libertie 
or Property, but by this Counsel. There is a 
Common Counsel to sit constantly, Consisting 
of the 24. Proprietors, or their Proxies, and nine 
chosen out of the Representatives of the Planters, 
in all 33. to be divided into three Commities; 11. 
to each, one for the Publick Policie : One for the 
Treasurie and Trade, and one for Plantations. 

To aviod Lording over one another, No Man 
can purchase above the 24th. part of the Coun- 
trey ; And on the other hand, least any should 
squander away their Interest, and yet retain the 
Character of the Government, that belongs to 
Property, and thence be capable to betray it, as 
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not being bound by Interest, there must be a sute- 
able quanity retained, otherwise the Title in the 
Government extinguishes in him, and passes to 
another, to be Elected by the Proprietors, that 
Dominion may follow Property and the incon- 
veniency of a beggarly Nobility, and Gentry may 
be avoided. 

No man can be judged in any cause, either 
Civil, or Criminal, but by a Jury of his Peers, 
and to avoyid in that all Caballin, the names of 
all the County or Neighbour-hood, capable to 
be Chosen, are to be write in Little pieces of 
Parchement, and the number of the Jury to be 
taken out by a Child under 10. years of age, And 
the proprietors as well as others are to be Lyable 
to the like tryall, and not under any Exception. 

Libertie in matters of Religion is established 
in the fullest manner. To bea Planter or Inhab- 
itant, nothing is more required but the acknowl- 
edging of one Almighty GOD, and to have a 
Share in the Government, A simple profession of 
faith of Jesus Christ, without descending into 
-~ other of the differences among Christians, 
7 that Religion may not be a cloak for dis- 
turbance, whoever comes into the Magistrature, 
must declare, they hold not themselves in Con- 
science obliged, for Religions sake, to make an 
alteration, or to endeavour to turn out their part- 
ners, in the Government, Because they differ in 
oo from them, and this is no more then to 
follow that great Rule, To do as they would be 
done by. 

These are the fundamentals, which are not 
alterable by any act of the great Councill, as 
other things, by these voices of 2. thirds, but 
only by an universal agreement; so it is hoped, 
that this hint will satisfie all sober and under- 
standing people, what Encouragement such a 
Government may give. 

For the matter of Purchase, It may be by 
purchaseing a whole proprietie, or a half, in 
which several persons may joyn, and tho the 
number be already filled up, yet if any persons 
here, offer to the proprietors, of whose Integritie 
and Industrie they are satisfied, they might use 
means to make room for them, and albeit the 
pryces be much advanced within this year, yet, it 
may be made appear, that a purchase of a Pro- 
priety may be had here more easily, then any of 
the Neighbouring Plantations. 

These that are not disposed, or have not Stock 
for such a purchase, may buy a certain number of 
Acres from any of the Proprietors, as a part of 
the 10000. to be set out to each of them this 
Summer ; and, tho the price of that may seem 
higher, then what is usually talked of in some 


makes Land valuable, (for in a Wilderness a 
reat dail of Land signifies little) It will be 
ound a good Bargain, and a very modest price, 
to give a 100. lib. starling for 500. Acres, at which 
Price it may be afforded any time before the first 
of October next, and not afterwards. 

The Proprietors have also Ordered to be set 
out upon a place, called Ambo point (which has 
a good and convenient Harbour, and a pleasant 
and wholesome place) 1500. Acres for to build a 
Town, this is to be divided into 150. Lots, and 
every Lot is to consist of ten Acres, and is to be 
sold at 20. lib. starling, provyding it be done before 
the first of July next, before the ship go from 
SCOTLAND; For, after that time we cannot 
promise to accommodate any, least all be taken up, 
for many are offering upon the place; and the 
Proprietors intend to have each a house built 
there, upon their own Account this Summer ; 
now this will be found a very good Bargain, 
considering there is 300 of the 1500. Meadow 
ground, so that each lot is like to have 2. Acres 
of Meadow ground belonging to it, which is of 
great value. 

For Husband-men that hes a Stock, able to 
transport themselves and Families, with a few 
Servants, and to have but a 1000. pound Scots, or 
a 1000. Merks more, to carry over in Commodi- 
ties, they shall have upon their arrivall 100 
Acres of good ground, measured out to them, or 
above, not exceeding 500. Acres; And for their 
incouragement, shall for the first 7. years pay 
nothing, and then Have what they please, not un- 
der 100. nor exceeding 500. Acres, confirmed to 
them, and their heirs for ever, paying, half a 
Crown an Acre, never to be raised upon them; 
And for the Charge of the first year, they may 
easily Calculate it, by carrying over as much: Qat- 
meal, as will serve them Bread, and the fraught 
will be inconsiderable, and they will get flesh 
enough in the Countrey for killing, without charge, 
and will be able to clear more ground the first 
winter, then will double serve their Families af- 
ter the first harvest, so that they will only have 
to buy with the Commodities they carry over 
with them, Seed, and Beasts. 

The Charge of transportation, is, for every Man 
and Woman 5. lid. starling, passadge and inter- 
tainment, for Children under 10. years of age, 50. 
shillings and Sucking Children nothing, 40. shil- 
lings for the tunne of goods, and often under. 

The Voyage is Judged lesse Sea hazard then 
either to Holland, or London, and if there be any 
tollerable winds, it is easily made in 6. weeks, 
There went a ship last harvest to West Jarsey, 
from the Road of Aberdeen: and they came to 


other Plantations, yet, considering he choice of | Delaware-River-mouth in 8. weeks, though they 


the Land, and the advantages of scituation for 
Trade, with the consideration of its being so 
well Peopled already, which is the chief thing 


had great Calmes, and of betwixt 30. and 40. pas- 
sengers that out. of Aberdeen several women, and 
Children, not above 4. of them had been at 
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Sea before, not one dyed, nor was sick by the | of the West-Indies, without which Barbadoes and 


way. the Lee-wards-Islands, could not subsist: Yea, New- 
Por ordinary servants, who are willing to go | England is forced to come there every year for 
over, after 4. Years service from the time of their | Corn, this, with the advantage of Fishery, being 
arryvall there, (during which time they shall be | Considered, will eusily induce sober and indus- 
well entertained in meat and Cloathing) they |trious People, to prefer a Plantation here to most 
shall have Set out to each 25. Acres to them and | other places. 
theirs for ever, payment 2. pence an Acre, as| ‘There will a Ship go from Leith about Mid- 
much Corne as will sow an Acre, anda Sute of | Summer next, which will also call at Aberdeen : 
now Cloaths; Now, Consider that there is 5. | such as desire to be more fully informed, or to 
pound Sterling payed for their passage, this is | treat with any of the Proprietors, may address 
good termes; and that after the terme of their Ser- | themselves to Androw Hamiltouns, at the sign of 
vice is expired, they will gain more in one year | the Ship, over against the Court of Guard, in 
there, then they can do in two at home, towards | Edinburgh; or at David Falkeoners, Merchant 


the gaining of a Stock to their land, and it may 
be easily conceived ed that they will be well 
treated by their Masters, since it is their Interest 
w do so there more then here, for that they would 
be Considerable Losers, either by their Death, 
or sicknesse, being out so great an advance for 
them, if, by any hardship, they should be dis- 
abled to serve ‘out their times. 

All Sorts of Tradesmen may make a brave 
Livelyhood there, such as Carpenters, Ship- 
wrights, Rope-makers, Smiths, Brick-makers, Tay- 
lors, Tanners, Cowpers, Mill-wrights, J oyners, Shoe- 
makers, &c. and any such like, who are willing 
to go serve the four years, not having to trans- 
port themselves, shall in Consideration of their 
Trade, have (after the expiring of their Service) 
30. Acres, at 2. penee the Acre, as much Corn as 
well sowe 2. Acres, a Cow and a Sow: And for 
the incouragement of any such T'radsmen, who 
are willing to go over and transport themselves, 
they shal have the like quantitie of Land, at 
the sane rent, and the Proprietors will oblidge 
themselves to find them work for a year, after 
their arryval, at as good Rates as they can have 
here, untill they furnish themselves with some 
Stock to make better advantage upon the place. 

We will not encourage any to go there in ex- 
pection of Gold and Silver Mines ; yea, tho there 
were such in the Countrey, We should not be cu- 
rious nor industrous to seek them out: being, 
besides the Toyl, and Labour, but occasions of 
envy, and Emulation: Nor, yet is there Suggar 
or Indigo there, or Cotton, nor any store of To- 
bacco, tho it grows there very well, But We con- 
sider it not our interest to imploy much ground 
on it; The Riches of this Countrey Consists in 
that which is most Substantial and necessar for 
the use of man, to wit, plenty of Corn and Cattle 
(and they have besides Wiech and Fruits in abun- 
dance, as before has been said) so that who dwell 
here, need not to be obliged to any other Planta- 
tion, for any thing necessary, for life ; and all the 
other Plantations are beholden to them for neces- 
sarys, without which, their other Curiosities 
would little avail them: This, with the Province 
of New-York, being the Granary or Store-house 


there, who will either,give them satisfaction, or 
find them occasion to treat with some of the 
Proprietors. Also, at Aberdeen, information may 
be had from George Pyper, and Thomas Mercer, 
who will be heard of at Robert Gerards, or John 
Leitch, their Shops in the Broad-Gate. 
FINIS. 


' 
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VI—HOW HISTORY 1S WRITTEN, NOW- 
A-DAYS. 


The Boston Daily Evening Transcript, of the 
eighth of February, has bravely told, without 
blushing, how our history as well as that of the 
French is being transmitted to future ages, by “ the 
“great” men of this generation. 

We thank it for thus unwittingly exposing the 
frauds which are demoralizing if they are not 
“ denationalizing ” our country and our age; and 
we thank it, also, for the admirable consistency 
with which it has boldly apologized for falsehood 





in one issue and as fearlessly and approvingly re- 
corded the practise of it in another. It has nota 
word of censure or disapprobation for the “ great 
“historian of France” who reads nothing, or next 
to nothing, but a table of dates, and who “ writes 
“his book LIKE A NOVEL”; while for Mr. Car- 
penter who “ thought THE POPULARITY of his work 
“would be injured” by telling the truth, and so 
deliberately recorded a falsehood, it has had 
column after column of praise. 

The faithful, conscientious Historian, the un- 
compromising lover of Truth and hater of False- 
hood, can very well dispense with the approval of 
such a Censor: its condemnation will be his best 
reward, 

The words of The Transcript, adopted by it and 
adapted to its readers’ tastes, are’as follows : 


I. 


“ —. How to write history is thus told by a great 
“ historian of France : ‘1 prepare, in the first place,. 
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“a table of all the events, the great as well as the 
“*small,with the verified dates—the dates not only 
“ofthe years, but of the months and days; this is 
“¢the longest and most minute part of my labor. 
“© Then I efface from my mind all current and pre- 
“conceived opinions ; I consider my dated facts : 
“«T see their connection ; I feel the progress of 
“events, and I write my book like a novel.’ ” 


II, 


“Szcrer History or a Prcrure.—When Mr. 
“ Carpenter painted his well-known picture of the 
“ Deathbed of Lincoln, the figure of Andrew John- 
“son was one of those gathered about the couch 
“of the dying President, and very justly, for he 
“was really there with the members of the Uabinet 
“and others. Before the finishing touches were 
“given to the picture, public opinion had so 
“changed in the North respecting the new Presi- 
“dent, that the artist thought the popularity of his 
“work would be injured by the prominence of the 
“Chief Executive in the painting. So believing, 
“heerased President Johnson and inserted Schuy- 
“ler Colfax in his stead. Thus the picture re- 
“mains: very few knowing how the Speaker of 
“the House chanced to be one of the spectators 
“of President Lincoln’s death, artistically, wHEN 
“IN REALITY HE WAS NOT PRESENT.’—W, Y. 
Eve. Gazette. 


The time was when it could be said, even in 
monarchical England, 


“Either our history shall, with full mouth, 

“ Speak freely of our acts ; or else our grave, 

“Like Turkish mute, shall have a tongueless mouth, 
“ Not worship’d with a waxen epitaph ” : 


that time, if it ever existed in Massachusetts, seems 
to exist there no longer. H. B. D. 
Morrisani, N. Y. 


VII—SELECTIONS FROM PORTFOLIOS IN 


VARIOUS LIBRARIES. (ContinvEp.) 


14.—GroRGE WAsHINGTON TO JAMES MERCER.* 


Moun Vernon Dect 26 1774 
Dear Sir, 

I do not recollect whether, in my last, I in- 
formed you that it was £29. you gave for the 
negro Kate, & that the whole of your purchases 
in Frederick Amounted to £2385. 14. 2; If I did 
not then do it, these will be found right, & 
agreeable to the original Entries— 


* From the original in the collection of Francis S. Hoffman, 
Esq., of New York City. 


I have heard nothing yet from Col° Payton, 
respecting those Lands which you appear charged 
with at the Loudoun Sale—there is no doubt, I 
presume of Combs or others taking thein of 
your hands—if there be, the Sums bid for them, 
will require to be added to your acct.— 

I cannot say but that I should have liked to 
have had 1224 acres of Land warranted to me, 
instead of your granting 1200 acres more or 
less ; for as it was upon the presumption that 
the Tracts of Gray & Adams containd this quan- 
tity, clear of disputed bounds, that I agreed to 
give the price I did; so, if it falls short (1 mean 
more than is generally allowed for Variation of 
Instruments) I shall not much like ; or indeed 
think myself bound by it; and am inclind to 
think-as M'. Carlyle also does) that Hough must 
have made some mistake in his Measurement as 
the original Patents to Adams and Gray together; 
contain no more than 1168 acres, whilst it ap. 
pears that Adams Patent runs into Grays; and 
one half; or near it of Grays is taken away by 
Strutfields ; notwithstanding all which Hough 
you say (for I have no Plat, or report of his} 
makes 56 acres more than is granted by both 
Patents ; at the same time that he differs but lit- 
tle (I perceive by your Plat) from the original 
Courses & distances.— 

I do not pretend either ; to be well acquainted 
with the phrazes which constitute a general 
Warranty but the words made use of by you, for 
this purpose, are not so strong and emphatical as 
I have generally observed upon these occasions; 
which usually run in some such manner as this— 
“from the claim; or claims of any Person or 
“persons whatsoever the said his » his heirs 
“&*. doth warrant, and will forever defend” 
Your Covenant may, for ought I know be Tanta- 
mount, although no such expressions are used, 
and therefore, 1 shall say nothing further on this 
head.— 

It was my Intention to have run round the 
Lines of these Tracts, and tried the Contents of 
them myself; but I have never been a day well 
since my return from Frederick, nor a day with- 
out Company.—If you have Adams conveyance, 
I should be glad to be furnished with it whea 
you send the copy of the power of Attorney, to 

{°Coul & Biair, as I have no paper relative to 
this Land, except an unattested copy of the Pro- 
prietors Deed to him.— 

I have wrote to your Brother since I came 
home—lI intended a short Letter, just to advise 
him of the amount of the Sales, but insensibly 
run into a long one,—Inclosed is a Copy of it, as 
also of the two queries which he seems anxious 
for your answering—the reason of my repeating 
them to you, now, being that they are agaim 
urged to me in a Letter from M' Montagu—if 
you choose to answer them, it may be by way of 
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letter to me, which I can Inclose to your 
Brother—It was for this reason, I have furnished 
you with my preparatory Letter 

As y® quantity of wheat threshed at Marlbor- 
ough, agreeably to your Letter of the 13" inst is 
too much for a Load; and as the Hollidays are 
at hand, & bad weather probably approaching, it 
will be out of my power to send fur it very soon; 
indeed this will always be the case (which makes 
no material difference to me) if it cannot be got 
ready for delivery befor Christmas, it being dif- 
ficult afterwards, to procure Craft till the Frosts 
are thought to be over in the Spring. 

I have heard no person speak of the Sale of 
Cattle in Frederick but what thought it a great 
one—I have mentioned the average price to no 
one Since but what thinks I might buy for much 
less, & although I do not dispute, as I have never 
seen the goodness of your Cattle at Marlborough, 
yet give me leave my friend, to tell you, that you 
are too sanguine in your expectations, in matters 
of this sort—It is not my intention to buy at 
high prices, as I am in no immediate want—my 
design, as I raise a great deal of Provender was 
to stock my Plantations more plentifully than 
they are, if I could purchase upon terms as I 
liked ; & hearing you talk of selling Cattle from 
Marlborough, I thought it might answer both 
our purposes ; but you are to observe that, if 
your Bond upon delivery of the Cattle, is to have 
a credit for the amount of y® Sale, it is, to all in- 
tents and purposes, a ready money Sale to both 
us; although no Cash is deposited—This, in fact, 
is the case in respect to the Land, which makes 
the £446 allowed for your moiety equal to £468. 
6.0. a year hence, to say nothing of the disa- 
vantaye attending ready money Sales ; and is a 
circumstance I did not advert to—The kind of 
Cattle I should prefer, would be Cows & Heifers, 
as they would put me into a full stock the svon- 
est; but when I wrote to you, on this Subject, 
my intention if we could agree upon terms, was 
to take of all you could spare of every kind; if 
the person I should send liked the Cattle at the 
price they should be offered, & found they were 
not the worse for having a parcel picked out for 
your Plantation use, for I would not be concerned 
with refuse Cattle at any rate.— 

I find in order to lay your Brothers affairs 
fully befor him in my next, that it will be ne- 
cessary for me to have Copies of buth the reports 
made by the Commissioners, neither of which I 
have—as I think you spoke something of a Plan, 
when we were in Fred* together, of your com- 
mitte being branched out to ] dif- 
ferent purposes I shall be obliged to you {or 
forwarding me a copy of your Resolution re- 
specting the matter—a plan of this kind I am 
Sure 1s necessary for us, and we may be benifitted 
by a Precedent 
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With very great esteem—& with the Compli- 
ments of the Season I remain 
D'Sir yr. most obed Serv‘ 
G°. WASHINGTON 


[Addressed on outside :] 


“To 
“ James Mercer Esq —— 
“In 
“ Fredericksburg ” 


“ Alex , 2.16 


[The following indorsement appears on the back 
of this letter :] 


“General Washington Dec 26. 1774. 

“The Gen! then corresponded with Mr. Mon- 
“tagu the friend of Mr. Gravatt and brother of 
“ Miss Wroughton thro’ whom the power of At- 
“torney originally came to George Mason, John 
“Tayloe, and the Gen! to sell G. Mercer’s Es- 
“tates in Frederic and Loudon. 

“Moiety of four mile run land estimated at 
“ £446 conveyed to the Gen' by J° Mercer in 
“ discharge of John Mercer’s debt to Custis—one 
“ of the old debts Estimated in the Settlement be- 
“tween the Father and Sons at 23002.” 


15.—Messrs. Mason AND Dixon AND OTHERS.* 


Jo. SHipPEN Esq’ 
Srr 
Mr Dixon and M* Mason have informed us 
that they are in want of Three Hundred Pounds 
to enable them to finish some public Business 
they have undertaken to do fur the Royal Society. 
And we desire, as this request appears to us to be 
very reasonable, you woud be pleased to advance 
them that Sum to be accounted for by said 
Mess" Dixon & Mason on their Account with the 
Proprs. We are 
Your most humble Serv* 
Wii: ALLEN 

5 February 1768 RicHaRD PETERS 
BENJAMIN CHEW 
Jn° Ew1ne 
To Jo Suipren Esquire Governors 
Secretary 


Received at Philadelphia, the 10 February 
1768, of Joseph Shippen Jun" the within men- 
tioned Three hundred Pounds, on Account of 
our Wages in running the Division Lines, be- 
tween Pennsylvania, and ag * Homme 

For M:. Mason and myself 
£300. 0. 0. JERE: Dixon 


* From the original in the collection of Thomas Addis Em- 
mett, M.D., New York City. 
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16.—Masor BensAMIN TALLMADGE TO * 


TIAvERSTRAW, Oct?. 4th 1780. 
Dear —, 


I am thus far on my Return from H¢ Q'* where 
I have finished my last Duty to poor Andre of 
whom I wrote you particularly before. I have 
begged this scrap of paper of Gen'. Wayne 
(whose Brigade is at this place) to inform You 
that Major Andre was hanged on the 2"¢ ins‘ 12 
O'clock. His Conduct was unparellelled on the 
occasion. He met death with a smile, chearfully 
marching to the place of Execution & bidding 
his friends who had been with him farewell. 

He called me to him a few minutes before he 
swung off and expressed his Gratitude to me for 
my Civilities in such a way & so chearfully bid 
me adieu that I was obliged to leave the parade 
in a flood of tears. I cannot say enough of his 
fortitude—unfortunate youth! I wish Arnold 
had been in his place. 

J. Smith is now under Tryal & I trust will 
receive his reward. Adieu 

Yours sincerely 
Beng® TALLMADGE 


17.—GENERAL GREENE TO COLONEL Waps- 


WORTH.T 


Morristown June 17" 1780 


Dear Sir 


I came to this place this morning ; Since my 
arrival here, the General has forwarded me a 
letter with information that General Clinton is 
arrived. The Express that brings you this has 
letters for Governor Trumbull from the General, 
desiring a reenforcement of Militia at West 
Point, and a large supply of Provisions. What 
can I say to you, to urge you to involve your 
private affairs further, is ungracious, and unless 
there is great Individual exertion I forsee ruin 
awaits us: For the Legislators moves so slow 
that relief of provisions will come too late. 

Kniphausen remains just as he did when you 
left us ; but since which the Enemy have built a 
bridge over the Sound from Staten Island to 
Elizabethtown point. Doutless Sir Harry will 
attempt something as his pride is great from his 
Successes in the Southward. 

Yours affct 


Cot. WapsworTH. N GREENE 


* From the original in the collection of George Brinley, Esq., 
Hartford, Conn. 

t From the original in the collection of Nathl. Paine, Esqr., 
Worcester, Mass. 
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18.—Jenupa AsHMuUN, AGENT FOR THE Arni- 
cAN CoLonizATION Society, To Capt. Enocn 
PREBLE, OF PorRTLAND, MAINE.* 


Carr Mesurapo Jany. 25", 1825. 

Dear Sir 

I had the happiness to learn your safe return 
to the United States, and to the bosom of your 
family, by Capt. Barton, whom Alas! a severe 
providence has detained forever from his coun. 
try and his home. he arrived here about the 
20 Decem” staid a week—doubled Cape Palmas 
and, after a seven days illness, died. Last week 
has presented a sad example of the deadly effects 
of our climate—three vessels in our roads, all 
in charge of their mates, (during the present 
voyage) have lost their masters they were our 
Packet the Fidelity 4 months out—the Charlesof 
Boston, nine and the Romp of Portland about 
three,—But our settlement is healthy ; and let 
white men but keep their own limits, and leave 
this country to the people, in whose possession 
the Almighty has left it and few could boast of 
a more healthful population.— 

When we parted in May last, I Intended never 
to become a resident of the Cape again, but there 
is a Providence that shapes our ends, rough hew 
them how we will—my health became in a few 
weeks perfectly reestablished, the freedom from 
care which I enjoy'd at Bissao, aided by De 
mattos’sf hospitality plenty of leisure and good 
books—a fine country to range in and an abun- 
dance of Game, all conspired to repair my 
wasted spirits, and made most of my time pass 
pleasurly enough.—But the blackguard Portv- 
guese ! except De mattos, (in whom a vein of nat- 
ural politeness and generosity serves to keep up 
a show, and answer some of the purposes of hon- 
esty.) I met with none who did not prove then- 
selves abandoned, & profligate to the last degree. 
my mercantile transactions however trifling, 
served to amuse away a part of my time; and 
from having to watch the rogues so closely, gave 
me indeed, at times, too much employment— 
what by stealing, cheating, and exactions under 
the colour of legal duties, I was happy to escape 
with the loss of about $250 dollars not one cent 
less.—so much for Bissao—on my passage out 
July 17, 1824 what should I see, the second day 
paraded on deck, buta Coffle of Slaves in Irons. 
Yes sir, The United States Agent for suppress- 
ing the slave trade, was confined for 17 days on 
board of a Portuguese Slaver ; and that after the 
assurance of the Governor, that the Brig carried 
nothing but rice. 

Arriving at St. Jago July July 4th I was 
priviledged to breath a little more freely there, 
though denied the expected gratification of meet- 


* Communicated by G. H. Preble, Esq. Charlestown, Mass. 
t The Governor of Bissao. 
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ing you, I had the pleasure of learning of your 
safe arrival at Bonavista, and sailing, all in good 
health a few days before, the dry & thirsty air 
of that dusty Island was much less congenial to 
my habit, induced by a long residence on the 
Coast, than the climate of Bissao, but the little 
american & english society I fell into there, 
more than supplied the disadvantage, Mr" 
Hodges has a very amiable and obliging little 
yankee Lady for his wife, and M* Clark the En- 
glish Resident, a certainly no less accomplished, 
and scarcely less amiable Lady of his own Na- 
tion—all understood well the duties which hos- 
pitality imposes on all who have the priviledge of 
exercising it in this country—and nothing but 
the recollection of former scenes of domestic & 
conjugal happiness, now past, & irrevocable, pre- 
ventéd ine from tasting that of my novel situa- 
tion—meantime my Letters left in the Colony had 
reached Washington. I never before inform’d 
you, Sir, in what a Miserable state of anarchy, & 
confusion I left my People. They had taken a 
strong disgust at certain measures of Doctor 
Ayres my Predecessor—he had abandoned the 
Colony in bad health some of his measures I had 
judged unadvisable, and freely reversed them. 
They rose & demanded areform of all. This I 
refused them. they then had recource to violence. 
I opposed with force and arms. They compro- 
mised so far as to give over resistance—and await 
the decision of the question of their grievances, 
from the board at home—one of these related to 
the quantity and allocation of their lands, I con- 
sented—but insisted, on the alternative of repre- 
senting them in a state of Rebellion & treason .to 
the United States, on their immediately occupy- 
ing & cultivating their plantations. this they had 
refused, three days before the arrival of the Re- 
porter, at Mesurada 

I resolved, instantly, to consult my health, 
and withdraw ’till an Armed force should ar- 
rive from the United States—my letter went 
home before the Reporter reach’d Goree, and 
the aid 1 had requested arrived at St. Jago, 
July 234 by the Porpoise Scht of War—We ar- 
rived via Seira Leon, Augt. 17 found the Colony 
reduced by the party spirit which had reigned 
in my absence—and the alarm, insecurity and 
disasters it had caused, to a deep & penitent 
sense of its former folly—I was met at the land- 
ing by half the settlement with tears of Joy—it 
was half an hour before I could disengage my- 
self from their embraces, and get up the hill.— 
Every word was contrition & acquiescence, Not 
a regulation adopted, but met their almost, or 
quite Unanimous concurrence—they declared 
themselves ready to offer their lives in support of 
the Govern‘. under which the Society, with their 
own consent had placed them.—This disposition 
has continued, labustry, order, union & Loyalty 
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—characterize, I say it with confidence, no com- 
munity on earth, in a higher degree than that of 
Mesurado. I havea small body of troops, at dis- 
posal, under a Lieutenants command, but have oc- 
casion to employ them only for defence against ex- 
ternal annoyance. The Govern*. has also allowed 
me a Secretary, Superintendant of captur’d Afri- 
cans, conductor of Ordinance, and one or two 
other useful assistants, with competent salaries. 
Improvements of every description, have had a 
march which I am positive would astonish you, 
Indeed sir, you would on approaching our Cape 
now, slacken sail and re-examine your reckoning. 
you would not believe it Mesurado.—Our settle- 
ment extends towards the Ocean, near to the 
Point of the Cape, and with the Plantations near- 
ly 5 miles along the sea coast—and including 
seven public buildings there are 55. chiefly sub- 
stantial dwellings, of Frame and Stone work, in 
hand—the govern' has since M' Southards ac- 
cession to the Navy department, been sufficiently 
iiberal and we hope will be more so. 

My dear sir your kindness shown to me on 
the passage to Bissoa, & thence ’till our separa- 
tion, shall never be forgotten, I send on board 
the “ Romp” for you a trifling specimen of Afri- 
can ingenuity, which, tho’ no curiosity to your- 
self, may prove so to some of the less—travelled 
members of your family—. 

My health, thank the good Lord has continued 
good (that is, as Africa Often allows to foreigners) 
since my return. Heaven only knows when, if 
ever I am to see my native country again. I am 
afraid my Superiors in America intend to forget 
to discharge me ’till the Climate does the work 
for them. But we must die soon—and a mind 
disposed to prepare at all, for that awfull event 
has some advantages to do it in Africa, of which 
the Allurements of civilized & artificial life, tend 
strongly to deprive itof. The great security to 
contentment and peace of mind, after all, is not 
any advantages of situation—but confidence in 
God our everlasting friend and Keeper, thro’ our 
blessed Redeemer.—I hope I am not wholly 
without this faith and reliance—and even this 
hope is a treasure which the heart wou’d not ex- 
change for all the Gold of the Continent—Pre- 
sent me Respectfully to your family & assure 
yourself Dear sir, of my unfeigned esteem & very 
respectful consideration. 

J. AsHMUN. 

Capt. PREBLE 

Portland. 
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19.—Apmirau Paget, R.N., ro Mr. GARDINER.* 


Sr 

I have discovered a degree of doubt and suspi- 
cion in the minds of the officers of the Squadron 
I command in regard to the disposition of the 
inhabitants of Gardiners Island toward us. In 
order therefor that there should in future be no 
mistrust on the one hand or any plea of ignorance 
attempted to be established on the other This is 
to give notice to you & you are hereby looked 
upon as the person the first to proclaim the pur- 
port of this communication throughout the Island 
“That the said Gardiners Island has been per- 
“ mitted the indulgence of remaining in its pres- 
“ent peaceable Situation throughout the War & 
“ is still enjoying it by Sufferance only & therefor 
“if ever the most trivial instance of hostility is 
“ever practiced upon any Boat or upon any indi- 
“vidual whatsoever belonging to the Squadron 
“under my commond or if it should ever be dis- 
“ covered that any men under Arms or any Mili- 
“tary whatsoever are landed on the said Island, 
“The most Serious consequences will be visited 
“upon you & your property & that there may be 
“no possible grounds for our mistaking each 
“other I hereby in writing set down the terms 
“ upon which alone Gardiners Island will be per- 
“mitted to remain unmolested Supplies will be 
“ required from time to time as hitherto” 

I am Sir 
Your very humble serv‘ 
CHARLES PAGET 

Senior officer of a Squadron of His Britunic Maj- 

esty’s ships Off New London &c &e &e 


[Addressed] “On the Kings Service 
“To Mr. GARDINER 
“ Gardiner’s Island ” 


20.—GENERAL JAMES MILLER, U.S.A., To Gov- 
ERNOR DanirEu D. Tompxins.t 


Boston March 4th 1815 

Sm 

I have the honour to acknowledge the rect of 
your Exeellency’s highly gratifying communica- 
tion of the 24 Dec" last with its inclosed Resolu- 
tions of the Hon. Senate and Assembly of the 
State of New York approbatory of my conduct 
dureing the last campain and unanimously voting 
me a Sword in testimony thereof— 

The execution of duty is a Soldiers consolation 


* The letter was received from agentleman astranger, whose 
name and address were loxt in the parcel of manuscript referred 
to in our last namber. We are sorry to say, therefore, that we 
cannot give his name or address 

+ From the original in the collection of the Editor. 


[February, 


and its acknowledgment by a grateful Country 
his richest reward— 

‘To me it will ever be a source of happy reflec- 
tion that my conduct has been such as to meet 
the approbation of so very respectable and en- 
lighten’d a Body of my Countrymen as that of 
the Legislature of New York— 

Your Excellency will be pleased to accept for 
yourself and present to the Hon. Senate and As- 
sembly of the State over which you preside my 
grateful acknowledgements for the highly pleas- 
ing and liberal expressions of your approbation 
as well as for your very honourable testimonial 

? have the honor to be 

with sentiments of the 
highest respect 
Your Excellency’s 
most ob‘ serv‘ - 
James Mituer Brig* Gen’ 
Army 
His Excellency 
DanrEt D Tomxins 


21.—Ricuarp Ricker To GoverNoR DaniEt D. 
ToMPKINS.* 


js N York 15 March 1815. 
D Sr. 

Allow me to return to you & to the Council 
my thanks for the flattering manner in which the 
office of Recorder of this city has been conferred 
upon me. 

I have this day taken on myself its duties, and 
I beg you to be assured that I shall use my best 
ehdeavours to execute them with diligence & up- 
rightness. 

The Gentlemen associated with me shall re- 
ceive from me every facility, & I confidently be- 
lieve, that the public business will be so con- 
ducted, as to merit & receive the approbation of 
the Community & be reputable to your adminis- 
tration. 

With sincere respect & esteem 
I am your Ob‘. Sver'. 
R: Rixer. 
His Ex, 
Gov". ToMPEINS. 


VIIL—CHAMPLAIN AND THE DISCOV- 
ERY OF HIS TOMB. 


By Joun Gitmary Suea, LL.D. 


Last Christmas was the two hundred and thir- 
ty-first anniversary of the day when the people 


——— 





* From the original in the collection of the Editor. 
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of the little French town of Quebec, a mere dot 
amid the Canadian snows, followed to the grave, 
their great leader and guide, Samuel de Cham- 

lain, who had, amid every discouragement and 
in spite of all obstacles, struggled to plant a per- 
manent colony in the New World. 7 

He expired on the 25th of December, 1635, af- 
ter an illness of two months and a half, attended 
by the Jesuit missionaries, with whom he had 
lived an almost conventual life after the depart- 
ure of his wife for France,* closing, in the ut- 
most peace and calm, a life of much vicissitude 
and many a stirring scene. 

Born at Brouage, in Xaintonge, in 1567 or 
1570, of a respectable, and it would seem even 
noble family, he had early sought a military ca- 
reer, and in the struggles of Henry IV. to reach 
the throne, young Champlain fought stoutly for 
the King in Brittany, under the orders of d’Au- 
mont de St. Luc and Brissac. 

Peace did not send him to quiet or a barrack 
life. The family were men of the sea, and as 
his uncle held high rank in the Spanish navy, 
being Pilot General of the Naval Armies, he 
sought employment in the same service, and 
when the Spanish retired from Blavelt, their 
last hold in Brittany, he proceeded with them to 
San Lucar and, in 1399, made a voyage to Mex- 


ico, in the St. Julian, and drew up an account of his 
visit in a journal which has come to light in our 


day, and been published in English by the Hak- 
luyt Society, the original French being withheld 
from the press in France by a sort of literary 
forestaller, who has for years been threatening 
much and giving nothing. 

He had just returned to France, in 1602, when 
it was proposed to him to sail to New France for 
De Monts, who had secured a patent. The pros- 
pect suited one whose taste for adventure had re- 
ceived a stimulus from what he had witnessed 
on the Spanish Main. He accepted the offer, and 
his whole after career became identified with the 
extension of a French colonial empire in Amer- 
ica. 

Sailing with Pontgravé in 1603, he pushed 
past Tadoussac and ascended the St. Lawrence, as 
Cartier had done in the previous century, as far 
as the Sault St. Louis, above the island of Mon- 
treal. Returning, he sailed back, reaching Havre 
de Grace in September, 1603, with several In- 
dians, including an Iroquois woman, whom he 
had rescued from the stake. His account of the 


* He married Helen Boullé, sister of a fellow-navigator, 
who, though at the time a Protestant, returned to the ancient 
faith, and, on her husband’s death, became an Ursuline nun, 
under the name of Mother Helen de St. Augustine. She died 
at Meaux, December 20. 1654, at the age of fifty-six, in a con- 
vent which she had founded (Cronique de l'Ordre des Ursu 
lines ; Les Ursulines de Quebec, 352). They left no issue, 
the only heir apnearing to claim avy right in his estate being 
4 cousin,—Suea’s Charlevoiz, ii., 88. 
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first Canadian voyage soon saw the light. But 
De Monts’ views were turned to Acadia. From 
1604 to 1607, Champlain labored to carry out the 
schemes of his countryman, and made so accu- 
rate a survey of the coast, as far down as Cape 
Cod, that the maps for the next century were 
based on his, and are vuluable as they approach 
the original. 

In 1607, he was sent out with a vessel to trade 
at Tadoussac. The Saint Lawrence seemed to 
him the real spot for the colony, and on the 3d 
of July, 1608, he founded Quebec. Ile won per- 
manently to France the two great Indian fami- 
lies of the country, the Huron and Algonquin, be- 
coming, as their ally, involved in a war with the 
Troquois, which was ever to hamper his newly 
established colony. 

Indefatigable and adventurous, he penetrated 
to the Lake which bears his name, and not only 
reached Upper Canada, but from thence marched 
with an Indian army to assail the palisades of 
their enemies in Western New York. 

In 1629, he was compelled to surrender to 
Kirk, a French refugee in the English service, but 
in 1632 was once more in Quebec, as Lieutenant 
of Cardinal Richelieu. He did not long survive 
to direct the destinies of restored Canada. 

On his death, a special vault was prepared for 
the reception of his honored remains, and here his 
body was laid, probably early in the summer of 
the following year, as it would have been impos- 
sible in December to make the excavation and 
construct the brickwork. Unfortunately, the 
Jesuit Relation of the year entered into no details 
as to the ceremony, nor does it even mention the 
place ofinterment; and no other contemporane- 
ous publication alluded to the matter. The first 
Registers of Quebec perished by fire in 1640, so 
that there is not even that source to guide a re- 
search. No monument appears to have been 
raised, and, in lapse of time, even tradition failed 
to mark the spot. The first allusion to the tomb 
of Champlain is in the relation of 1643, in which 
Father Raymbault is said to have been interred 
“near the body of the late Mr.de Champlain, who 
“is in a private vauli (sepulchre particulier) 
“erected expressly to honor the memory of the 
“distinguished personage, who has laid New 
“France under such obligations.” (Relation, 
1643, p. 3.) This has been generally misunder- 
stood, some supposing Raymbault to have been 
interred in the same vault, others in the Sarco- 
phagus intended for Champlain. 

When the study of the early Canadian history 


revived in our day, the Chapel beneath whose 
| shadow Champlain lay was conceded onall hands 


to be “ Notre Dame de Recouvrance,” which stood 
on or near the site of the present Anglican Catlie- 
dral. Such was the opinion of all. The careful 
Mr. Ferland so states in his Cours d@ Histoire, 
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annealing en, 


Vol. 1, p. 293, and declares that that church was 
styled “the Chapel of Champlain,” an expression 
used in the Register containing the entry of 
Raymbault’s interment. 

The Abbé Laverditre, to whom we are indebted 
for a rectification of the error, long shared the 
common misapprehension. He is now repub- 
lishing, textually, the whole of the various edi- 
tions of Champlain’s Voyages to Canada, with 
critical notes, beginning with the almost unfinda- 
ble Des Sauvages, issued in 1603, the highly 
valuable and, as Thoreau remarks, singularly over- 
looked edition of 1613, and so on, down to the 
last hastily put-together edition of 1632. As a 
memoir of the — founder of Quebec should ne- 
cessarily precede his labor, the Abbé Laverditre 
seems to have felt it a national dishonor 
that no one could point to the grave of Cham- 
plain. He set to work, with the Abbé Cas- 
grain, to examine, in the archives, everything 
that could throw light on the matter. Ere 
long they became satisfied that the Chapel of the 


Governor, burnt in 1640, was not the Chapel of | 


Champlain, in which the vault existed. It was 
not then Notre Dame de Recouvrance ; and he 
soon satisfied himself that it could not be in the 
Upper Town. “ Therefore,” he adds,“ Champlain’s 
“ chapel could be only in the Lower Town, and 
“could be no other than that built by him in 
“1615, on the arrival of the Recollects, for that 
“chapel is certainly the only one erected by him 
“there.” 

Investigation and the light of documents proved 
that this was in the Anse of the Cul-de-Sac, on a 
street still called Champlain Street, where an an- 
cient cemetery exists. Arrived at this stage, Mr. 
Laverditre and the Abbé Casgrain, who had 
joined in his researches, were overwhelmed with 
disappointment to find that only ten years since 
the water-works had run directly through the 
ground. Application to H. O’Donnell, Esq., the 
assistant-engineer who directed the works, 
brought out the fact’ that he had come, at the foot 
of the stairs called Little Champlain Street, upon 
a vault containing a coffin and human remains, 
apparently of some distinguished person; and 
that he had at the time preserved a plan of the 
locality and sketches of two of the bones. Re- 
mains of three bodies were found near. The body 
in the vault was undoubtedly Champlain’s ; those 
near it, the remains of Father Raymbault, the 
Recollect Brother Pacificus du Plessis, and of Mr. 
de Ré, known to have been interred near Cham- 
plain’s vault. 

Part of the ancient vault was preserved in the 
new works, and the Abbés Laverditre and Cas- 

rain descending into it, November 10th, 1866, 
ound it about eight feet square, and about four- 
teen feet from the corner of Sous-le-Fort Street. 
The body had lain in the direction of Champlain 





| ume, headed “ Memorandum.” 
’ 





Street. They were able on the wall still to trace 
in part the name SAMVEL DE CHAMPLAIN. It 
now remained to find the bones. These had at 
the time been placed in a box and conveyed to the 
Parish Church, where they were kept for about 
three years, and there being no prospect of their 
identification, the box was, by direction of the 
Rev. Edmund Langevin, buried near the cathe- 
dval, with injunctions to mark the spot. This 
was ouglestel, but hopes are still entertained of 
its recovery, when Quebec willdo honor to the 
remains of its illustrious founder. A search made 
in the portion of the cemetery was continued till 
the fourth of December, and will be resumed this 
spring, with every prospect of success. 

A more curious and persistent search has sel- 
dom been made than this, so honorable to the 
Abbé Laverdiére. ~s Découverte du T'ombeau 
de Champlain, par MM. les Abbés Laverditre et 
Casgrain. Quebec, 1866. 8vo, 19 pp., three 
plans—Sa#eEa’s Charlevoix II., 283-4.) 


IX.—MR. BANCROFT, MR. GRAHAME, 
AND REV. DR. ELLIS.* 


CHARLESTOWN, Febr’y 9, 1867. 
Editor of the Historical Magazine : 


Sir: Will you oblige me by inserting in your Magazine the 
enclosed communication to The Boston Daily Advertiser of 
February 8th ? 

Respectfully yours, 
Grorae E, E.1s. 


MR. BANCROFT AND REV. DR. ELLIS. 


To the Editors of the Boston Daily Advertiser : 


Allow me the use of your columns, that I may 
answer, for many ut once, a question, almost 
daily put to me of late by individuals, especially 
those interested in our historical literature. The 
question is substantially, “ What is the meaning 
“ or occasion of that mystifying and but een 
“ intelligible reference of a censorious character, 
“ which Mr. Bancroft, in the ninth volume of his 
“ history, recently published, makes to you about 
“your correspondence with Mr. Grahame, the 
« historian of the United States ?” The reference 
will be found on pages 27 and 28 of the new vol- 
It relates to a 
matter in which the parties principally concerned 


* The following article. is not exactly to our liking, as it 
seems to possess more of a personal than a historical charac- 
ter. For the reason, however, that Mr. Bancroft has introduced 
the subject into the last volume of his History of the United 
States, thereby giving it a peculiar interest, we have not 
felt at liberty to decline to reprint Doctor Ellis’s reply, espe- 
cially since Taz HisTorIcAL MaGazine is open to every one 
who shall be inclined to discuss American historical questions, 
or even those questions which are remotely connected with our 
history, on the sole condition that such discussions shall be in- 
telligently and civilly conducted.—Ep. Hist, Maa. 
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were Mr. Grahame and his American editor and 

biographer, the late Hon. Josiah Quincy. My 

own connection with it was of the most incidental 

nature. If Mr. Quincy were living, I should 

leave to him to pursue, as against Mr. Bancroft, 

the vindication of Mr. Grahame, and incidentally 
of myself, in a new phase of an old variance. | 
Mr. Quincy, however, might have disclaimed | 
this office by falling back upon an avowal made | 
by him in a pamphlet soon to be mentioned, in 
which he said, “I feel myself at liberty to de- 

“cline all notice or regard of what Mr. Bancroft 

“may hereafter write or publish concerning this 

“ controversy.”’ 

Many pens and voices are now actively assail- | 
ing and challenging Mr. Bancroft on very grave | 
charges, as to alleged perversions, misrepresenta- 
tions and false statements in his pages, doing | 
grievous wrong to eminent revolutionary officers 
and patriots. I might hesitate, therefore, to pre- | 
sent my Own private grievance, leaving every | 
reader to imagine that the charge which Mr. 
Bancroft implies against me admits of an easy | 
answer, furnished, in part, by its own mystifying | 
form, and in part by the fact, well appreciated in 
this community, that, whenever this distinguished 
historian raises either a personal or an historical 
issue, the matter or the manner of it is very apt 
to provoke and to admit of review and reply. 

or another reason I should have been dis- 
posed to pass his “Memorandum” unnoticed. 
The sharp controversy which is the main matter 
in reference was no concern of mine. So far as| 
I was incidentally drawn into it, it was as an 
intending peacemaker and mediator, and my 
name and agency were wholly irrelevant in the 
strife. Mr. Bancroft had always treated me 
with uniform kindness, doing me many favors in | 
early years, which attracted me to him person- | 
ally, and made me most ready to undertake for | 
him abroad such service as my inexperience al-| 
lowed in some documentary researches which he 
asked of me. All my relations with him had 
been agreeable and friendly, till his variance 
with another brought about an alienation be- 
tween us. But the ingenuity—I will avoid all 
harsh language—with which Mr. Bancroft con-| 
trives to convert a matter of sharp strife as it| 
stands in print, between others and himself, into | 
a grievance which he alleges against me, demands 
what I hope may prove an equally temperate and 
sufficient reply. 

I would remind your literary readers that Mr. 
Quincy was the editor of the American edition 
of Grahame’s History of the United States, which 
he prefaced with a memoir of the author, pre- 
pared at the request of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society, of which Mr. Quincy Was a resi- 
dent and Mr. Grahame a corresponding member. 
This publication, referring to a matter imme- 





diately to be specified, drew forth criticism and 
complaint from Mr. Bancroft, and led to another 
publication by Mr. Quincy, to which he gave 
wide circulation. This was a pamphlet of fifty- 
nine octavo pages, to which I would refer all 
your readers who care to inform themselves fully 
on the subject. Its title is as follows: The 
Memory of the late James Grahame, the Historian 
of the United States, vindicated from the Charges 
of “Detraction” and “Calumny” preferred 
against him by Mr. George Bancroft, and the Con- 
duct of Mr. Bancroft towards that Historian 
stated and exposed. By Josiah Quincy. Boston: 
Crosby & Nichols, 1846. The contents, tenor 
and spirit of that pamphlet are as pereinptory 
and emphatic as are the tone and wording of its 
title. 

The origin of what developed so formidably 
must be stated with brevity. In an edition of 
his history, published in 1836, Mr. Grahame, fol- 
lowing authorities which he carefully named and 
cited, was led to form a very unfavorable opinion 
of the course of the famous and excellent Jolin 
Clarke; in the specific agency by which he ob- 
tained an advantageous charter for Rhode Island, 
in 1663. Clarke and the authorities of the Mas- 
sachusetts Colony had had an old quarrel, and 
the advantages which he secured for his own 
colony were alleged to have been gained by mis- 
representations of Massachusetts, made by him 
at the court of Charles If. Pronouncing judg- 
ment, conformed to his inferences from the facts 
and his authorities, Mr. Grahame declared that 
“ Clarke conducted his negotiation with a base- 
“ness that rendered the success of it dearly 
“bought.” Mr. Bancroft’s second volume was 
published in 1837, and it contained a note to his 
text, on the subject of Clarke, as follows: “ The 
“charge of baseness is Grahame’s own inven- 
“tion.” Here was the material of combustion: 
the little fire. 

When I went abroad, in the spring of 1838, 
Mr. Bancroft, for whom I was to make certain 
historical researches, committed to me several 
copies of his first two volumes (as also did Mr. 
Prescott of his then recently published Ferdinand 
and Isabella) to be given to literary men, while I 
was also to seek to procure their republication in 
England. One copy of Bancroft was specifically 
addressed to Mr. Grahame, then residing for his 
health in Nantes, France. I had not then read 
the second volume, and so was not aware of the 
charge against him which that ou en- 
tleman would meet in its pages. If I had had 
such knowledge I might have been somewhat 
chary of being the medium for conveying it. 1 
left the volumes to Mr. Grahame’s address, with 
his publishers, Smith & Elder, in London, and 
they were at once transmitted to him in France. 
Early in the next spring, when I was in Paris, in 
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intercourse with our distinguished and highly 
respected consul, Mr. Robert Walsh, a friend 
and correspondent of Mr. Grahame, I learned 
how grievously the note in Bancroft had wounded 
the feelings of Mr. Grahame, with whom I was 
myself brought into correspondence, through a 
message which he sent me by Mr. Walsh. I 
have no copy of my own letters to Mr. Grahame, 
while in France or after my return home. But I 
distinctly remember trying to soften his indigna- 
tion towards Mr. Bancroft. I suggested that if 
he knew the temperament and style of rhetoric 
of our historian, even the grievous charge against 
himself would not seem so literal in its severity. 
I suggested, also, that Mr. Bancroft might have 
used the odious word énvention in the sense of an 
hallucination, or a chimerical fantasy. The sub- 
stance of Mr. Grahame’s final defence was, that 
even if he had been misled by his authorities, he 
bad sought to follow them, and therefore that he 
had not invented, fabricated, or conjured up the 
charge against Clarke. 

My correspondence with Mr. Grahame contin- 
ued after my return home, and we had some lit- 
erary exchanges, at intervals, till his death in 
1842. Through communications in newspapers 
in Boston, New York and Providence, from Mr. 
Walsh and others (I neither wrote, nor prompted, 
nor furnished materials for any of them) the mat- 
ter between Mr. Grahame and Mr. Bancroft be- 
came known to all who gave their attention to it. 
It was thought by friends of Mr. Grahame, that, 
on grounds of literary courtesy, and through 
then unacknowledged claims on the gratitude of 
Americans for his pioneer labors as our historian, 
and as a fond admirer of our country, he had 
cause of just complaint against Mr. Bancroft. 
it was noticed that the latter had never made 
any adequate recognition of the zeal, labor and 
success of his predecessor in the same field. In- 
deed, the writer (wholly unknown to me) of a 
very elaborate article in the Dubin University 
Magazine in 1842, instituted a comparison be- 
tween the works of the two historians, alleging, 
what was claimed as conclusive proof, that Mr. 
Bancroft owed a very large amount of unac- 
knowledged indebtedness for suggestion and 
guidance, to Mr. Grahame. But of the details, 
the phases and the results of the consequent con- 
troversy, I have nothing here to say, referring all 
who may be interested in it to the pamphlet 
whose title I have above copied. 

Mr. Grahame and Mr. Bancroft never held any 
direct correspondence on the subject, their mes- 
sages going through intermediaries—Mr. Walsh, 
Mr. Prescott and inyself. As a matter of course, 
on my return home, I put all my letters from 
Mr. Grahame received up to that time, and those 
received afterwards, which contained any refer- 
ence to the subject, into the hands of Mr. Ban- 





croft. When Mr. Quincy, as before noted, was 
called upon to write the memoir of Mr. Gra. 
hame,—a service which led to his becoming the 
editor of the perfected edition of the history,— 
he applied to me for any letters which I might 
have from his subject, as he had learned from the 
family of Mr. G. in France that I had such. At 
Mr. Quincy’s request I wrote to Mr. Bancroft, 
asking for my letters. He replied that if he had 
not returned them to me he must have mislaid 
them, as he had then no knowledge of them. A 
second urgent application was followed by the 
enclosure to me of a single letter, which I put 
into the hands of Mr. Quincy. Some time after- 
wards Mr. Bancroft wrote to me asking me to 
send hin a letter from Mr. Grahame, which he 
tried to describe ney wengoa not by date. 
It would seem now from his “ Memoranduin” 
that the one he thus asked for was the same one 
he had returned to me. In subsequent corre. 
spondence with Mr. Bancroft, I have carefully 
disclaimed the positive assertion that he was re. 
taining other letters of Mr. Grahame to me. I 
was willing to make allowance for the lapse of 
time and the occupation of my mind by other 
things. But I am strongly persuaded that there 
were other letters, that Mr. Bancroft once had 
them, and that they have never since been among 
my files. True, I may myself have lost them, or 
mislaid them, or they may have miscarried. Mr. 
Bancroft knows full well that I have not pressed 
this point. But this persuasion of mine that 
there were other letters, Mr. Quincy put into 
print, with a surmise of mine, and an inference 


| of his own. 


In his “ Memorandum,” Mr. Bancroft refers to 
his habit as a historian, of practising the utmost 
critical carefulness on points discussed by him, 
while he has “rarely had occasion to notice any 
“effusion of personal malice.” He then alleges 
an unredressed wrong inflicted upon him, in 
matter touching his courtesy and _ historical 
fidelity, by Mr. Grahame and Mr. Quincy, though 
this is put so vaguely that no reader could form 
an intelligible idea of the matter at issue. Mr. 
Bancroft then adds: “In the course of his mem- 
“oir, Mr. Quincy quoted from the letters of Mr. 
“Grahame to Mr. Ellis which he had in his 
“hands.” In this misstatement—an inadvertency, 
I ain willing to regard it—lies the substance of 
my grievance. Though Mr. Bancroft prints two 
notes from me in which I affirm that I had put 
my letters from Mr. Grahame into his hands, had 
more than once sought to call them back, and 
had recovered one of them from him, as Mr. 
Bancroft admits, he now insists that the letters 
in question were virtually in my possession, as I 
had furnished them to Mr. Quiney’s work in the 
memoir. Now, if he will refresh his memory by 
looking over Mr. Quincy’s memoir and pamphlet, 
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he will find that in both of them, instead of | dressed in the morning and evening dresses for 
having the letters from me so much desired and | that month. e : 

so eonfidently referred to by Mr. Bancroft, Mr.| Where are for sale Drawing paper of all sizes, 
Quincy has and uses only one single letter, ex-| and Camels hair pencils of superior quality. A 
pressing at the same a desire for others. That I| few elegant hot pressed editions of some of the 
should be deliberately pressing Mr. Bancroft at | most valued authors, as also a small collection ot 
Mr. Quincy’s request, col for Mr. Quincy’s service, | Prints, Books, and Stationery. 

to return me papers which I had already put 

into Mr. Quincy’s hands, would argue mental ab- — 

—.. _— was = —. —°— why 
I shou ave withhe rom Mr. Bancroft 7 on tat . 
any letter from Mr. Grahame, relating to the G a 4 —— oe th the Shalapeare 
variance between them, seeing that whatever Mr. y A P 

Grahame might write on the subject was designed No. I. 

indirectly to reach Mr. Bancroft, their relations 

not admitting of direct correspondence. Stuart's celebrated 


Grorce E. Ex.is. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. 
Large As Life. 
Size of the Canvas, 5 by 8 feet high. 


X—OLD NEW YORK REVIVED—Cox-| Turs great master of Portrait Painting, speaking 
TINUED. of this Picture said it was his masterpiece. 


17. Lonawortn’s SHAKSPEARE GALLERY. WASHINGTON 1s supposed to be addressing both 
Houses of Congress, aud the likeness is so strong, 
1.— Description of the Gallery, 1800. that ’tis easy for those who knew him about the 
close of his Presideucy, to realize in imagination 


SHAKSPEARE GALLERY, this august ceremony. 
No. 11 Park, five doors south of the Theatre. 


No. II. 


This place of cous recreation, is at all times Inscribed to the 
open for the admission of such company as . 
choose to frequent it, where they will change MEMORY OF WASHINGTON. 
find such novel amuseinent, as will fully compen- 
sate the price of admission One Suite. In 
this room is exhibited the prints of Boydell’s| Size of the Canvas, 2 feet 4 inches by 2 feet 9 
celebrated superb edition of Shakspeare’s works, inches high. 
ublished in London, and which is not paralleled 
y any other attempt of the kind. The best The Allegory. 
scenes in that illustrious author’s works, is por- 
trayed by some of the first artists, and can’t fail} The Portrait of Wasnrincton is supported 
of procuring the admiration of all ameteur’s of | by Liberty, Virtue, & Justice—Virtue holding her 
the arts of painting and engraving. These prints| crown, intimates the reward he has merited. 
occupy the principal place in the room, while | Two female figures in the left, represent Poetry 
other parts are reserved for the exhibition of| turning to Héstory for a subject worthy her 
such other pictures as will ensure applause, which | muse—THERE IS NONE MORE WORTHY ‘THAN 
will be frequently varied. WASIIINGTON.—In the right is seated, in a 

In this exhibition, the proprietor intends that | pensive posture, America (in the form of an abo- 
the public shall be convinced of his determination | riginal) lamenting the loss she has sustained in 
= give them much more for their money, than its | the death of her WAsHINGTON. 
value, 

Among other sources of novelty and amuse- No. III 
ment which the Shakspeare Gallery possess, is aeen 
the Lonpon Gauuery of Fasnion, published| Is an illustration of one of the most important 
monthly, and which is regularly forwarded on| public transactions in WasutneTton’s Life—he 
to the proprietor, and framed and hung up in| on this occasion exhibited more of that impetu- 
the Shakespeare Gallery; these consist of two psity of temper which he ever made it his study 
elegant colored prints representing female figures | to obtain the command of, than he did at any 





Painted by Woou.Ey. 
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other, during all the time he officiated as a pub- 
lic character. 


2 
Painted by Woo ey. 
Size of the Canvas, 5 by 6 feet long. 


September 15, 1776. About Eleven o’Clock 
Gen Howes troops landed under cover of five 
Ships of war, in two divisions, hetween Kip’s and 
Turtle’s bay ; the Hessians in one place, and the 
British in another. As soon as GENERAL WAsuH- 
tneTon heard the firing of the men of war, he 
rode with all dispatch to the lines; but to his 
great mortification found the troops, posted there, 
retreating with the utmost nt and 
those ordered to support them, Parson’s and 
Fellows’ brigades, flying in every direction, and 
in the greatest confusion ; his attempts to stop 
them were fruitless, tho’ he drew his sword, and 
threatened to run them through, and cock’d and 
snap’d his pistols. On the appearance of asmall 
part of the enemy, not more than fifty or sixty, 
their disorder was increased, and they ran off 
without firing a shot, and left the general in a 
hazardous situation; so that his attendants, to 
extricate him out of tt, caught the bridle of his 
horse, and gave him a different direction. 

Gordon’s History of America, Vol. II. page 110 


No. IV, 


A PORTRAIT, in Water Colors of 
GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
At the Battle of Monmouth. 


Painted by ARCHIBALD ROBERTSON. 
Size of the Canvas, 27 by 31 inches high. 

’Twas at this time, Gen. Washington severely 
reprimanded Lee for his pusillanimous conduct ; 
who, in attempting to defend himself, ask’d if 
the British Grenadiers were ever known to re- 
treat ? Gen. Washington replied, that he should 
this day see them compelled to it. 


No. V. 


A PORTRAIT OF 
HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN JAY, 


From a picture done while Mr. Jay was Minister 
resident in England. 


Painted by Boyux, of New York. 


No. VII. 
A PORTRAIT OF 
GEN. RICHARD MONTGOMERY, 


Who fell before Quebec, 31 Dec. 1775, aged 37 
years. 


Painted by Pate. 
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Gen. Montgomery, after a variety of successes, 
during which he encountered difficulties of the 
most discouraging nature, and almost obtained 
the completion of his enterprize, in the conquest 
of Quebec, was killed by a discharge of grape 
shot, when in actual possession of a considerable 
part of the Town. Thus by a fatal accident was 
put a stop to his course of glory, for, had he’ sur. 
vived, and completed the conquest he had s09 
happily prosecuted thus far, he would in all 
probability, been placed at the head of the Amer. 
ican Armies. 


No. VIII. 
A PORTRAIT OF 
GENERAL WASHINGTON, 


By a foreign Artist of distinction—A capital 
picture. 


Painted by WERTMULLER. 
“ With equal skill, with godlike-power, 
He governed in the fearful hour 
Of horrid war ; or ruled with ease, 
The happier times of honest peace.” 
No. IX. 
CUPID RECLINING, 


His quiver suspended on a tree, his bow lying on 
the ground 


Painted by an Irattan Master. 


Size of the Canvas, 2 feet 6 inches by 3 feet 4 
inches high. 


No. X. 
JOSEPH anp POTIPHAR’S WIFE. 
Painted by an Ivavtan MAster. 
Size of the Canvas, 4 feet 3 inches by 5 feet long 
“ And he left his garment in her hand, and fled 
and got him out.” 
Genesis, 39th chap. 12th verse. 
No. XI. 
A PORTRAIT. 
A Capitat Picture. 
Painted by an Ivattan Master. 


No. XII. 
A LANDSCAPE. 
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No. XIII. 
THE CHILDREN IN THE WOOD. 
Size of the Canvas, 12 by 14 inches long. 


No. XIV. 
Designed by this ingenious Artist for Jonnson’s 
PRINCE OF ABYSSINIA. 


Painted by StotHarp. 


An oval. Size of the Canvas, 11 inches. 


No. XV. 

Tae CHOICE or HERCULES. 
Painted by Witt1AM Don ap, Esq. of New-York. | 
Size of the Canvas, 3 feet 4 inches, by 4 feet long. | 

No. XVI. 
A MonuMENT 
to the 
MEMORY or WASHINGTON. 
Painted by Turntn, of New-York. 
Size of the Canvas, 3 by 3 feet. 
No. XVII. 
CYMBELINE. 
Acr II. 
A Bedchamber; in one part of it a Trunk. | 
Imogene reading in her bed; a Lady attending. | 
Painted by Wit1i1AM Hamriton, of London. | 





Scene II. 


Size of the Canvas, 5 by 8 feet long. 
| 
| 

No. XVIII. 

A HEAD, 
By a celebrated French Artist. 
considerable merit. 

An oval 3 by 4 feet high. 

Painted by GrevuzeE, of Paris. 


| 
A picture of | 


No. XIX. 

Sr. JOHN rue DIVINE, 
INSPIRED BY AN ANGEL, 
PENNING toe REVELATIONS. 
From the original Picture of the same size. 
Painted by Warp, of Newark. 
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No. XX. 

A PorTRAIT OF 
SHAKSPEARE. 
Painted by Warp, of Newark. 
Size of the Canvas,6 by 8 inches high. 
No. XXI. 

A PORTRAIT OF 
STERNE. 
Painted by Warp, of Newark. 


Size of the Canvas, 6 by 8 inches. 


No. XXII. 
URANIA, 
Painted by C. Natorre, of Rome. 
No. XXIII. 
APOLO. 


Painted by C. Narorre, of Rome . 
No. XXIV. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON, Esa. 
PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES or AMERICA. 
Painted by Boxi¥, of New-York, 1801. 
Size of the Canvas, 5 by 8 feet high. 
In the background is a view of the celebrated 
Rock Bridge in Virginia. 
No. XXV 
JOHN JAY, Esq. 
Signing the Derinire Treaty at Paris, 1782. 
Painted by Boy, of New-York. 
Size of the Canvas, 5 by 8 feet high. 


No. XXVII. 
CALVIN 
Wits Porrratts or Two 
MONKS. 





Size of the Canvas, 135 by 16} inches. 


Size of the Canvas, 4 feet 7, by 3 feet 6 inches high. 
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No. XXVIII. 
LUCRETIA. 


After relating the outrages of TarQurN, stabs 
herself with a Poniard. 


Painted by an ITautan Master. 


Size of the Canvas, 2 feet 2 inehes, by 3 feet 2 
inches. 


No. XXIX. 
THE CHILDREN IN THE WOOD. 
Size of the Canvas, 3 feet by 2 feet 4 inches high. 


No. XXX. 
AN UNFINISHED PORTRAIT. 
Painted by Woop, of New-York. 


Continual additions are making to this Collec- 
tion. 


Besides the Pictures in the Gallery are many 
miscellaneous Prints, which are frequently re- 
placed by others. 


PRICE OF ADMITTANCE ONLY 12} Cents. 


XI—THE RECORDS OF THE CITY OF 
NEW AMSTERDAM—ContinvED. 


[Original, 15 ; Translation, 23.] 


WV BEREAS, their High Mightinesses the 

Director General and the Councillors do 
daily notice and observe that by some of the in- 
habitants of New Netherland, the servants of the 
Honorable Company, and others of their domes- 
tics, whenever the same run away from their 
Lords and Masters, and also those, from without, 
who come from our near neighbors, are harbored 
at their homes and in their houses, whereby it is 
caused that many servants, whenever they serve 
unwillingly, have the means and the way given 
to them for running away, which occurs daily ; 
and that their High Mightinesses the Director 
General and the Councillors may make all possi- 
ble and practicable provision to prevent such 
things, Therefore, their High Mightinesses, the 
Director General and the Councillors do, by 


these Presents, advertise and warn every person | 


to give no harbor or lodging to any of the ser- 
vants, whether of the Ilonorable Company or of 
any other persons living here or elsewhere, at 
the longest, no longer den twenty-four hours ; 


and in case any one shall be found to have acted 
contrary to this he shall forfeit One hundred 
and fifty Stivers as satisfaction, which shall be 
appropriated as the Prosecutor, to whom it is 
due, shall direct. Done, in Session, this 6th Oc. 
tober, Anno, 1648: Present, lis High Mighti- 
ness the Director General: L. Van Dincklage, B, 
Newton, Paulus Leendertsen. 


[Original, 16; Translation, 24.] 


ILEREAS, their High Mightinesses the Di. 

rector General and the Councillors of New 
Netherland, by Proclamation, long ago admon- 
ished the Community in general to improve their 
house-lots by building on the Island of Manhat. 
tan, which before now has been surveyed a 
Plantations, and the more so since these lots 
have been built on by some of the Inhabitants; 
and Whereas, certain persons are desirous of 
building, and have no place near this, that is 
suitable for building a house on, Therefore, by 
the considerate and excellent the Director Gene- 
ral and the Councillors it is deemed advisable to 
make known to every one, for the last time, for 
the improvement of their house-lots to erect 
suitable buildings, and in default thereof, that 
their Excellencies the Director General and 
Council shall point out to such persons as may 
be inclined to build houses in this city of New 
Amsterdam, suitable sites for that purpose and 
award to the present actual settlers a reasonable 
compensation for the same, at the discretion of 
the Surveyors of Buildings.* 

It is also hereby farther advertised, in case 
any one feels inclined to build, he shall be 
pleased to give in his name to the Secretary, 
upon which having been done the Order shall be 
issued accordingly. Done, published, and affixed, 
in Session, on the 15th December, Anno, 1648, at 
New Amsterdam, in New Netherland. Present: 
The Director General: His Excellency Dinck- 
lage, La Montagne, Brian Newton, and Paulus 
Leendertsen. 


[Original, 17; Translation, 25, 26.] 


[ane High Mightinesses the Director Gene- 
ral and the Councillors of New Netherland 





* The Surveyors of Buildings here referred to, were Lub- 
bert Van Dincklage, Paulus Leendertsen Van der Grist, and 
Cornelis Van TienLoven. whose appointments were made by 
Order of the Director General and Council, dated the twenty- 
fifth of July, 1647. 

By the same Order, the Grantees of House lots in New Am- 
sterdam were ordered to improve such lots within nine months 
or suffer the penalty of forfeiture; hence the Government, in 
using the peremptory tone of this Order, was fully warranted 
by the Supreme Law of the Province.—H. B. D. 
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having daily noticed that their Order, heretofore 
made and ordained, on the subject of Measures 
and Weights has not been well observed by some, 
whereby the good inhabitants have been greatly 
defrauded, Therefore, their High Mightinesses 
the Director General and the Councillors do 
hereby give notice to’all the great and the small 
Dealers, togethér with the Bakers, and all others 
who sell aught by the Ell-measure or by weight, 
in selling and in buying to make use of the just 
Amsterdam Ell, weight and measure; and, that 
all things may be transacted in an orderly man- 
ner, the Director General and the Councillors do, 
by these Presents, advertise all the inhabitants 
and traders, between this date and the first day 
of August next ensuing, to provide and procure 
for themselves, just Amsterdam Ells, weights, and 
measures ; and that in the meantime those that 
may, for the present time, have any weights, shall 
bring the same to the Warehouse of the Compa- 
ny, in Fort Amsterdam, for the purpose of having 
them weighed aud measured, so that, for the time 
to come, no one of our subjects shall suffer loss 
therefrom ; and that all things may be regarded 
and observed with greater zeal by all and each 
one, our Fiscaal, Hendrick Van Dyck, is hereby 
charged and authorized, after the expiration of 
the first day of August next ensuing, to ne 
all weights and measures, as often as he shiali 
think proper; and in case any shall be found using 


unjust ells, weights, cr measures, he shall pay 
such fine as in the premises may have been estab- 
lished in Father-land. Let every one be herehy 
warned and keep himself from harin.* [26 

Done in Session, on the 17th July ; resumed an 

affixed, the 19th July, Anno, 1649, at New Am- 
sterdam, in New Netherland. 


[Original, 18; Translation, 26, 27.] 
The Director General and the Councillors of 


* On the fifteenth of December, 1614, the Board of accounts 
“Reported and Advise” the Ass-mbly of the Company to pro 
vide, “that the Amsterdam measur-s, ell and weight shall he 
“used throughout the entire country.” Itis not clear, how- 
ever, that this recommendation was adopted—if adopted, it 
certainiy, was not enforced—until the arrival of Stuyvesant 
inthe Colony ; and although this Order recites a previens Or- 
der on the same subject, itis powtively stated in the Remon 
strance of the Deputies of the New Netherland, addressed t 
the States General on the twenty eighth of Jaly. 1°49, by 
Adriaen van der Donck and others, that this was the first is 
sued on the subject, Their language was: “ Notath: g had 
“been done c ncerning Weights and Measures and the like, 
“ previous to the 234 July, of the year 1649, at which time the 

»ple were notified that an Order on the subject would be 
“issued the ensuing August. which the Fiscaal would then en- 
“force—this was as much as to say: * Water the Pigeons.’ ’ 

On the 'wenty-seventh of the succeeding January (1659) the 
West India Company presented an Aniwer t» the Remon 
strance referred to in which the particular subject now ur der 
consideration was thus alluded tu: ** We are not aware of any 
‘other but the Dutch ell, measure and weight being in use ; 
‘and an Order was issued, last Summer, that all the inhvhic- 
“ants should bring their weights iato the Company's ware- 
“house, to be stamped anew therc.”—H. B. D. 
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New Netherland, to all and each one that may 
read these presents or hear them read, Send 
Greeting : 

Whereas, with great concern we have noticed 
and observed that the foregoing Ordinances 
made against frauds and smuggling, which have 
been Ordaiued concerning the Beers given out by 
the Tapsters and Inn-Keepers ;* also, that not- 
withstanding our forgoing Ordinances, soine few 
of the Inhabitants make it a business to Tap and 
Brow at the same time, whereby not only the 
customary duty has been defrauded but, also, 
vther Tapsters who make that their only busi- 
ness, have been injured in their profession, 
Wherein, in conformity with the General Order 
froin Father-Land, and willing to apply the sem- 
edy, We ordain and order, by these Presents, 
that no inhabitant following the business of 
Brewing * * * * * 
nor by the small measure, excepting at 
meal-time, Tap, Sell, nor hand out, any Beers, 
Wines, or Waters, not even to Boarders nor to 
those whom they may pretend are boarding with 
them, under which pretense we have observed 
great frauds have been practised.{ To prevent 
both the one and the other, We do moreover 
ordain that, from this time forth, no Beers nor 
any Wines, shall be moved out of the cellars of 
any Brewery or Warehouse, nor be ludged in the 
houses of the Tapsters, except they shall have 
first been given in at the office of the Secretary, 
und the Sledgemen or Carriers of the saine shall 
have brought ol back a Bill of Delivery,signed 
by the First Clerk of the Secretary, which Bill 
shall be shown and exhibited on the same day 
at was brought and signed, to our Fiscaal, Hen- 
drick Van Dyck, or to the person whom the Fis- 
caal shall have substituted in his place, durin 
his absence. We do insist upon every one an 
all the Brewers, not to deliver any Beers, nor 


* Vide Orders of Director Kieft, dated June 28, 1614, and 
July 4, 1647 ; and ‘he O-der of Director Stuyvesant and Council, 
dated March 10, 1648 etc. 

This Excise, which was the only Tax levied on the Colonists, 
otig nated in the veces-itics arising in the General War with 
the Indians, in 1644 and it was imposed, as a temporary ne- 
ceasity, with the consent of the Eight men chosen by the Com- 
monalty. on the twenty-eighth of 'une in that year, 

It was openly resisted at the beginning, and Kieft was ob- 
tiged to employ force in executing it, notwithstanding the 
urgency of the situation and the promise of the Director that 
“it should conriuue only, until the arrival ofa Company s ship, 
**a new Director. or the end of the war.” Ata later period, it 
was avoided whenever it could be done, as the Ordinances show ; 
vet it is ssid to have produced yearly in Stuy vexant’s time, not 
less than Four Thousand Guilders, in this city alone, 

t Vide Order of the Director G-neral and Council. date’ Jan- 
nary 12, 1648. which “agreeable te the order and practice in 
** Holland,” denied t» Brewers the privilege of Tapping and Re- 
tailing the Beer which they bre wed. 

t As the Exc'se was paid, one half by the Tapster the other 
half by tve Brewer, it wi'l be seen (hat the Goveroment held no 
check over the business when both b: anches were followed by 
the same person. Hence the necessity of the Order of January 

2, 1648, as well as that of this Re-issue of it.—H. B. D. 
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give them to any Sledgemen or Beer-carriers, until 
they shall have first shown a Bill of De- 
livery, in the penalty of forfeiting the Beers and 
Wines, and all the utensils, whether they be 
Horses, Sledges, or any other instruments where- 
by the same may be removed, and an arbitrary 
correction of those who may be accessory there- 


to.§ Done,and after the resumption agreed to, in 
§ Vide Orver of Director General_ana Counci, dated March 
10, 1648, Section vii.—H. B. D. 


our Session, at Fort Amsterdam, on the 8th No- 
vember, Anno, 1649, signed by, 
P. STUYVESANT 
L. Van DincKLaGE 
H. Van Dyck 
La MontTaGNE 
Brian NEwTon 


[ Original, 19 ; Translation, omitted.]* 


HE Director General and Councillors of New 
A Netherland to all who shall read these pres- 
ents or hear them read. 

Considering the abundant complaints presented 
to us by many of our inhabitants concerning the 
poor quality of the large bread and the right 
weight of the white bread, with other than which 
the good people cannot with the ordinary cur- 
rency be accommodated by the bakers, the cause 
and foundation of which is understood to be that 
the Indians or natives of the country seek the 
white bread in preference to the black and pay 
the bakers for the same with perfect Seawant, 
which our inhabitants from want of perfect sea- 
want cannot do in their purchase. 

The consequences of which is that from the in- 
clination of greater profit the Indians and bar- 
barous natives are better accommodated than the 
christians. In consideration of which the Di- 
rector General and Councillors with a view to 
the best service of the community according to 
their best ability as occasion affords, do ordain 
and command by these presents, that for the fu- 
ture no baker shall bake any white bread or 
cakes for sale, or permit the same to be baked, 
nor shall sell the same to either christians or 
natives, on penalty of forfeiture of all that shall 
be baked and of fifty carolus guilders from such 
as fail to comply. Excepting nevertheless that 
no inhabitant shall be prohibited by these pres- 
ents, to bake or have baked a sufficiency of white 
bread for their ordinary and proper meals as 
their occasion shall require, provided they ob- 
serve in other respects the orders of the court. 

Interdicting and forbidding likewise as we do 


* This Ordinance was overlooked by the Translator, Doctor 
Westbrook, and we have been favored with this translation of 
it, by John Paulding, Esqr.—H. B. D. 
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by these presents, interdict and forbid the public 
sale and consumption of white bread and cakes 
either to the Indians or to the inhabitants, and 
for the purpose of condemning the frauds and in 
respect to the ordinary bread, and in order that 
neither the Indians nor thg Inhabitants shall be 
injured by inferior weight the above mentioned 
Director General and Councillors order that those 
following the business of baking bread shall 
hereafter bake the same of pure wheat or pure 
rye, asit comes from the mill, of the weight of 
five, four and two pounds, at a price in conformity 
with the orders that shall from time to time be 
announced by the court for the purchase of grain. 
This done resolved and established at our 
meeting this 8th November 1649. 
Was under written 

P. STuyvVESANT 

L. Van DiInckiace 

H. Van Dyck 

La MontTaGNnE 

Brian NEwTon 


[ Original, 20; Translation, 27, 28.] 


HE DIRECTOR and the Councillors of New 
Netherland having remarked the scarcity of 

the crops of the past year ; and also that there is 
a great complaint among our good inhabitants, 
that already they have scarcely a subsistance of 


‘Bread for themselves and their children, to be 


had of the Bakers, and the apprehension is that 
if there is not a seasonable interposition, there 
will be a farther deficiency of Bread-corn and a 
greater advance in price: 

Therefore, [28] by these Presents, it is ordained 
by the Director and Councillors, that from this 
time forth, until our farther Order and a greater 
supply of Grain, no Brewer shall be permitted to 
Malt or Brew any Wheat, under the penalty of 
the forfeiture of the Malted Wheat and arbitrary 
correction. And, furthermore, by these Presents, 
they do interdict and forbid that any Wheat, Rye, 
or Baked Bread shall be transported out of the 
Province of New Netherland until the time when, 
by our more exact estimate of the quantity of 
Grain and the yearly. necessary consumption, 
our necessary consent to such transportation shall 
be given. Done and approved in our Session, 
this 8th November, 1649. Undersigned by 

P. StuyvEsANT 
L. Van DinckLAGE 
H. Van Dyck 

La MontTaGNE 
Brian Ngwron. 
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[Original, 21; Translation, 28, 29.] 


nas the Director and Councillors of 
New Netherland have been informed, that 
in and concerning the selling of real estate, such 
as Houses and Gardens, House-lots, and other 
lands, there are practised various clandestine 
abuses and frauds, to the great injury of older 
creditors : 


Therefore, the Director and Councillors of| 


New-Netherland, by these Presents, do charge 
their Secretary and, in his absence, the first 
Clerk, not to pass nor sign any transport of Real 
estate [29] until, at the stated Court-day, it shall 


have been examined and approved by the Direc- | 


tor and Councillors; Declaring, by these Pres- 
ents, all Contracts and Transports null and void 
which, after this date, shall have been passed 
without their approbation and ratification, or 
signatures. Done and approved in Session at 
Fort Amsterdam, this 7th of February, Anno. 
1650. Was undersigned by 

P. STUYVESANT 

L. Van DinckLaGEe 

H. Van Dyck, Fiscaal., 

La MonTaene. 


[Original; 21; Translation, 29.] 


HE Director General and the Councillors 

have granted the request of the Bakers, and 
they have the privilege, for the accommodation of 
the Community, of baking White Bread (but no 
Cakes nor Cracknels) Provided they shall bake 
the White Bread so as to conform in weight with 
the order of the Father-land. Furthermore, the 
Bakers are charged and interdicted, that they 
shall bake the common Bread of naught else 
than pure Wheat and Rye flour, as it comes from 
the mill, so that the community may be pro- 
tected against complaints concerning the poverty 
and leanness of the common Bread. Dated this 
14th April, Anno. 1650, at the Session at Fort 
Amsterdam.* 


[Original, 22; Translation, 30, 31.] 


HE Director General and the Councillors of 

New Netherland, to all persons who may see 
these Presents, or hear them read, Send Greet- 
ing. 

Whereas, with great concern, we have ob- 
served, both now and for along time past, the 
depreciation and corruption of the loose Seawant, 
among which there are current many that are not 
perforated and half-finished ; and others made of 
Stone, Bone, Glass, Muscle-shells, Horns, and 





* This Order modified that which had been issued by the 
Governor and Council on the eighth of November, 1649. 
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even of Wood; and broken ones, whereby occa- 
sion is given for repeated complaints from the 
inhabitants, that they cannot go with such Sea- 
want to the Market, nor yet procure for them- 
selves any commodity, not even a mean White- 
luaf of Bread, nor a Can of Beer, at the Mer- 
chants’, the Bakers’, or the Tapsters’, for the loose 
Seawant, Wherein, according to our best ability, 
desirous of making provision in this emergency, 
We have resolved and determined, for the 
furtherance of business and the general good, 
that, from this time forth, no loose Seawant shall 
be current, nor be a lawful tender, except that the 
same shall be strung on one string, as the general 
custom has been heretofore. For the purpose of 
preventing the introduction and the circulation 
of all clumsy and unperforated Seawant ; for the 
purpose of making a difference betwixt the com- 
mercial Seawant and the strung Seawant; and in 
order to prevent all misunderstanding for the 
time to come, the Director General and Council- 
lors aforesaid do hereby ordain that the com- 
mercial Seawant [31] shall be current and be a 
lawful tender, as formerly, to wit: Six White or 
Three Black Seawants for one Stiver; and, on 
the other hand, the base strung Seawant shall 
pass, Eight White or Flour Black for one Stiver. 
We Ordain, by these Presents, and charge all 
persons, to regulate themselves according to the 
tenor of these Presents; and in case of refusal, 
to abandon their Trade and Business; and the 
Fisenal is ordered, by these Presents, after the 
Sea ee of the same, to affix these and to pub- 
ish them every where it may be necessary, and 
to make use of every means to have the same 
acted upon and executed.* Done, resumed, and 
approved at our Session at Fort Amsterdam, this 
3Uth May, Anno, 1650, in N. Netherland. 


[ Original, 23; Translation, 31, 32.] 


HEIR High Mightinesses the Director Gene- 
ral and the Councillors of New Netherland, 


* Vide Order of Director Kieft and Council, dated November 
30, 1647, on this subject. 

As early as 1634, Wampum had become, “in a manner, the 
* currency of the country, with which the produce of the inte- 
“(rior was paid for”; and, many years after, (1649) the value 


| of it seems to have been very uncertain. 


Stuyvesant seems to have had no desire to meddle with the 
currency of the country, even when requested by the Select- 
men ; and it was made a subject of formal complaint against 
him, to the Home Government, by Adriaen van der Donck and 
others, in July, 1649. 

Van Tienhoven, in his defence of the Administration, in 1650, 
said *‘‘the reason for not prohibiting unstringed wampum 
‘* was, because no money was in circulation, and mechanics, 
‘farmers, and the rest of the Commonalty, having no other 
** currency, would suffer serious loss.” 

Stuyvesant, in the Order before us, evidently made the first 
alvance to a contraction of this currency ; and we cannot but 
admire the moderation of his measure.—H. B. D. 
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to all persons who may hear, see, or read these | Whereas, by the daily complaints of the inhab. 


Presents, Send Greeting. 
Whereas, experience has shown that this fort- 


ress, formerly in tolerable stafe, bas been, in a | 


reat degree, trodden down by the Ilogs, and 
Goats, and Sheep; and in conformity with the 
order of their High Mightinesses, the Gentle- 
men Directors, our Lords, our Superiors, and 
Patroons, men are now employed in repairing and 
restoring the same ; and it is to be apprehended 
that as before, it may again become damaged 
and trodden down by the Goats, the Sheep, the 
Hogs, or some other Cattle; Therefore, their 
High Mightinesses the Director General [32] and 
the Councillors, by these Presents do warn all 
and every one of the Inhabitants of this place, 
that, in conformity with our former Proclama- 
tions,* that they shall not suffer to run at large 
withouta Herdsman or Driver, except within their 
own inclosures, any Hogs, Sheep, Goats, Horses, 
or Kine, between this place and the Honorable 
the Company’s farm, [Bourcerit] to the end of 
their High Mightinesses Pasture-ground, at pres- 
ent occupied by Thomas Hall,t nor between the 
house of Mr. Isaac Allerton,§ in the penalty of 
Six Guilders, for the first offence; for every 
Horse, Kine, Hog, or Sheep that may be found 
within the aforesaid limits for the second time, 
double fine; and for the third time, the whole 
shall be confiscated, to be appropriated at pleas- 
ure. Done, approved, and published, on the 
27th of June, Anno, 1750, at New Amsterdam in 
New Netherland. 


[Original, 24; Translation, 32, 33.] 


HE Director General and the Councillors of 
New Netherland, to all persons who shall 
hear, see, or read these Presents, Send Greeting : 





* Vide Order of ‘he Director General and Council, dated July 
1, 1647. and March 16, 1648.—H. B D. 

+ “Tne Cowpanr'’s FARM.” subsequently known as “ The 
“ Duke's farm’ and “The King’s farm,” extended from the pres- 
ent line of Broadway to the North river, and from the southern 
line of Fu'ton to a line between Warren and Chambers-streets, 
on the North.—H. B. D. 


¢ Tnomas HA. having been already noticed by us, it re- 
mins only for us to remark, in this place that he lived. in 
1650, *‘on a little bowery belonging te the Company.” It is 
pot now very clear to us where that “bowery” was but we are 
inclined to think it was o: the present line of Cha:ham-street or 
that of the Bowery.—H. B. D. 

§ Issac ALLERTON, one of the celebrated Pilgrim fathers of 
New England, arrived at Pivmouth, in the Mayflower, in 1620; 
and was one ef the rich at of the Colonists ana, for three years, 
the Assistant of the Colony ard itschief Magistrate. 

He removed 'o New Amsterdam at an early date; entered 
into business with Govert Loockerman. a thriving merchant 
there, under the firm of Allerton & Loockerman; and was 
widely respected throughout the Colony. 
| He was one of the Eight men chosen by the Commonalty, and 
died in 1659. 

He probably lived where he had bought property in April, 
1647, on * the strand ” of the East river, not far from the pres- 
ent line of Beekman-street. 


itants, we are informed that our foregoing Order 
and Proclamation concerning the base strung 
Seawant, issued for the accommodation and pacifi. 
cation of the inhabitants, under the date of the, 
thirtieth of May, 1650, are not observed and 
executed according to our good intention and 
meaning, but that on the contrary such payment 
has been refused and rejected, even for Cs) tri- 
fling articles by Shop-keepers, Brewers, Bakers, 
Tapsters, Mechanics, and Day-laborers, to the 
great confusion and discominoding of the Inhab. 
itants in general, there being at present no other 
Specie, with which they can accommo- 
date one another in the articles of their 
small daily commerce ; Therefore, once more, for 
the accommodation and pacification of the In. 
habitants, being desirous of doing whatever is 
practicable, the Director and Councillors, by 
these Presents, do Ordain and Decree that, in 
conformity with our former Proclamations, the 
base strung Seawant shall be current, and shall 
be received by every one, without any distinction 
or exception, in payment for small and daily ne- 
cessary commodities in house-keeping ; and that, 
on the other hand, the sum of Twelve Guilders 
or under shall be paid all in base strung Sea. 
want; from Twelve to Twenty-four Guilders, 
half and half, that is to say, half base and half 
good strung Seawant ; from Twenty-five to Fifty 
Guilders, one-third base strung and two-thirds 
good strung Seawant; and in larger suns agree- 
ably to the agreement between the buyer and 
seller, under the penalty of Six Guilders for the 
first time’s refusal and resisting of these Pres- 
ents ; for the second offence, Nine Guilders ; and 
for the third offence, Two Pounds, Flemish, and 
a prohibition from his Handicraft and Business, 
in conformity with our former Proclamations. 
Done and approved in our Session of the Director 
General and the Councillors, this 14th of Sep- 
tember, Anno, 1650, at New Amsterdam in New 
Netherland. 


XII—SLAVERY IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


Inthe Assembly of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, on the eighth day of May, 1712, at the af- 
ternoon session, 

“A Petition, signed by William Svuthbe, relat- 
“ing to Negroes, was read, and ordered to lie on 
“the table. 

“A Petition signed by many of the Inhabit 
“ants of this Province, praying the Prohibition 
“of Negroes, was read, and ordered to lie on the 
“ table.” 

On the following day, it was 

“Ordered, That the Petitions lying upon the 
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“Table be read, which were read accordingly and 
“considered ; * * * 

“ And to William Southbe’s Petition, relating to 
“the Enlargement of Negroes, the House is of 
“Opinion, it is neither just nor convenient to set 
“them at Liberty. 

“Also to the Petition for discouraging the 
« Importation of Negroes (sign’d by many Hands) 
“the House agrees, that an Impost of Twenty 
« Pounds per Head be laid on all Negroes imported 
“into this Province; and that the Clerk provide 
“g Bill, and bring the same to this House.” 

On the 14th, the Clerk reported that he had 

prepared the Bill, pursuant to the Direction of 
the House to him, intituled “An Act for the lay- 
“ing a Duty upon Negroes imported into this 
“ Province,’ which he delivered in at the Table. 
The bill was thereupon read, and ordered asecond 
reading. 
On the 15th, the bill was read a second time, 
debated, and, with some proposed Amendments, 
committed, with a direction to the Committee on 
the said bill to include Indians, and alter the ti- 
tle accordingly. 

On the 20th, a committee of six members was 
appointed to amend the bill according to the di- 
rection of the House, with instructions to report 
in the afternoon of the following day. 

They accordingly reported having made some 

rogress in the matter to them referred, but not 
Gale finished the same, desired further time— 
whereupon the Committee was continued again 
tw report the next r= 

On the 22d, the bill was reported “ finished,” 
according to the directions of the House. 

On the 23d, the bill—* An Act to prevent the 
“Importation of Negroes and Indians into this 
“Province ”—as amended by the Committee, was 
read a third time, and passed. On the 24th, it 
was ordered to be engrossed, duly examined, and 
presented to the Governor for his concurrence. 

In the Council, May 27th, 1712, the Governor 
laid before the board several acts which he had 
received from the Assembly—among others, 

“An Act to prevent the Importation of Negroes 
“and Indians into this Province ; upon which ’tis 
“proposed that, 

“No. 1. The officer as in other Cases be ap- 
“pointed by the Gov". & Council & Commission- 
“ated by the Gov«. 

“2. As the Law in such Cases to be made 
“shall Direct, The Words (to bemade) to be left out. 

“3. Leave out the Concurrence of the Assem- 
“bly, and also these words, Whereof the Assem- 
“bly of this Province shall be judge. 

“4. A Proviso that no negroe or Indian be- 
“longing to this Province, either now out of it or 
“now on Sea, or being sent out hereafter in busi- 
“ness into another Government, vr accompanying 
“his master, be lyable to pay at his Return. 
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“5. That the waiting servts. of travelling 
“Gent. may be Intirely exempted without leaving 
“it to y* discrecon of the officer.” 

On the 28th, y® proposed amendments were 
communicated to the House. 

Various proceedings followed on the amend- 
ments on the following days—none of which as 
recorded throw any light on the character of the 
bill or the discussion. 

The bill finally passed on the 7th day of June, 
1712. It was subsequently transmitted to England 
for the consideration of the government and the 
royal approbation, and was without doubt duly 
submitted to the law officers of the Crown. 

The report of Robert Raymond, H. M. Solicitor 
General, 22d Dec. 1713, refers to this act as 
follows : 

“How far this Act may interfere with the 
“ British Interest as to their Trading in Negros, 
“ your Lopp’s are most proper Judges; But I ob- 
“serve this Act gives a power to break open 
“houses to search upon suspition of Negros 
“being there generally, which Extends to Night 
“as well as Day, which power is rarely admitted 
“by our Law in offences of an inferior nature.” 
—Penn. Archives, Vol. I., 160. 

Her Majesty the Queen, accordingly with the 
advice of her privy Council, disallowed and re- 
pealed the law on the 20th February,1714. Ibid. 
pp- 161-2. 

This act was long supposed to have given to 
Pennsylvania the precedence in legislation pro- 
hibiting the importation of slaves—an error which 
was exposed in THe Historrcan MaGazing, 
(Vol. IX., 35.) The chief feature in it was the im- 
port duty of 20/. a head—but there was no restric- 
tion upon bringing in any number of Negroes or 
Indians for export within twenty days afterwards. 
The principal reason for the desire to prevent the 
increase of the number of imported slaves in the 
province, is to be found in the preliminary re- 
ference in the act itself to “ Divers Plots and In- 
“surrections not only in the Islands, but on the 
“ Main Land of America, by Negroes, which have 
“been carried so far that several of the Inhabit- 
“ ants have been thereby barbarously murthered, 
“an Instance whereof we have lately had in our 
“ Neighboring Colony of New York.” 

The Act is printed in“ The Laws of the Pro- 
“vince of Pennsilvania Collected into One Vol- 
“ume, by Order of the Governour and Assembly 
“ of the said Province Printed and Sold by Andrew 
“ Bradford in Philadelphia, 1714.” pp. 165-7. 


G. H. M. 
New York, January, 1867. 
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XITI—GEMS FROM THE DIADEM OF MAS- 
SACHUSETTS.—ContinvEp. 


2—The Senate of the Commonwealth on the 

capture of the Peacock. 
In Senate, June 15, 1813. : 

The following Preamble and Resolution were 
proposed and laid on the table by the Hon. Mr. 
Quincy, and adopted by the Senate : 

“WHEREAS, a proposition has been made to 
“this Senate for the adoption of sundry Resolu- 
“tions, expressive of their sense of the gallantry 
“and good conduct exhibited by Captain James 
“Lawrence, Commander of the United States 
“ Ship-of-war Hornet, and the officers aud crew of 
“that ship, in the destruction of His Britannic 
“ Majesty’s Ship-of-war, Peacock : And, whereas, 
“it has been found that former Resolutions of 
“this kind, passed on similar occasions, .elative 
“to other officers engaged in a like service, have 
“given great discontent to many of the good 
“ people of this Commonwealth, it being consid- 
“ered by them as an encouragement and excite- 
“ment to the continuance of the present unjust, 
“ unnecessary, and iniquitous War; and, on that 
“account, the Senate of Massachusetts have 
“ deemed it their duty to refrain from acting on 
“the said proposition; And also, whereas, this 
“determination of the Senate may, without ex- 
“planation, be misconstrued into an intentional 
“ slight of Captain Lawrence, and a denial of his 
“particular merits; the Senate, therefore, deem 
“it their duty to declare that they have a high 
“ sense of the naval skill and military and civil 
“ virtues of Captain James Lawrence; and that 
“they have been withheld from acting on said 
“ proposition solely from considerations relative 
“to the nature and principles of the present 
“War. And to the end that all misrepresenta- 
“tions on the subject may be obviated, 

“ Resolved, as the sense of the Senate of Massa- 
“ chusetts, that, in a War like the present, waged 
“ without justifiable cause, and prosecuted in a 
“manner which indicates that conquest and am- 
“bition are its real motives, it is nut becoming a 
“moral and religious people to express any ap- 
“probation of Military or Naval exploits, which 
“ are not immediately connected with the defence 
“ of our sea coast and soil.” 


XIV.—NOTES. 


Tue Earty Meruopists 1x AmMEertca.—The 
following letter, from the well-known Bishep 
Warburton, will serve to further illustrate this 
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subject, so thoroughly ventilated in the tenth 
voluine of the Magazine. 


New Yor«. : K, 


“Dear Sir, 


“ What think you of our new set of fanatics,, 
“called Methodists? I have seen Whitfield’s 
“journal, and he appears as mad as ever George 
«Fox, the Quaker, was. These are very fit mis- 
“sionaries, you will say, to propagate the Chris. 
“tian fuith amongst Infidels. There is another 
“of them, one Westley, who is come over from 
“the same mission. He told a friend of mine, 
“that he had lived most deliciously the last sum. 
“mer in Georgia, sleeping under trees and teed. 
“ing on boiled maize, sauced with the ashes of 
“ yak-leaves: That he will return thither, and 
“then will cast off his English dress, and weara 
“ dried skin like the savages, the better to ingra- 
“tiate himself with them. It would be well for 
“virtue and religion, if this humour would lay 
“hold generally of our overheated bigots, and 
“send them to cool themselves in the Indian 
“marshes. I fancy that Ven and Webster would 


“ make a very entertaining, as well as proper figure, 
“in a couple of bear skins, and marching. in this 
“terror of equipage, like the Pagan priests of old. 


“ Jamque sacerdotes primusque potitius ibant 
** Pellibus in morem cincti, flammasque ferebant. 


“Dear Sir, do me the justice to believe, that 
“nothing can be more agreeable than the hear- 
“ing of you, but the hearing from you ; and that 
“Tam 


“Your very affectionate and obliged humble 
' servant, 


“W. WARBURTON. 


“To Mr. Des Maizeaux, 
“ Newark, Sept. 13, 1738.” 


Suir FoR THE PossEssION OF A LETTER FROM 
GrorGE WaAsHINGTON—THE First TROOP, Pui- 
ADELPHIA City CAvALRY.—Mr. Waln, solicitor 
for the First Troop, Philadelphia City Cavalry, 
recently filed a bill in the Supreme Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, for the purpose 
of obtaining possession of a letter sent by “George 
“ Washington to the Troop, January 23d, 1777.” 

The complainants say: First. That some time 
in the year 1774, a military company was formed 
by the association of twenty-six gentlemen, resi 
dents of the city of Philadelphia, under the name 
of the Philadelphia Troop of Light Horse, for 
the defence and vindication of the rights of the 
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country, then threatened by the arbitrary legisla- 
tion of Great Britain, &c.; said organization was 
officially recognized by the military authorities 
until the fourth of April, 1863,on which day it was 
incorporated, under the title of “ The First Troop, 
“Philadelphia City Cavalry,” by the Legislature 
of the State of Pennsylvania. 

Seconp. That the gentlemen composing the 
said ‘l'roop served voluntarily and without pay, 
furnishing their own horses and equipments, dur- 
ing the several trying campaigns of the Revolu- 
tionary war, from 1776 to 1753, and during all 
that time, by their gallantry and discipline, gained 
the approbation of the illustrious Washington, 


as Commander-in-Chief, and enjoyed his friend- | 


ship during the subsequent years of peace until 
his death. 


during the rebellion in 1861-2. 
Tarp. That during the campaign of 1777, the 


then Captain and first officer of the Troop, Sam- | 
uel Morris, received an official letter from Gen- | 
|“ Sm: 
January 23, 1777, at Head-quarters, which said | 
letter was an official letter from the highest offi- | 


eral Washington, as Commander-in-Chief, dated 


cer of the armies to the official head or officer in 
command of the said Troop, and containing an 
Order regulating the disposition of said ‘Troop, 
and expressing the thanks of the General, to “ the 
“gentlemen who compose the Troop, for the es- 
“sential services they have rendered their coun- 
try.” 

fountn. That said letter, which they pray may 
be taken as part of this bill, was directed to the 
“Philadelphia Troop of Light Horse,” then under 
the command of Captain Morris, which said com- 
pany is the same since incorporated as “'The 
“First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry,” and 
being an official Order to the Troop, an 
its rights and duties in military law and usage, 
itproperly and of right belongs to the Troop and 
to its military archives. 

Firrn. That said letter was received by Captain 
Morris, in trust for the use and benetit of the 
Troop, and as their property ; and that they are 


has recently come into the possession or custody 
of the defendants, Messrs. S. B. and E. P. Mor- 
tis. ‘The complainants therefore ask that the 
original letter may be produced and delivered to 
the Troop as their property. 


The following is a copy of the original letter re- 
Jerred to: 


“The Philadelphia Troop of Light Horse, un- 
“der the command of Capt. Morris, having per- 
“formed their tour of duty, are discharged for 
“the present. 

“I take this opportunity of returning my most 
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They have since partivipated by ac- | 
tive service in the wars of 1512, 713 and ’14, and | ’ usure 
| room for the following communication : 


fixing | 
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“sincere thanks to the Captain, and to the gen- 
“tlemen who compose the Troop, for the many 
“essential services which they have rendered 
“their country, and to me personally, during the 
“course of this severe campaign. ‘Though com- 
“ posed of gentlemen of fortune, they have shown 


|“a noble example of discipline and subordina- 
| “ tion, and in several actions have shown a spirit 


“and bravery which will ever do honor to them, 
“and will ever be gratefully remembered by 
“ me. GrorGE WASHINGTON. 


“ HeAD-QUARTERS, MorRRISTOWN, 
“ Jan. 23, 1777.” 


Juty 4, 1776.—We take pleasure in making 


“ Historica Society oF PENNSYLVANIA, 
“ PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 26, 1867. 


“T enclose a resolution adopted by the Histo- 
“rical Society of Pennsylvania, at its last month- 
“ly meeting, namely, on the 14th inst.. As it re- 
“Jates to ‘‘'he Hancock chair,’ and the table on 


|“ which the Declaration of Independence was 
| * signed, it may be of sufficient interest for pub- 


{lication in your useful Magazine: 


“<¢THe CHarr oF JoHN ILANCOCK AND THE TA- 


“*s LE OF INDEPENDENCE.—At the last month] 
| “* meeting of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 


“¢vania, Vice-President Dr. Coates in the chair, 


| “« the following resolution was offered by Colonel 
| “* Snowden, accompanied with some appropriate 


« ‘remarks, and was unanimously adopted: 


“*¢ Resolved, That this Society has learned with 
“¢ lively satisfaction that the Legislature of Penn- 
“*¢sylvania has authorized the return tothe Hall of 
“¢ Independence, in this city, of the chair occupied 
“*by the President of Congress, John Hancock, 
“‘when the Declaration of Independence was 


informed, and believe, that said original letter | “* passed, and the table upon which that immortal 


“¢ document was signed ; and that a Committee be 
“* appointed to co-operate with the State and City 
“* authorities in such ceremonies as may be appro- 
‘priate when these interesting memorials of the 
* Revolution are returned to this city and placed. 


| “*in the Hall of Independence. 


“The following named gentlemen have been 
“* appointed as the committee : James Ross Snow- 


| “den, John Jordan, Jr., William A. Porter, Wil- 


“¢ liam Duane, Chas. M. Morris, 


* Ruffin, in Sketches of Eastern North Carolina, 254; 
speaks of finding in South Carolina leaves of the P. Australis, 
193g inches long. 
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“The Continental Congress occupied the room 
“in the State House, now called the Hall of Inde- 
“ pendence, theretofore used by the Colonial Leg- 
“islature. The Speaker’s chair was used by the 
“ President of the Congress. 

“In 1799, the seat of Government of Pennsyl- 
“ yania was removed from Philadelphia to Lan- 
“easter ; the Speaker’s chair and the table above 
“mentioned were removed thither, where they 
“remained until 1812, when the State Govern- 
“ment was removed to Iarrisburg. Since which 
“ period, and until the present time, the venerable 
“chair of Hancock has been occupied by the 
“Speakers of the House of Representatives of 
“ Pennsylvania. 

“T occupied this chair, as Speaker of the House, 
“during several sessions of the Legislature. My 
“attention was attracted to the fact thaton the back 
“of the chair there is arepresentation of the sun, 
“with about half its disk above the horizon. 
“This recalled to my recollection the following 
“incidents related to me by my father. When 
“the Declaration was signed, Dr. Franklin re- 
“marked that he had often looked at that rep- 
“resentation with anxiety and solicitude, wheth- 
“er itindicated the rising or the setting sun, but 
“now that Independence was declared, he was 
“satisfied it was emblematic of the rising sun 
“which would, in the course of time, illuminate 
“the world. 


“Tam, with great respect, 
“ Your obedient servant, 


“James Ross SNOWDEN, 


“Corresponding Secretary 
“His. So. of Penn. 


“Epiror Hist. MacAzine, 
“ New York.” 


MassacuusEetts Erection Sermons.—I de- 
sire to add one name to the list of preachers, which 
appears to have escaped attention hitherto—that 
of Ricnarp MatueEr of Dorchester, as having 
preached the sermon of 1644. On the 7th of 
March, 1643-4, the records show “ Mr. Madder 
“to bee desired to p'pare himselfe to p'ach to y® 
“ assembly at y° next Co't of Election.” Mass. 
Records, IF, 62. On the 29th May, it was “ or- 
“dered, the priuter shall have leave to print the 
“election sermon w Mr. Mather’s consent, & 
“ the artillery sermon, w M'. Norton’s consent.””* 
Ibid, 71. 

If these sermons were printed—Mather’s may 
have been the first one in the series ever given to 
the press. Dr. Pierce, whose account of these 





* The reader will observe that this adds a new and earlier 
name and da‘e to the list of preachers at the Artillery Election, 
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sermons, continued by Mr. William B. Trask, is 
the recognized authority on the subject, gives 
Norton’s sermon in 1661, as the first printed Elec. 
tion Sermon, within their knowledge. But this 
sermon, although preached in 1661, was not 
printed until after Higginson’s famous sermon of 
1663. And a reference to the latter by Cotton 
Mather in his funeral sermon, 1709, shows that 
if his grandfather's sermon in 1644 had been 
printed he at any rate was ignorant of the fact. 
Referring to the fervency. and frequency of the 
venerable Higginson’s testimonies to the Cause 
of God and his People in New England, he 
says “He Stated that Cause in a Sermon at our 
“ Greatest Anniversary Solemnity ; & it is, I sup. 
“ pose, the First-Born by the way of the Press, 
“of all the Election Sermons, that we have in our 
“ Libraries.” G. H. M. 
New York. 


MisTaKEs IN Portrarts.—Singular mistakes 
are made in this respect in otherwise reliable 
books, which show a carelessness not expected. 
I will mention a few modern and recent in- 
stances. 

In the first volume of GREELEY’s American 
Conflict, one of a group of loyal Navy officers is 
the engraving of what purports to be “Commo. 
“dore Henry W. Morris, U.S. N.,” who took the 
U. S. ship Pensacola past the Potomac batteries, 
and commanded the same ship in Farragut’s fleet 
at New Orleans. The portrait, however, is that 
of Commodore Charles Morris, U.S. N., distin 
guished in the war of 1812-14, and who died, 
Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, long before 
the commencement of the War of the Rebellion. 

The next error of the kind I have to notice is 
in an article in Harper’s Magazine, for 1866, en- 
titled Heroic Deeds of Heroic Men, in which there 
is a wood engraving given of Rear Admiral 
Lewis M. Goldsborough, U. 8. N., which is in 
reality a likeness of his brother, Captain John 
R. Goldsborough, U. 8. N., now commanding the 
Shenandoah in the East Indies. : 

A few days since I was invited to subscribe 
for a work entitled Farragut and our Naval He. 
roes, in which the same error was perpetuated in 
a steel engraving. As I happen to own a copy 
of the photograph from which these engravings 
were copied, and John R. is an old friend, I can 
testify to their being a truthful likeness of him, 
but not of his twice as big brother. 

In the sixth volume of that very reliable work, 
The Rebellion Record, which I have, there is 4 
fine steel engraving inscribed “Brig. Genl. God- 
“frey Weitzel,” which is in truth a very good 
likeness of Brigadier General George Shepley, 
for some time Military Governor of New Orleans. 

Having the honor of an acquaintance with all 
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the gentlemen herein mentioned, I can speak au- 

thoritatively on the subject of these engraved 

portraits. 7. 
Navy YarpD, CHARLESTOWN. 


“Historic Facts.”—At the dedication of the 
Library of the New York Historical Society, on 
the third of November, 1857, several eminent 
gentlemen addressed those assembled. The fol- 
lowing extract from the remarks of one of the 
venerable gentlemen was to the point, and “ gives 
“us : correct idea of existing society” at that 

riod : 

“A little incident like the advertisement in a 
“paper, than which nothing can be more com- 
“mon or insignificant, may give to us a correct 
“illustration of the state of society. In our 
“archives there is a file of the Boston News Let- 
“ter, the oldest newspaper published upon this 
“continent. Cast your eye over its pages, and 
“vou will be convinced that smutty chronicle is 
“the index of the greatest revolutions of Provi- 
“dence. On the thirteenth of November, 1732, 
“you will find an advertisement which reads as 
“follows : 

“¢This day, at 4 O’Clock, will be Sold at public 
“‘vendue, at the Sun Tavern, a parcel of red & 
“blue muslins, perpets, & threads, fur the GUINEA 
“« TRADE. 

“* Also, three or four very likely negroes, just 
“‘arrived. All to be Seen at the place of Sule.’ 

“The African slave trade in the city of Bos- 
“ton, alittle more than one century “ago ! A 
“good thing would it be for us to be more fa- 
“miliar with these historic facts, that we may 
“sprinkle our fervor with a little cool patience.” 

OSTON. C. 


Uxpustisnep Letter From WASHINGTON.— 
The Cincinnati Enquirer says the following let- 
ter was never made public until it appeared re- 
cently in the columns of that paper. An especial 
interest attaches to it from its having been writ- 
ten soon after the adjournment of the Conventiun 
of 1787: . 

Mount Vernon, Oct. 10, 1787. 

My Dear Str: I thank you for your letter of 
the 30th ultimo. It came by the last post. 1 
am better pleased that the proceedings of the 
Convention are handed from Congress by a unan- 


imous yote (feeble as it is) than if it had ap- | 


peared under stronger marks of approbation 
without it. This apparent unanimity will have 
its effect. Not every one has opportunities to 
peep behind the curtain, and, as the multitude 
often judge from externals, the appearance of 
unanimity in that body on this occasion will be 
of great importance. 

The political tenets of Colonel Mason and 


|not known in these parts. 
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Col. R. H. Lee are always in unison. It may be 
asked which of them gives the tone? Without. 
hesitation, I answer the latter, because the latter 
I believe will receive it from no one. He has, § 
am informed, rendered himself obnoxious in 
Philadelphia by the pains he took to designate 
his objections among some of the leaders of the 
seceding members of the Legislature of that 
State. His conduct is not less reprobated in this 
country.* low it will be relished generally is 
yet to be learnt by me. 

As far as accounts have been received from 
the Southern and Western counties, the senti- 
ment with respect to the proceedings of the Con- 
vention is favorable ; whether the knowledge of 
this, or convictions of the impropriety of with- 
holding the Constitutions from State Conventions, 
has worked most in the breast of Colonel M., 1 
will not decide—but the fact is, he has declared 
unequivocally (in a letter to me) for its going to 
the People; had his sentiments, however, been 
opposed to the measure, instructions, which are 
given by the freeholders of this County to their 
Representatives, would have secured his vote for 
it. Yét, 1 have no doubt but that this assent 
will be accompanied by the most tremendous 
apprehensions and highest colorings to his objec- 
tions. To alarm the people seems to be the 
ground-work of his plan. The want of a quali- 
fied Navigation Act is already declared to be a 
means by which the produce of the Southern 
States will be reduced to nothing, and will be- 
come a monopoly of the Northern and Eastern 
States. ‘lo enumerate all his objections is unne- 
cessary, because they are detailed in the Address 
of the seceding members of the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, which, no doubt, you have seen. 

I scarcely think that any powerful opposition 
will be made to the Constitution being submitted 
to a Convention of the People of this State. If 
it is given, it will be at that meeting, in which, 
I hope, you will make it convenient to attend. 
Explanations will be wanted. None can give 
them with more precision and accuracy than 
yourself. The sentiments of Mr. Henry with re- 
spect to the Constitution which is submitted, are 
Mr. Joseph Jones 
(who, it seems, was in Alexandria a few days be- 
fore my return home) was of opinion that they 
would not be inimical to it; others, however, 
conceive that, as the advocate of a paper emis- 
sion, he cannot be friendly to a Constitution 
which is an effectual bar. 

From circumstances which have been related 
it is conjectured that the Governor wishes he 
had been among the subscribing members; but 


* In thus speaking of Virginia as a distinct * country” from 
Pen»sylvania, General Washington was ooly following his 
usual custom, as seen in varivus parts of his writings.—Ep. 
Hier. Mao. 
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time will disclose more than we know at present 
with respect to the whole of this business ; and 
when I hear more I will write to you again. In 
the meanwhile I pray you to be assured of the 
sincere regard and affection with which I am, my 
dear sir, your most obedient and very humble 
‘servant, G. WASHINGTON. 
P. 8. Having received (in a letter) from Col- 
onel Mason a detail of his objections to the pro- 


osed constitution, I inclose yo opy of them. 
P Sa ae ee 7 | entages. Up to 1751, the year began, in England, 


James Mapison, JR., Esq. 


XV.—QUERIES. 


Sunpry QuEries.—1l. With whom did Colonel 
William Ii, Maxwell, of the New York Bar, fight 
a duel at Hoboken, killing his man? (The same 
place, I believe, where Hamilton fell ?) 

2. In what part and in what edition of Jeremy 
Bentham’s works is there any account of his 
dog? I have an anecdote which talks of being 
treated “like Jeremy Bentham’s dog,’ and do 
not understand it. 

3. What men of the profession, of the State of 
New York, outside of their law duties, have orig- 
inated any great or meritorious public works or 
benefits ? E. 

New York Crry. 


Inter-StatE Emparcos.—Were embargos | 


ever laid, to control the commerce between the 
several States in the Union ? Dick. 
Bronxvit1e, N. Y. 


Vanpyke.—It has been so long and 
ently asserted, or assumed, that the favorite 
though least characteristic portrait of John Win- 
throp was painted by Vandyke, that it passes for 
true, whether it be so or not. 


support of assertions. 


In March, 1629-30, Winthrop was “aboard” | 


ship, waiting a wind for New England. What 
was the exact date of Vandyke’s second visit to 
England, and when and where could he have 
, painted the portrait of Winthrop? Query. 
Boston, Mass. 


XVI.—REPLIES. 


Correction (Vou. X., SUPPLEMENT, P. 96.)— 
Mrs. Judge Charles A. Dewey was a daughter of 
General James Clinton, and a half-sister of Govy- 
ernor Dewitt Clinton. E. C. B. 

New York. 


| yet ended. 





ersist- | 


Doubtless this sort | 
of repute is well enough to gratify vanity and | 
“feathers,” but it is not well for the credit of!) 
those so easily gratified, and not so inviting to | 
the confidence of others who look for proof in| 


| at Constantinople a year ago. 
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YankgEE Doopix (H. M., Vors, I., IL, IL 
IV.)—An interesting article, with poetical lines 
adapted to that air, is to be found in the third 
volume of Farmer & Moore’s Historical Collec. 
tions of New Hampshire, pp. 157-160, 217. 

Boston, January, 1867. J.C, 


EMANUEL SwEDENBORG.—The time of com- 
mencing the year has varied in Europe in differ. 


and probably in Sweden to a later period, on the 
25th of March, and therefore events happening 
between January Ist and March 25th prior to 


| that time, were afterwards reckoned as of one 


year or another according as the old or new 
style was followed. Thus the Revolution com- 
monly called that of 1688, really took place in 
1689; and as Swedenborg was born January 
29th, he would, with his usual accuracy, writing 
to an Englishman in 1769, after the style was 
changed, say that he was born in 1689; although 
at the time of his birth, the year 16838 was not 
a. 0. 
New York. 


XVII—PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 
1.—Boston Numismatic Society. 


Boston, Thursday, December 6th, 1866.—The 
monthly meeting of this Society was held to-day. 
The Secretary read the report of the ‘previous 
meeting, and a letter from Dr. Charles Clay, of 
Manchester, England, accepting Honorary Mem- 
bership in the Society. It inclosed a rubbing of 


| a curious copper piece dated 1757; on one side 
| isan Indian with skins at a shop-door, and the 


inscription, “ The red men come to Eltons daily ;” 
on the reverse, “Skins bought at Eltons.” Noth- 
ing is known of its origin. The President an- 
nounced a donation of some new French medalets 
from W. P. Jarves. 

A vote was passed, appointing the President and 
Secretary a Committee to take charge of the 
prifting of the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Society, with a list of its members. The Secre- 
tary showed a parcel of gold and silver bought 
‘ Among the for. 
mer were a beautiful stater of Lysimachus of 
Macedon, and several coins of the Byzantine Em- 
pire, generally of a very poor and debased style 
of art. The silver comprised a great variety, 
such as is found in Constantinople more easily 
than almostanywhereelse. The series began wit 
a specimen of the very early coinage of Aigina, 
and included, among the antique pieces, money of 
Athens, of Philip and Alexander of Macedon, of 
kings of Syria, of several emperors of Rome, and 
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the Jewish shekel ; of a later date were a number 
of coins with Cufic characters; and the present 
day was represented by some Turkish war medals. 
He also showed two large silver medals of the 
Dutch Admirals, De Ruyter and Tromp. Both 
commemorate the great victories over the British 
fleet in 1666. The Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 


Boston, Thursday, January 3d, 1867.—The an- 
nual meeting was held this day, in the Library 


of the hall of the Massachusetts Horticultural | 


‘Society. The regular business was transacted, 


and the various official reports were presented, | 
from which it appeared that the Society is in a | 


highly flourishing condition. 

A letter was read from Mr. Charles Bunker, re- 
signing membership in consequence of engages 
ments which prevent his presence at meetings, but 
expressing great interest in the welfare of tbe 
Society. 

Messrs. Pratt and Putnam, being appointed a 
committee to nominate officers for the present year, 
reported the old board for re-election ; theirreport 
was adopted, and the following were declared of- 
ficers of the ne for 1867: President—JrErz- 
man CoLBuRN; Vice-President and Curater— 
Joun P. Purnam; Treasurer—Henry Daven- 
port; Secretary—Wi.1aM S. APPLETON. 


Dr. Green exhibited a dollar of Maximilian, | 
Emperor of Mexico, belonging to James Parker, | 


of Springfield, a member of the Society. ‘The 


Emperor’s peculiar beard is so drawn as to pre. | 


sent, when the coin is reversed, the appearance 
of the head ofadonkey. Dr. Green supposed this 
to be an intentional: piece of satire on the part of 
the artist, but it is not impossible that it may 
have been caused by the difficulty of representing 
the style of beard worn by his Majesty. 

The Secretary also exhibited several large Ital- 
ian bronze medals of the fifteenth century, partly 
ofthe families of Este, Malatesta, and Gonzaga. 
There are two with the inscription, “ Opus Pisani 
“Pictoris ”; one of them has the head of John 
Francis di Gonzaga, first Marquis of Mantua, 


_ Wearing a curious Eastern head-dress, and on the 


reverse two knights on horseback, and is near] 
four inches in diameter ; the other, of Lionel, 
Marquis d’ Este, has on the reverse a mask of three 
faces. Another medal bears the head of Isotta of 
Rimini, whose hair is dressed in the strange 
fashion of the time ; on the reverse is only a large 
élephant. Another has the head of Jerome Sa- 
vonarola, in his hood as a menk. The Society 
adjourned at 5 P.M. 


2—Nrw ENGLAND Historic-GENEALOGICAL 
Society. 


The annual meeting of this Society was holden | 


on Wednesday, January 2. The President, John 
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A. Andrew, LL.D., in the chair. The following 
named officers were elected for the ensuing year : 


President—Hon. John A. Andrew, LL.D., of 
Boston. 

Vice-Presidents—Massachusetts, Hon. George 
B. Upton, of Boston; Maine, Hon. Israel Wash- 
burn, Jr., of Portland; New Hampshire, Hon. 
Samuel D. Bell, LL.D., of Manchester; Vermont, 
Hon. Hampden Cutts, A.M., of Brattleborough ; 
Rhode Island, Usher Parsons, A.M., M.D., of 
| Providence ; Connecticut, Prof. Calvin E. Stowe, 
| D.D., of Hartford. 


Honorary Vice-Presidents—New York, Hon. 
| Millard Fillmore, LL.D., of Buffa; New Jer- 
sey, S. Alofsen, of Jersey City ; Pennsylvania, 
| William Duane, of Philadelphia; Maryland, 
| Ilon. John H. B. Latrobe, of Baltimore; Illinois, 
| Hon. John Wentworth, A.M., of Chicago; Wis- 
| consin, Hon. Increase A. Lapham, LL.D., of Mil- 
| waukee; Iowa, Rt. Rev. Henry W. Lee, D.D., of 
Davenport; District of Columbia, Hon. George 
P. Fisher, of Washington; Missouri, Rev. Wil- 
liam G. Elliot, D.D., of St. Louis. 
| Corresponding Secretary—Rev. 
Slafter, A.M., of Boston. 

Recording Secretary—Edward Sprague Rand, 
Jr., A.M., of Boston. 

Treasurer—W illiam B. Towne, of Brookline. 

Historiographer — William Blake Trask, of 
Dorchester. 

Librarian—John H. Sheppard, A.M., of Bos- 
ton. 
A board of directors and the usual committees 

were also chosen. 

The Librarian reported donations during the 
last month of eleven bound volumes and two 
hundred and sixty-three pamphlets, various 
newspapers, portraits and photographs. The 
additions to the library during the past year are 
two hundred and ninety-two bound volumes, one 
hundred and seventy pamphlets, besides manu- 
scripts, maps, photographs and newspapers. The 
whole number of bound volumes in the Library 
is seven thousand three hundred and sixty-five ; 
pamphlets, twenty-three thousand two hundred 
and seven. 

The report of the Treasurer, Wm. B. Towne, 
showed that during the past year the ordinary 
receipts had paid the ordinary expenses, leaving 
a balance in the Treasury,—that the permanent 
funds had been increased $540, and now amount 
to $740.40 mostly invested in Government secu- 
rities. 

The report of the Library Committee was 
made by Jeremiah Colburn, Chairman. 

| The report of the Finance Committee was 
| made by I, Kidder, Chairman. 

William Reed Deane, Chairman of Committee 
on Papers and Essays, reported the number of 





Edmund F, 
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= read, several of which have been pub- 
Fished 


The report of the Committee on the Biography 
of Deceased Members was then presented, 

The Report of the Publishing Committee was 
read by the Secretary, in behalf of John Ward 
Dean, Chairman, giving a particular statement of 
the Society’s publications during the past year. 

Augustus T. Perkins, in behalf of Wm. H. 
Whitmore, Chairman, read the report of the 
Committee on Heraldry. During the last year 
the Heraldic Journal has thrown new and im- 
portant light upon the genealogy and heraldry 
of the Washiygton, Hutchinson, Dudley, Norton, 
Lowell, Temple and other families. 

The thanks of the veer were voted to the 
President, ex-Governor Andrew, for his elegant, | 
learned, and appropriate address, and a copy was 
requested for the press. 

he thanks of the Society were voted to Rev. 
Dr. Dexter, for his services as Corresponding | 
Secretary, he now retiring on account of the 
pressure of other duties. All other retiring | 
officers were also included. 

Wm. B. Trask, the historiographer, reported | 
that during the past year twenty-two members 
had deceased, brief memoirs of most of whom 
had been prepared. 

William B. Towne, Chairman of the Trustees 
of the Barstow Fund, reported that two hundred | 
and thirty volumes had been bound from the in- | 
come of this fund during the past year, leaving | 
a balance of $116.80 of the income unexpended. 

Hon. Charles B. Hall, one of the Trustees of 
the Towne Memorial Fund, reported that the in- | 
come has accumulated during the past year, and | 
the fund now amounted to $1215.93. The pur-| 
pose of the income of this fund, in accordance | 
with the wish of the donor, is eventually to pub- | 
lish a memorial volume, when the Society dhall 
deem it expedient. 

The report of the Trustees of the Bond Fund, 
which is devoted to the purchase of historical | 
books, was read by Col. A. D. Hodges, Chair- | 
man. 





3.—Lone Istanp Hisroricat Socrery. 


At the meeting of this Society, held on Thurs- | 
day evening, the third of te Professor | 
Aurnonso Woop, the Botanist, read a paper en- 
titled Mountain Views in Oregon. 

He gave a most graphic description of the great | 
mountain ranges of Oregon. The substance of | 
his remarks was as follows: 

Portland, in Oregon, he said, was situated on | 
the left bank of the Williamette river, near its 
junction with the Great Columbia, and one hun- 
dred miles from the Pacific ocean. 
uhe city was level. 
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| was indicated. 


The site of | 
Although the inhabitants | 
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numbered eight thousand persons, many stumps 
of trees were to be found near the dwellings, and 
the close proximity of the forest reminded one 
of the fact that the country had been comparative- 
ly recently settled. The general surroundings 
were like those of Cincinnati. From the heights 
in the rear of the city, extensive views were to be 
had, and thither, at a height of twelve hundred 
feet above the river, the speaker wended his way,, 
and found an opening in the forest growth, at the 
cottage of Judge Markham. ‘Taking a proffered 
chair and telescope, the scenery presented to the 
view of the speaker was scarcely to be described, 
it was so grand. To the East was a large range 
of mountains, the Cascade range, being sixty miles 
and extending two hundred miles to the 
North and South. There stood eight grand, snow- 
capped volcanic pyramids, beyond the green scen- 
ery of the intervening forests ; there were four in 
the State of Oregon and four in Washington Terri. 
tory. Directly in front Mount Hood reared his 
lofty head, while to the south were Mounts Jeffer- 
son, Three Sisters and McLaughlin ; on Diamond 
Peak, and to the north of Mount Hood were 
Mounts Adams,St. Helens, Rainier and Baker, the 
latter being named after the hero of Ball’s Bluff. 
Thus the speaker had a good view of the Cascade 
range, particularly of Mount Hood, which it was 
his intention to visit. The mountain ranges of 
Oregon State and Washington Territory were 
three in number: first, the Coast range ; second,. 
the Cascade, one hundred and fifty miles distant: 
and third, the Blue Mountains, two hundred and 
fifty miles distant. 

The excursion to Mount Hood was made in the 
month of August, eccording to an arrangement 
made some time previous with Rev. Dr. Atkinson. 
The party, at the start, consisted of thirteen per- 
sons, three being ladies. With provisions for eight 
days, guns, ammunition, etc., and two aneroids, 


| the party took the well-known Emigrant Road, 


through the forest, in the direction of Mount 
Hood. In Oregon, the forest consisted mostly of 
a monotonous continuation of red fir trees, from 


| six to ten feet in diameter, and from one hundred 
| to two hundred feet in height. 
| deer and bears, was to be foun® in plenty ; like- 


Game, such as 


wise fruits and berries. On the seventeenth 
of August, the party encamped at the foot of 
Mount Hood, whence rushed a clear stream of 
water, coming from thesnow above. This stream 
was surrounded by beautiful flowers, and the at- 
mosphere was delicious here, at which a height 
of four thousand two hundred feet above the sea 
After a rest, during which di- 
vine service was held, on Sunday, eight of the 
party started on Monday, the twentieth, on horse- 
back, through the trackless forest, the ascent be- 
ing at an angle of twelve degrees. Soon snow 
banks were found and the vegetation grew 
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scarcer, until it almost ceased. Where the trees 
became scarce, a meadow of beautiful grass was 
found, and here the horses were left, at an eleva- 
tion of eight thousand eight hundred feet above 
thesea. ‘Ihe last tree seen was a crooked pine, 
fifteen feet in height, a short distance beyond 
which was found a cedar-like vine, and then noth- 
ing but snow and soil was to be found, the lat- 
ter being a sprinkling of volcanic ashes. ‘The as- 
cent here was from twenty to twenty-five degrees. 
Further on al] soil was lost sight of, and a 
field of pure snow of vast depth, extent and ac- 
clivity lay before the travelers when they had 
reached a height of ten thousand six hundred and 
fifty feet. A warm south wind was blowing, very 
suggestive of an avalanche. ‘The ascent grew still 
greater, and was estimated at an angle of* from 
thirty to thirty-five degrees. After resting for a 
time the party got ready five snow pikes, each 
eight feet long, anda rope fifty yards long, and 
commenced the ascent, which was continued un- 
til they arrived at the brink of an awful gulf, look- 
ing down the sides of which nothing but an un- 
fathomable glacier of blue ice was to be seen, 
while below could be heard the rushing of water. 
The breadth of this chasm at the surface was 
from ten to one hundred feet, and its length as 
far across the path of the travelers as could be 
discerned. 
years of age, was made the leader, and by an ar- 
rangement of the pikes he crossed the awful 
abyss ; after which all the others crossed but two, 
the rope being also used to assist in the danger- 
ous task. ‘Two of the party refused to venture, 
and were left behind. On the other side of the 
chasm commenced a glacier of ice and 
snow, rising at an angle of from fifty-five to 


sixty degrees. Up this climbed the travel- | 


ers, Young Atkinson taking the lead al- 
ternately with another one of the party. The 
leader would go ahead the length of the rope, 
which he would secure, when the others would 
follow. This process was continued to the sum- 


themselves standing on the northern wall of a 
crater, with a precipice one thousand fathoms 
deep on the other side. 
precipice the rock was bare, and at the base 
could be seen an avalanche of inconceivable 
vastness. ‘lo look down this precipice, it was 
necessary for the beholder to lay flat upon the 
rock. From this pinnacle of pillared rock, raised 
high above the ordinary region of clouds, the 
venturesome travelers beheld a view which truly 
beggared description. Nearly all of Oregon and 
Washington was visible at a glance. 
North and South rose spectre pyramids; to the 
East the horizon was clear to the Rocky Mount- 
ains; to the West rolled the Pacific Ocean ; 
While nearer were the evergreen forests and hills, 


Young Atkinson, about eighteen | 


Down the side of this | 


To the | 








through which could be traced the course of the 
Great Columbia River. It seemed as if the world 
was spread out to view. The wind was tempest- 
uous in force, and at times startled the listeners 
with its rumblings and howlings amidst the 
rocks, snow and ice. ‘To the East an avalanche 
started, taking rocks in its fearful course, and 
awakening the thunders of the grand old Hood. 
The aneroids failed to agree, but after twenty at- 
tempts a fire was lit, and the thermometer in 
boiling water indicated a height of seventeen 
thousand feet above the sea. ‘This eleven miles 
above the base of the mountain. The crest from 
which the view was obtained was a volcanic 
rock in the form of a crescent, half a miie long 
ind from six to sixty feet in breadth. The lava 
found there was of brilliant colors. The snow 
on Mount Hood was only superficial ; the rmount- 
ain itself was volcanic, and its fires were not 
extinct, as was proven by the steaming, sulphur- 
ous smoke issuing from an open gorge. The 
travelers retraced their steps until they came to 
the chasm, which this time they were compelled 
to leap, a young man named Deerdorf taking the 
lead, but being safely followed by the others. 
This leap was a frightful necessity, but was 
made in the first instance with the rope round 
the waist of the leaper. Without any casualty 
whatever the party of six returned to camp, 
where they found the two who would not cross 
the chasm had suddenly gone some distance on 
their downward journey by missing their foot- 
ing. The speaker concluded by reckoning the 
height of Mount Hood at seventeen thousand 


| feet; Jefferson, sixteen thousand ; Rainier, fifteen 


thousand five hundred ; Sharsa, fourteen thousand 
seven hundred; Pike’s Peak, thirteen thousand ; 
and therefore concluded that what Mont Blanc 
was to Europe and Chimborazo to South America, 
Mount Hood should be to North America. 
Professor Wood was listened to with deep at- 


| tention by a crowded audience, and at the conclu- 
| sion of his paper the thanks of the Society were 
mit of the mountain, where the travelers found | 


voted to him. 

Another meeting of the Society was held on 
Thursday evening, the seventeenth of January, 
when Rev. Joun W. Cuapwick, of Brooklyn, 


|read a paper on the “ Life and Times of Saint 


“ Bernard.” 
The following are the names of members elect- 


'ed in January : 


William H. Tut- 


Honorary Member—Hon. 
hill, of Iowa. 

Corresponding Members—Miss Frances M. 
Caulkins, of New London, and Hon. Nicolas 
Pike, U. S. Consul to Mauritius. 

Resident and Life Members—George Allin, 
John N. Bonestell, Geo. S. Belknap, Rev. Henry 
Blanchard, Andrew G. Coffin, Frederick D. Clark, 
Joseph P. Davis, Edmund C. Fisher, Prof. Gil- 
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bert L. Hume, Samuel Hunter, Prof. C. Fred 
Hartt, Edward H. Kidder, E. B. Litchfield, 'T. D. 
Middleton, J. 8S. Redfield, Prof. Rufus Sheldon. 
W.H. M. Sanger, Ira N. Stanley, Milton W. 
Smith, Frederick Thompson, J. G. Wilbur, M.D., 
Thomas J. Whitman, Jere. W. Walker, Horace 
Waters, John G. Schumaker, Mrs. Isaac Hall, 
John Truslow, Augustus Ford, William Duval, 
Henry W. Sage, Rufus R. Graves, John Davol, 
Wm. W. Wickes, Rev. John C. Ager, Hon. Demas 
Barnes, Ilenry M. McCorkle, Win. W. Hooper, 
Frederick N. Stanley, James L. Morris, Sam. S. 
Stevens, William L. Polley, M. H. R. Styles, 
William M. Parks, Eli Robbins, William Waring, 
-Jr., Col. Charles O. Belden, F. W. Boell, Jr. 


XVIII.—BOOKS. 
1.—REcENT PUBLICATIONS. 


1. Advice to the officersof the British Army. A fac- 
simile Reprint of the Sixth London Edition. With Introduc, 
tion and Noes. New York: Agathyoian Club, 1867. Octavo 
Bastard-title, blank, title-page, blank, xx. 136, 5. 

In this handsome volume, from the Bradstreet 
Press, we have the first issue of the newly-organ- 
ized Agathynian Club, whose elegantly-printed 
circular recently found its way into every library 
of consequence in the country. It is a reproduc- 
tion of Captain Grose’s satirical tract, in which 
the different grades of His Majesty’s army, from 
the Commander-in-Chief to the Drummer, were 
ironically advised concerning what were not 
their respective duties, as Swift had advised the 
servants of his day, with the reasons why they 
should do or fail to do just the opposite of what 
was expected or desired from them. 

As an instance of the superior ability of this 
accomplished satirist, we cite his opening sen- 
tence, addressed to the Commander-in-chief: “A 
“ Commander-in-chief is to the army under his 
“command, what the soul is to the body: it can 
“neither think nor act without him: and; in 
“short, is as perfect a non-entity without its 

commander, as a wife is without her husband. 
“You must, therefore, through pure good-will 
“and affection fur your troops, take care of your 
“own sacred person, and never expose it to any 
“dangers. You have not arrived at this rank 
“without knowing the folly of knocking one’s 
“head against a post, when it can be avoided. 
“When any service of danger is to be performed, 
“you should send your second in command, or 
“some inferior officer—but whomsoever you send, 
‘“ if he succeed in the business, be sure to take all 
“the merit of it to yourself.” 

Thus, also, he advised the Sergeant: “In any 
““ dispute respecting the enlistment of a man, you 
“may safely give your testimony or oath for the 
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“ fairness of the transaction, although you were 
“not present, nor saw any thing of the matter. 
“Tt is for the good of the service.” 

In the Notes, the distinguished Editor has 
traced the applicability of some of this “ advice” 
to the Armies of the United States, as well as the 
precision with which that highly disciplined 
body has long-since practised it—like causes 
producing like effects. 

The Introduction is appropriate and well-writ- 
ten; and the Editor, of whom it may only be 
said that he is no novice in the service, has gen- 
erally performed his duty with taste and ability. 

The edition numbered a hundred and twenty 
copies, of which a hundred were sold to subscrib- 
ers, the others given away. 


2. Publications of the Narragansett Club. (First series.) 
Volume I, Providence, R. 1., 1866. Small quarto, viii., 60, 
224, 112, 


This, like the volume last described, is the first 
issue of a newly organized Club; and we cordial- 
ly congratulate the Society on its successful 
establishment, and as cordially welcome the first- 
fruits of its labors in the cause of American lite- 
rature. 

The opening article is a Biographical Memoir 
of Roger Williams, by R. A. Guild, Esq., the 
librarian of Brown University—not such a paper 
as should have been written for the Narragansett 
Club, but still a generally well-written and 
modest sketch of the life and writings of one of 
the remarkable men of the world ; a representative 
man, although by no means a consistent one, in 
all respects. 

Our dissatisfaction with some portions of this 
Introductory Memoir arises mainly from what 
we conceive to be its Author’s failure to explore 
new fields of material and to avail himself of the 
details of the evidence concerning Williams, 
bth those which were visible, but untouched, be- 
fore Knowles and Gammell, Underhill and Elton, 
Staples and Arnold, wrote, and those which have 
been more recently uncovered in the published 
Records of the Bay Colony and in the invaluable 
collection of papers belonging to Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop, and published by the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. 

As an instance of this unwelcome looseness we 
notice the following: On page 8, Mr. Guild says: 
“Tie” [ Williams] “ was admitted to orders in the 
« established Church, and assumed, it is said, the 
“charge of a parish, probably in the diocese of 
“the excellent Dr. Williams, then Bishop of 
“Lincoln,” etc.; yet he tells us, on the next page 
—what many of us have _s since known— 
that John Cotton of Boston, in Lincolnshire, was 
his intimate friend in England ; that they rode, to 
and fro, between that market-town and the 
neighboring village of Sempringham ; and that 
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they discussed, as they went, the great principles 
of politico-religion, without seeming to have dis- 
covered, himself, what some of us have long since 
seen, that this very Statement, written by Wil- 
liams himself, was the end of a thread, hanging 
from the entangled reel of evidence concerning 
Williams’s early life, which such a man as Mr. 
Guild, if competent to his task, should not have 
Jeft unnoticed nor unfollowed. 

Mr. Guild’s weakness is also evident in his ob- 
servations concerning Williams’s refusal to be- 
come the teacher of the Church at Boston, (p. 11) 
and in those concerning that gentleman’s “views” 
relative to the yet unbroken “communion with 
“the churches of England” which prevailed in 
that church—* views,” which the Biographer 
tells us, (p. 13) “cannot now be fully known,’ 
although Williams himself has said (P. 11) he 
could not “conscientiously ” accept the call 
“pecAUsE I durst not officiate to AN UNSEPA- 
“RATED PEOPLE, AS UPON EXAMINATION AND 
“ CONFERENCE, I FOUND THEM TO BE.” 

We should have been better pleased than we 
now are, also,if Mr. Guild had given us an au- 
thority or two to prove, what he says is true, 
that “they | Winthrop and his associates] “had 
“dissolved all connection with the church at 
“home, by coming to this country.” We never 
saw any evidence to sustain such a theory ; and 
Williams seems to have been similarly ignorant 
when, for the existing opposite cause, he declined 
to become their teacher: it has remained for Mr. 
Guild to show that the Church at Boston was 
really composed of genuine Separatists, and that 
Williams, when he not had discovered that fact, 
and consequently would not accept office among 
them, was very much of an ignoramus. 

We have not sufficient space to devote to a 
more extended notice of this part of the volume ; 
and we dismiss it with a regret that Roger Wil- 
liams still demands a Biographer who shall do 
justice to his character and his conduct, as they 
appeared in the fens of Lincolnshire, in the two | 
Colonies of Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth, | 
and in that of Rhode Island. | 

The Key unto the Language of America, by 
Roger Williams, edited by Hon. J. Hammond 
Trumbull, of Hartford, which follows this In- 
troductory Memoir, will commend itself to every 
scholar. There is no one who is so well qualified 
a8 Mr. Trumbull, for such a peculiar task as that 
which was imposed on the Editor of this Key ; 
and there is no more conscientious writer among 
those who have assumed to tell of the Past of 
America. Thoroughly conversant with his sub- 
ject, resolutely fearless in what he shall under- | 
take to narrate, not afraid to expose his authori-, 
ties lest some others should follow him to test 
his fidelity, Mr. Trumbull has given in his Intro- 
duction and foot-notes to this tract, the best evi- | 





MAGAZINE. 123 





dence of the good judgment displayed by the 
Club in securing his co-operation, while he has, 
also, strengthened his position as one of the most 
accurate and judicious of our historical writers. 

Mr. Cotton’s Letter on Church-membership and 
Mr. Williams’ Reply, edited by Mr. Guild, with 
no more success than appears in his first article, 
close the volume. 

As a specimen of typography this volume is 
highly creditable to “ The Providence Press Com- 
“ pany ” whose imprint it bears—indeed some of 
our noted establishments in New York may use- 
fully take pattern from it—and we are are well 
satisfied with its appearance, in every respect. 

The edition numbered two hundred copies at 
five dollars each. 


3. Records of the New York Stage, from 1750 to 1860. By 
Joseph N. Ireland. Intwo volumes Vol.I. New York: T. 
H. Morrell. 1866, Octavo, pp. iv., 663. 

In this well-printed volume Mr. Ireland has 
traced the history of the Stage in New York, 
from its origin, in 1733, until the year 1832, with 
a well-directed zeal, which is as refreshing as it 
is uncommon. 

There are few persons—none, indeed, who 
have not tried the experiment—who can imagine 
how much hard work has been spent in the col- 
lection of the materials which have been swal- 
lowed up in each page of this volume; and, al- 
though the minute details of every cast of char- 
acters which has figured on our boards may seem 
somewhat similar to the display of play-bills 
which stare at us from every corner, we cannot 
but admire the laborious fidelity with which 
they have been properly placed in what assumes 
to be a permanent Record of the New York Stage. 

Nor are we disposed to find fault with the 
comparatively scant supply of anecdotes and 
other incidental matter which we find in the 
book. It is very evident that Mr. Ireland was 
obliged to choose which of the two he would 
omit from his well-filled volume, the material le- 
gitimately belonging to the Record, or the orna- 
mental portions ; and that he wisely retained the 
former at the expense of the latter and of the 
pleasure of some of his less considerate readers. 
He did well in doing so; and we rejoice that 
another has been found who is willing to do his 
duty, even if he shall lose something by doing so. 

There is one thing, however, which we cannot 
excuse—sthe omission to notice more fully the 
Theatre Royal of the Revolutionary era. This is 
one of the most important subjects connected 
with the History of the Stage in New York; 
and as the material was perfectly accessible, 
ready for his immediate use, and offered to him 
in a collected form, we cannot account for Mr. 
Ireland’s sad omission of it. 

The typography of this work is highly cred- 
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itable to the Bradstreet Press, although not equal 
to the best specimens of its publications; and we 
only regret that the Publisher did not afford a 
ae of paper which was more worthy of the 
volume. 


The edition numbered two hundred and sixty 


copies, of which sixty were quarto, and two hun- | 


dred octavo. 


4. Nathaniel Greene. An Examination of some Statements 
concerning Major-general Greene, in the Ninth Volume of Ban- 
croft’s History of the United States. By George Washington 
Greene. Boston: Ticknor & Fields, 1866. Octavo, pp. 86. 


If we are to judge from mere appearances, Mr. 
Bancroft has very suddenly fallen from the very 
enviable position which he formerly occupied, 
and become, instead of a first-class historian, a 
mere slip-shod and unreliable scribbler. 

It is not, however, our business in this place 
to ascertain how nearly the appearances agree 
with the truth, although it might be useful. to 
inquire how this sudden change has been pro- 
duced ; if Mr. Bancroft was ever more reliable 
than he is now, or any less entitled, to-day, 
to the unmeasured honors of last year than he 
then was; and if there is not a middle course— 
that he is just as good a man and just as relia- 
ble a historian as he ever has been, only he has 
recently trodden on some gouty foot and raised 
a commotion among those whose feelings he has 
injured by the clumsiness of his movements. 

We have read History with a very different 
result, in some instances, from that which Mr. 
Bancreft’s studies have produced, We think 
Greene and Sullivan, Schuyler, and Wayne, and 
Reed, among others, have not merited all the 
censures he has heaped on them ; and we are not 


the subjects, especially concerning military move- 
ments, on which he has undertaken to pass judg- 
ment. 

As an instance, we may refer to the loss of 
Fort Washington—one of Greene’s assumed weak 
points—in which we are quite sure that the chief 
element of that terrible disaster, at least, has 
been entirely overlooked in his narrative. He 


failed, therefore, we conceive, to do exact justice | 


in the premises, either to Greene or Washington. 
He censured the former for results for which 
neither he nor any one under his control was 
justly liable; he failed to condemn those who 
only were liable to be censured, for both the 
passage of the enemy’s ships up the river and 


the subsequent surrender of the fort; and he| 


does not seem to have placed the Commander-in- 
chief in exactly the position, in his narrative, 
which he really occupied in the field. 

In the pamphlet under consideration, the 
grandson of General Greene has come forward 
with a vindication of that great soldier and good 
man. 
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; | Bancroft in all his conclusions. 
quite sure that he has always fully understood | 





Who would have supposed, ten years ago, that 
such a vindication would be needed against the 
aggressions of the first historian in America? 
Who, within the recollection of school-boys of 
to-day, would have dared to suppose, much less 
to say, that Greene was “despondent” in 1776; 
that he cast “reflections” on Washington’s con- 
duct at Kip’s Bay; that he “complained” and 
“murmured” to Washington or to Mifflin, when 
Lasher abandoned Fort Independence and the 
Rangers were ordered from his out-posts to join 
the grand army at White Plains; that he dis- 
obeyed orders at Fort Washington, was negligent 
of his duty, and disingenuous to his Chief; that 
his disposition was too “easy and sanguine ;” 
that he “reposed” while Washington labored at 
Princeton ; that he was of little service at Bran- 
dywine, less at Germantown, and not unwilling 
to escape from his duties in the field to be- 
come Quartermaster-general ? Truly, the world 
moves ; and whether these charges are true or 
false, who does not see that there is. no longer a 
disposition to depend on the traditions of the 
fathers, concerning early men and measures; 
nor a dread of looking for the truth, or of telling 
it, lest some “established reputation” of our 
boyhood shall be impeached! Actions and men 
must be weighed and tested by the historian. 
They can no longer pass current for their face, 
no matter how base the metal ; and we know no 
reason to relieve even General Greene from this 
great ordeal; while we know, also, no reason why 
his descendants or his country should shrink 
from such an examination. 

As we have said, we do not concur with Mr. 
Washington, it 
is true, was the great central figure in the armies 
of the Revolution; but Washington was not 
alone, nor was his the only arm which braved 
the onslaught of the enemy, nor his the only 
head which planned campaigns and directed in- 
strumentalities. He was, at best, only a man— 
“desponding,” passionate, apt to complain, by 
times irresolute, always formal, never assimi- 
lating himself with the masses, not remarkably 
profound—like many of his contemporaries. 

If Greene was “despondent” in 1776, was 
he any worse because of it? Washington him- 
self wrote freely, at that time, of the “game” 
they were playing, and how nearly he thought 
it was “up;” while Robert Morris did not con- 
sider it beneath his dignity to tell the Congress, 
in December of that year, “Some effectual remedy 
“ must be applied to this evil,” [the depreciation 
of the currency] “or the game will be up.” 
These, however, were no worse because of that; 
nor does it seem necessary to formally vindicate 
any who, in those dark days, were sometimes 
“ despondent,” even while performing their duty 


' with honor to themselves and advantage to 
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their country. We think the author of this 
Vindication need not have noticed so harmless 
a remark, whatever might have led Mr. Ban- 
croft to use it. 

These remarks may be applied, also, to Mr. 
Bancroft’s words concerning Greene’s “reflec- 
“tions” on Washington’s outburst of temper at 
Kip’s Bay, and his “ complaints” and “ murmurs” 
still later in the campaign. Mr. Bancroft 
probably considered it necessary to guard Wash- 
ington from the effects of a fault-finding spirit, 
even from that of Greene, if he possessed one ; 
but while we differ from him in this respect, we 
see no sufficient reason in that difference for in- 
flicting on him the penalty of a pamphlet. 

The truth is, historical writers are generally 
considered excellent men, etc., etc., etc., while 
they are humoring the weaknesses of men and 
families by continuing the laudation of their an- 
cestors ; but the moment they presume to think 
for themselves, to turn their subjects around in 
order to see the other side, and to do their duty 
by treating those subjects as men rather than 
Gods, they very often cease to command any re- 
spect whatever, if they do not encounter a tor- 
rent of abuse from those who had previously 
been most obsequious to them 

We do not say that Professor Greene is quite as 
sensitive as those fickle ones to whom we have re- 
ferred ; but we do say that he has expended too 
much labor on small and unimportant matters, at 
the expense of others which demand, as they have 
demanded for many years, his earnest and intel- 
ligent attention. 

When the triumph of the cause in which the 
were engaged was doubtful, as it was in the fall 
of 1776, why should not both Greene and Wash- 
ington have been “ despondent,” at least in their 
private correspondence ? When an earnest, true, 
and vigilant General saw reason to fear that the 
indiscreet conduct of others had deprived him of 
material which he needed, and that the sudden 
withdrawal of light troops left him exposed in 
front or flank, and overturned his carefully-pre- 
pared plans for offensive movements or more ob- 
stinate defence, why should he not have ex- 
pressed his regret-—why not “complain” and 
“murmur,” if you please ? And when Wash- 
ington so far gave way to passion, that the re- 
straining hand of a friend was necessary to pre- 
vent him from committing suicide, as was really 
the case, when stripped of its rhetoric, at Kip’s 
Bay, even a fool might be justly punished, if he 
made no “reflections” on the subject. 

If Greene had witnessed all these, and been 
subjected to the withdrawal of the Rangers, with- 
out uttering a word which indicated feeling, 
warmth of feeling if you please, he might have 
been considered, as he would have been, as caring 
nothing for the cause, and of being a second 
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Charles Lee. On the contrary, the cause was 
near to his heart, and he naturally “ desponded” 
when it seemed hopeless; he “complained” and 
“murmured” when he was prevented from pro- 
moting it, and when it was needlessly endan- 
gered by others; and he made “reflections ” 
when its great chief, his honored friend, in a fit 
of passion, seemed willing to sacrifice his life or 
his liberty, to no good end. That Greene was 
thus exercised, is admitted, it seems, even by 
one who is assumed to think illof him. But who 
does not see in this admission, the testimony, in 
Greene’s favor, of one who is assumed to be an 
unwilling witness, of one who is reluctantly com- 
pelled to record the entire sympathy of that 
General with the cause of his country, of one who 
has found nothing more serious in Greene’s char- 
acter, prior to the fall of Fort Washington, than 
an intelligent and friendly difference of opinion 
from Washington, and sufficient manliness to ex- 
press it? Even Mr. Bancroft, it seeins, could not 
paint the times referred to in sufficiently sombre 
colors, without the contrast afforded by Greene’s 
constant and manly patriotism—the cause was so 
hopeless that even Greene “desponded”; the 
situation of affairs at Fort Washington was so 
precarious that even Greene, on whom the con- 
tinued occupation of the post depended, was 
shaken in his resolution, and led to “ complain” 
—probably to “murmur ”’—at the burning of a 
few boards at Fort Independence, and the re- 
moval of a handful of his Light-troops to White 
Plains, The indiscretion of Washington at Kip’s 
Bay was so notorious and so noteworthy thateven 
| Greene, his most devoted friend, must needs “re- 
“ flect ” on it. 

The first, second, and fourth of Professor 
Greene’s specifications, therefore, in the form in 
|which he has put them, we conceive to have 
| been unealled for, if not unfortunate, inasmuch 
| as we are not quite sure that in these instances, 
| at least, Mr. Bancroft has not unwittingly paid to 
| Greene the highest compliment he could have be- 
| stowed. 
| His third charge, concerning the expedition to 
| Staten Island, we conceive to have originated in 

the Professor’s fancy rather than in a just appre- 
| ciation of Mr. Bancroft’s words, in which we do 
not see even an insinuation that Greene had im- 
| properly abandoned Mercer during the movement 
on Staten Island, in October, 1776. We should 
| be loathe to entertain the thought, but if any one 
| was to suggest that the men of snow, which boys 
sometimes construct with great ingenuity, in or- 
der to have something to throw snow-balls at, 
{had furnished the Professor with an example 
| which he has diligently followed in this case, we 
| should be puzzled to find a reply. 
| Fort Washington, the fifth of the Professor’s 
| subjects, affords a fit subject for his long-prom- 
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ised and long-deferred attention; but he com- 
mences the discussion of it by avoiding the main 
question involved. 

We insist that the grandson of Greene, when he 
undertakes to tell us of Fort Washington, shall 
notshrink from the duty of either defending his 
grandfather’s conduct in the case, or of allowing 
judgment to be taken, as confessed, against him. 

Je must not continue to sit, as he has sat for 
twenty years, as a mere protestant, denying 
everything without offering a reason or a counter 
theory. If we are wrong, he must not merely 
say so, as he has done ever since we have been in 
the service, but he must show us the truth. 

After a life-time of denials, he tells us, (page 
27) “ Whether Greene was right or wrong in his 
“ belief that Fort Washington ought to be held, 
“T shall not take upon me to say. It is a military 
“ question which none but military men are compe- 
“tent to decide.” Indeed! Why then has he pre- 
sumed to decide that Mr. Bancroft, in differing from 
him on “military questions” relating to it, has 
needed a pamphlet in opposition? His grand- 
father needed no such protracted period to under- 
stand a “military question” of this importance ; 
why then should the Professor be still ignorant 
of the subject, with all the light which he pos- 
sesses or can control? Jt was his duty to learn 
the truth concerning tt before he undertook to 
pass judgment in the case; he tells us he didnot; 
of what value, then, ts his judgment to General 
Greene’s memory, or of what weight against Mr. 
Bancroft’s volume ? Who can tell ? 

“The passing of the ships up the river,’ the 
result of a sad BLUNDER which gave to the 
enemy the control of the waters of the Hudson 
above Fort Washington—rendering nearly use- 
less, certainly depriving of their chief import- 
ance, both Fort Washington and Fort Lee, and 
rendering four-fold more difficult the labors of 
both Greene and Washington, while it dimin- 
ished the cares of the enemy to a corresponding 
extent—were certainly worthy of the Professor’s 
notice in such a work as this. Why were those 
subjects—the great features of the question un- 
der examination—left unventilated, even unno- 
ticed, both by Mr. Bancroft and Mr. Greene? In 
his letter of the ninth of November, 1776, Gen- 
eral Greene referred to it feelingly ; and gave 
reasons for supposing, “upon the whole,” even 
under the new order of things, “the garrison is 
“of advantage :” the best defence his reputation 
could have had—that which we have waited for 
so long—would have been a disclosure of the 
real causes which led to different results from 
those which he expected, and a candid and au- 
thentic and complete account of his connection 
or want of connection with those causes. 

If the actual results were different from those 
which General Greene foretold, was it because 
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his judgment in the matter was defective, or be- 
cause other and unforeseen causes interfered and 
controlled the matter, beyond his ability to save 
it? If the former, the Professor has a reason 
for not disclosing it, although he has no reason 
for attempting to silence those who re mt they 
have the truth concerning it: if the latter, he 
owes it to the memory of his ancestor and to the 
cause of truth to tell the world all about it. It 
is either a question of inclination or ability in 
the Professor : which of the two, is the question. 

Greene’s judgment in the premises was ORIGI- 
NALLY right: the result of the passage of the 
ships—a BLUNDER for which he was not responsi- 
ble—diminished the PARAMOUNT importance of 
the position, without wholly destroying tt. That is 
no valid defence of Greene which leaves untold 
these vital facts; and no one can justly appre- 
ciate the gigantic abilities of that great man 
who does not understand his reasons for that 
original judgment, even when opposed by many 
of the best of his associates ; nor can the purity 
of his devotion to his country and the cause in 
which he was engaged be entirely known to 
those who do not understand and weigh the haz- 
ards, newly thrust upon him, to which he subse- 
quently exposed himself. The original circum- 
stances had been changed by the blunderers, and 
the control of both the river and its Eastern bank, 
between Fort Washington and Stoney Point, had 
been needlessly surrendered to the enemy and to 
the hopelessly disaffected who inhabited the Phil- 
tppse Manor: yet Greene was true to his trust; 
and Washington and his army, after the battle of 
White Plains, were saved. Washington’s letter 
of the eighth of November, quoted on page 32, 
tells a story, in this connection, which Professor 
Greene, although not a military man, might 
have studied with advantage ; and Greene’s reply 
to it, quoted on pages 28, 29, would have told him 
what the other did not unfold. 

The fact that Washington, who knew the facts, 
never censured Greene, should have protected 
him from Mr. Bancroft’s ill-will: the fact that 
the censures of the historian fall quite as heavily 
on Washington as they do on Greene in every- 
thing concerning Fort Washington, should have 
given courage to the vindicator of the latter, and 
led him to relieve, at once, his grandfather and 
the illustrious Chief who had sustained him. 
The Professor has failed to do this ; and, unfor- 
tunately, the world is no wiser, on this great sub- 
ject, than it was before he wrote and printed his 
pamphlet. 

The sixth topic is a philological rather than a 
historical charge against Mr. Bancroft. It is of 
little consequence, and the glory of the ae 
which evidently belongs to the Professor, wi 
not be noticed among the well-earned laurels of 
his grandfather. Whether or not the General’s 
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was an “easy, sanguine disposition,” which forms 
the seventh division of the subject, belongs to the 
same unimportant clags. 

Mr. Bancroft’s serious charge against Greene, 
of disobeying Washington’s Order for a removal 
of the stores from Fort Lee, which forms the 
eighth division of the pamphlet, is triumphantly 
overthrown ; and we do not hesitate to say that 
the license which the historian seems to have 
taken in mutilating the General’s Order on the 
subject, contained in his letter of the eighth of 
November, betrays eitler an intensity of ill-will 
which we cannot excuse, or a looseness in the 
use of materials which is inconsistent with Mr. 
Bancroft’s high standing ; and whichever is true, 
the subject demands an explanation. It is not 
merely an error of judgment, but a mutilation of 
the written record, which neither Mr. Bancroft 
nor any other writer of History can be guilty of 
without wrong-doing. 

The ninth topic in this pamphlet is an answer 
to Mr. Bancroft’s charge of a want of vigilance 
in Greene, in the abandonment of Fort Lee, 
when a quantity of stores fell into the enemy’s 
hands. 

Mr. Bancroft had no excuse for making the 
charge, and Professor Greene has none fur not 
more effectually repelling it. The latter should 
have so presented the facts that without the 
opinions of Paine, or Gordon, or any other 
contemporary, the intelligent reader of this 
pamphlet would have been enabled to see for 
himself that Mr. Bancroft had not fairly pre- 
sented the facts of the case. 

We see no great cause for complaint that dur- 
ing a rainy night (and therefore dark), an expe- 
dition was successfully organized under the lee 
of the high grounds at Fort Washington, in 
Spuyten Duyvel creek—both banks of which 
were wholly occupied by the enemy, and not 
within sight of our posts—nor is it very wonder- 
ful that without Greene’s personal knowledge, 
such an expedition should have moved, in the 
darkness, not more than four or five miles, across 
the Hudson, to Closter, and there effected a land- 
ing. It is more remarkable, in our view of the 
case, a8 a positive evidence of Greene’s untiring 
Vigilance, that such a movement, thus organized, 
and led by such an officer as Lord Cornwallis, 
was not entirely successful in capturing the 
whole garrison of Fort Lee, instead of its strag- 
glers and that portion of its baggage and stores 
for the removal of which there were no wagons. 

In the tenth division, Professor Greene sup- 
poses he sees a phantom, and raises an alarm; 
but, for the life of us, we cannot see it. What 
if Washington did work harder than Greene and 
the other General officers, while preparing the 
plans of his oe operations in New Jersey, 
i December, 1776, and January,1777? Is there 
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anything unusual in such an application of his 
entire energies to the organization of a campaign, 
by a Commander-in-chief? Is there anything 
derogatory to the character of a subordinate, 
when the principal credit of a movement is 
awarded to a responsible Chief, no matter by 
whom originally suggested, or by whom direct- 
ly executed ? History has not yet reached that 
blessed state, when “equal and exact justice” 
shall be done to “all men” on her commemora- 
tive tablets—that we have high authority for 
saying, might sometimes have “a denationaliz- 
“ing tendency”—and there is only one History, 
within our knowledge, which can reasonably 
aspire to such a glorious distinction. It is 
neither Bancroft’s nor Gordon’s however. 

In the eleventh division, we are told that Gene- 
ral Greene condemned the American position at 
Red Clay Neck, in the fall of 1777; and that Mr. 
Bancroft says nothing about it. 

There may be a point in this circumstance, but 
we do not see it; nor have we been able to find 
it in Mr. Bancroft’s volume. We are inclined, 
therefore, to consider this as another of Professor 
Greene’s snow-men, raised only as a target for 
his antagonistic snow-balls. 

In the Professor’s twelfth division the affair at 
Brandywine is discussed ; and, if we understand 
him correctly, he has made a sad botch of it. 

Mr. Bancroft seems to have said that Wash- 
ington, “taking with him Greene and two bri- 
“ gadesymarched swiftly to the support of Sulli- 
“van”; that his approach, with one of these, 
“checked” the advance of the enemy, who was 
driving the latter before him; that the enemy 
rallied and compelled Greene to fall back also ; 
and that not until supported by the other two regi- 
ments of his command, was the latter enabled to 
hold his position. 

The Professor first introduces Gordon to show, 
by inuendo, that Washington did not go to the 
front at all, thus giving the credit of the day to- 
Greene ; that he had only one brigade instead of 
two; and that Greene, also, was the principal 
officer in command when the enemy was ulti- 
mately checked and finally withdrew from the 

ass, 

If Washington had not been in front, Greene 
would have been the senior officer on the ground, 
and therefore in command ; but the former was 
in front, and the Professor, on the next page, 
actually produces a witness to prove to his read- 
ers that Washington, in person, led his troops 
and commanded them,—just what Mr. Bancroft 
had stated ;—while both General Muhlenberg 
(Life, 94, 340), Judge Johnson (Life of Greene, i, 
73, 76), and Judge Marshall (Life of Washington 
—Ldit. Phila., 1805, iii., 134, 135), sustain that 
gentleman concerning the two brigades; and 
Goneral Muhlenberg (Life, 94, 98, 340), as welb 
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as Gordon (ii, 511, 512), and Judge Johnson 
i, 76), inform us that Washington personally 
indicated the position to which Greene should 
fall back ; and that, under like orders from Wash- 
‘ington, the latter actually fell back and occupied 
it, holding the enemy in check until nightfall. 

The thirteenth section relates to the Battle of 
Germantown, on which Mr. Bancroft seems to 
have said nothing concerning Greene that is 
worth especial attention ; and it is continued, in 
the fourteenth, with no more reason, exculpating 
the General from a fancied censure concerning 
the subsequent retreat to Skippack. 

Whether or not Greene was “reluctant” to 
accept the office of Quarter-master-general, does 
not seem to have occupied Mr. Bancroft’s atten- 
tion: why then did Professor Greene occupy a 
chapter of his pamphlet to tell us that the office 
was not wanted? Was it another of those snow 
men of which we have already spoken.? or was it 
@ pious and instructive attempt to cover the weak- 
-est point not yet assailed ? 

In a general survey of the subject, we think it 
is unquestionable that General Greene does not 
occupy the high position in Mr. Bancroft’s re- 
gard that he is probably entitled to; and we do 
not deny that the grandson of the General had 
just and sufficient reasons for a public complaint 
on some parts of the subject. But there were 
other grounds fer complaint which were more 
important than those which the Professor has 
occupied, concerning which he is silent. “The 
occupation and loss of Fort Washington, for in- 
stance, have been standing subjects of disagree- 
ment, for more than ninety years; and the Pro- 
fessor has made them the subjects of long-con- 
tinued, if not careful and impartial attention. 
Yet, on the most important topics he is silent. 
Had he cleared up the mystery—so called—of 
that misfortune and told us the truth of it, his 
work of vindication would have been a most useful 
one ; and he might have proudly pointed to such 
an exoneration of his ancestor from that ancient 
slander, to the steady confidence which the 
Commander-in-chief reposed in him, to the spot- 
less character of his private record, and to the 
unquestionable abilities which he displayed, both 
in the field and as Quarter-master-general, as the 
unimpeachable vouchers for his grandfather’s 
truly honest fame. 

e has not done so ; preferring, rather, to spend 
his strength on philological trifies and phantoms 
originating with himself, and leaving yet unsolv- 
ed the great questions—Why was Mount Wash- 
ington originally occupied? Why was not it 
abandoned when the army was moved into West- 
chester county? Why was its gurrison strength- 
ened instead of withdrawn, still later? Why 
was that garrison subsequently lost? 

Who shall be General Greene’s next vindicator? 
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5. General John Sullivan, A vindication of his character 
as a Soldier and a Patriot. By Thomas ©, Amory, Esq. Mor- 
risania, N. Y.: 1867. Octavo, pp. iv., 52. 


6. President Joseph Reed of Pennsylvania. A_ corre 
spondence between Hon. William B. Reed and John C. Hamil. 
ton, Esq. Morrisania, N. Y.: 1867. Octavo, pp. iv., 29. 


The readers of last year’s numbers of this work 
will recognize in these tracts, two articles which 
were widely noticed in the December number and 
as generally commended. 

They have been re-produced in this form, for 
private circulation by their respeetive authors; 
and, apart from their value as contributions to 
American History, their beauty as specimens of 
book-making will render them attractive. 

The edition of each was sixty copies. 


7. Abattoirs. A paper read before the Polytechnic Branch 
of the American Institute, June 8, 1866. By Thomas F. De 
Voe. Albany: 1866. Octavo, pp. 32, 


Colonel De Voe, the author of this paper, is 
known to his neighbors and. friends as “ the His- 
“torical Butcher :” Zhe Market Book, which he 
published some years since, will sufficiently indi- 
cate the propriety of the designation. He is one 
of the few who look before they leap ; and what- 
ever bears his name, whether concerning the His- 
tory or the Contents of the Marketsin New York, 
may be entirely relied on as true. 

The paper before us is on Slaughter-houses; 
and we have presented to us a clear account of 
these establishments, in the city of New York, 
for the past two hundred years, together with in- 
cidental allusions to those of the Greeks, the 
French, the Scotch, etc.; and it closes with an 
elaborate and forcible defense of their unusual 
healthfulness, even in periods of epidemic visita- 
tion. He insists, and proves, the truth of the as- 
sertion, that those who spend the greater part of 
their time in slaughter-houses are healthier, as 
far as local diseases are concerned, than the great 
body of those who are engaged elsewhere. 


The Harbor of Boston and its Islands, an im- 
portant series of papers, from the accomplished 
pen of Doctor N. B. Shurtleff, is running through 
the columns of The Boston Sunday News. 


2.—Books 1n PREPARATION. 

— We have seen a proof of a portrait of Mad- 
ame Reidesel, which has been engraved from 
one obtained in Germany, forthe illustration of 
Mr. Stone’s forthcoming edition of her Letters, to 
which we have already referred ; and we promise 
a treat to all who are interested in such matters. 
Indeed, it is a beautiful portrait of a very beauti- 
ful woman, with whose devotion to her husband 
our readers are generally acquainted ; and, be- 
tween Mr. Stone and Mr. Munsell, the latter of 
whom is printing the volume, we have no doubt 
that many more, through her letters, will very 
soon learn to admire her. 
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